
 

Block Location (pic) Nerves blocked Structures desensitized 

Low four 
point 

 

medial and lateral palmar nerves 
and the 
medial and lateral palmar 
metacarpal nerves 

When properly performed, the 
low four-point block 
anesthetizes the skin and all 
structures distal to the fetlock 
joint, and the distal aspect of 
the cannon bone, flexor 
tendons, tendon sheaths, and 
proximal sesamoid bones. 

  



Block Location Nerves blocked  Structures desensitized 

High 
four 
point 

 

the medial and lateral 
palmar nerves, the medial and lateral 
palmar metacarpal 
nerves, the suspensory branches, and 
nerves providing skin 
sensation along the dorsum (dorsal 
branch of ulnar nerve 
and musculocutaneous nerve). 

  

This block anesthetizes the same areas as 
the low four-point block and includes the 
skin and deep structures on the back of 
the cannon bone (i.e. Flexor tendons, the 
ligament that attaches the splint bone to 
the cannon bone and the suspensory 
ligament, excluding its origin.) 

 

Figures taken from Dyson S, Ross M. Diagnosis and management of lameness in the horse. 2nd ed. St. Louis, Mo.: Elsevier/Saunders; 2011. 


