Post-Operative considerations for semi closed castration
Second intention healing is often used. Restrict activity by stable rest for 24 hours. After which, daily exercise in a small paddock is advised; lunging at a trot, for 3 weeks to decrease oedema and promote drainage. The incision should heal in 2-3 weeks.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Suture the skin for first intention healing then observe a further 24 hours of box rest. After which walk in hand daily for 7- 10 days.
It is common practice for the surgeon to “stretch” the incision to facilitate  drainage however only the deeper scrotal fascia should be stretched as stretching the skin can result in local trauma and reflex contraction of the skin margins.
Inspect the site for swelling, pain, redness or any sign of improper healing.
Possible Complications
· Oedema- normal response to inflammation
· Haemorrhage- improper use of emasculators (not nut to nut). Dripping of blood from testicular artery is expected. Dripping or streaming of blood past 30 minutes after surgery should cause concern.
· Infection- improper drainage, contamination of surgical site
· Protrusion of tissue-
· Eventration/Evisceration- prolapse of intestines or omentum out of inguinal canal and out of scrotal incision is uncommon.
· Penile damage- accidental emasculation of penile tissue.

