Medial Patellar Ligament Desmotomy Procedure


1. The procedure is done standing. 

2. The horse is sedated and skin at the area of the incision is anesthetized with local anesthetic. A vertical incision several centimeters long is made over the ligament. A sharp, curved surgical instrument is passed under the ligament and the ligament is cut. The skin incision is sutured.


3. By cutting the medial patellar ligament completely, the patella no longer catches on the medial trochlear ridge of the femur, and so the stifle no longer locks.

Considerations
[bookmark: _GoBack]Postoperative monitoring includes stall rest with gradually increasing hand walking over a 90-day period, then conditioning for work may begin. If successful, the locking of the patella should stop, and there should only be mild swelling and no drainage or increase in lameness.
