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Terminology: castration, orchiectomy, emasculation, gelding, cutting.

‘Equine Castration Overvi

the surgical removal of the testes. In horses, this s often
performed as young colts (1 - 2 years of age).

- Indication s almost always the reduction of masculine behavior in
males not intended for future breeding. Other rare indications indude
testicular neoplasia, inguinal herniation, or testicular trauma.

Anatomy:
- serotum:
o Diverticulum of skin, divided on midline by medial raphe
Testiele & Epididymi
© Oval, lie on horizontal axis, covered by tunica albuginea, wei
~150t0300 grams
Inguinal Canal:
o Oblique passage through abdominal wall, superficial and deep
inguinal rings, about 15¢m in length
Tunic Vaginalis:
o Also known as the “common” vaginal tunic.
o Composed of parietal and visceraltunics.
= Visceral tunic adhered to tunica albuginea/testes.
= Parietal tunic continuous with parietal peritoneum of
abdomen.
= Abdominal luid in vaginal space
- Spermatic Cord:
o Composed of tunic vaginalis, testicular artery & vein, ductus
deferens, lymphatics, testicular nerve
o Cremaster muscle and genitofemoral nerve lie external to
parietal tunic

- Palpate both testicles to ensure they have descended normally into the
sexotum prior to surgery
- Ensure no systemic llness present
o Any indication of nasal discharge, diarrhen, fever, etc. should be
treated. Castration is an elective procedure.
- Tetanus prophylasis up-to-date
- NSAID administration for anti-inflammatory and analgesic effect
o Phenylbutazone (2.2mg/kg PO or IV)
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