1. Castration: From Stallion to Gelding
Why Castration may be Necessary 
This procedure is typically performed on colts to make them more manageable and easier to train. Castration is also necessary if the horse has minimal breeding value. In horses with potential breeding value, castration may be delayed to determine if the horse has enough performance ability to make him attractive as a future sire.
A growing concern for the unwanted horse has also increased the need for castration. The goal, as a horse owner, is to act responsibly. The plight of the unwanted horse is a growing welfare issue. The Unwanted Horse Coalition, a broad alliance of national equine organizations joined together under the American Horse Council, is working to educate industry groups and help people learn to “own responsibly.” Colts that possess undesirable traits should be gelded as to not pass these traits on to their offspring.
Undesirable Traits 
In some breed organizations, various traits are often undesirable, but horses that possess these traits are not prevented from participating in events. 
Behavioral Problems 
Stallions are constantly exposed to testosterone and can be aggressive and potentially dangerous to other horses and people. A mature, intact male horse may become progressively more aggressive and difficult to train as he becomes older. Some reports indicate that if horses are left intact too long, as many as 65 percent may continue to express the undesirable traits as learned behavior. 
Cryptorchidism 
In some horses, the timing of castration is accelerated due to a condition referred to as cryptorchidism. Cryptorchidism is the retention of one (unilateral) or both (bilateral) testicles. A horse that is cryptorchid is also referred to in layman’s terms as a “ridgling,” a “rig” or a “high flanker.” Non-descended testicles have reduced fertility or are completely sterile as their retention in the inguinal canal makes them ineffective at producing sperm because of the higher temperature. However, retained testicles produce the same amount of testosterone, so stallion-like behavior will remain the same. This trait has long been considered heritable and may be genetically transferred to offspring. 
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