The Equine Larynx
The equine larynx is made up of a series of different cartilaginous structures attached together by ligaments and muscles. It is made up of the epiglottic, arytenoid, thyroid and cricoid cartilages.
Epiglottic Cartilage
[bookmark: _GoBack]The epiglottis is a cartilage that flips caudally to cover the rima glottis to the rest of the oral cavity during swallowing. It is triangularly-shaped with the apex pointing rostrally while normally sitting above the soft palate. It is attached to the thyroid cartilage by the thyroepiglottic ligament. It is composed of elastic cartilage.
Arytenoid Cartilage
They are situated on either side of the cricoid cartilage. It has a curved surface placed on the top of cricoid cartilage that forms the cricoarytenoid joint which facilitates abduction and adduction of the arytenoids. There are processes that come off on each cartilage; the corniculate, vocal, and the muscular processes. The vocal cords attach to this cartilage. The cricoartyenoideus dorsalis muscle is the only dilator of the glottis and is heavily involved in roaring.
Thyroid Cartilage
This cartilage sits above the thyroid gland. It is the longest cartilage in the larynx and provides part of the joint that allows for epiglottis function.
Cricoid Cartilage
It provides the support that links the larynx to the trachea by forming a circle of firm cartilage like the tracheal rings at the caudal end of the larynx.
