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Patients soon return to a
normal, active pain-free life

Enucleation

What does the term ‘enucleation’ mean?

Enucleation is the operation performed to remove an eye.

Why does my dog or cat need an enucleation?

Enucleation is most commonly advised to relieve uncontrollable pain associated with an eye
problem. The most common reasons for enucleation include glaucoma (increased pressure inside the
eye), neoplasia (cancer inside or around the eye), severe trauma that cannot be repaired surgically,
and severe infection/inflammation that cannot be managed with medication. In the case of a blind
but comfortable eye, enucleation is usually not necessary. However, a blind and painful eye will
distress your pet, and in the case of glaucoma the pain is often comparable to having a chronic
migraine. Enucleation will alleviate this pain and is preferable to the long-term use of medication.

What does the operation involve?

The operation involves a general anaesthetic for your pet. The hair around the eye is clipped; the
eye is completely removed and the eyelid skin is then stitched closed over the eye socket (the bony
space within the skull that protects the eye). Stitches, which may require removal, may or may not
be placed within the outer layers of the eyelid skin. The majority of pets will go home on the day of
surgery, but if the surgery is performed in the afternoon or in the case of an older animal, it may be
necessary to keep your pet in the hospital overnight.
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What is the after-care?

Most animals are ‘back to their normal selves’ within five days. Your
pet will have antibiotic and anti-inflammatory/pain-killer tablets to
take orally for several days after the surgery. Some pets will need to
wear a plastic Buster collar for several days to prevent self-trauma
to the surgical site. Occasionally, there may be a small trickle of pink
fluid from the wound or from the nostril on the same side as the
surgery; this is not a cause for concern and should resolve within
two to three days. Your pet will need to see your own veterinary
surgeon for a check-up approximately five days after the operation
to make sure that the wound is healing well. If there are stitches
which need removing, this is normally done by your own vet about
10 days after surgery.

Will there be any pain after the operation?

In most cases the eye is removed to control pain associated with
an eye problem. Most animals are therefore more comfortable after
the surgery and appear much happier within 24 hours. Your pet will
receive painkillers before the surgery and this medication will be
continued once your pet goes home. There is no pain associated
with the surgical site in the long-term.

What will my pet look like?

Initially the skin around the operation
site may be slightly swollen and
bruised but this should resolve
over a few days. The hair will grow
back over several weeks. The skin
over the surgical site will slowly
start to sink in slightly as there

is nothing in the eye socket to

replace where the eye was. This
‘sinking in’ effect is less obvious

Labrador ‘Rachel’ a year after
enucleation of the left eye

in animals with long hair or dark
coats than those with short hair
and light coloured coats.
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What happens to the eye after it is removed?

The eye may be sent to a pathologist for histology. This is similar

to sending a lump for a biopsy and may be recommended in some
cases to confirm the cause of the problem inside the eye. Pathology
is important in almost all enucleated eyes to find out if there are
any implications for your pet’s normal eye, as well as his or her
general health. You and your vet will be informed of the pathology
results, usually within three weeks of the operation.

Are there any alternative options to enucleation?

Yes. In some dogs, a black silicone implant can be placed inside

the eye itself, to create a more cosmetic effect. However it is most
important to understand that the cosmetic benefit is for you, the
owner, and your family and not for your pet. This option is more
often considered for dogs that unfortunately may need the second
eye removing. This operation is known as an ‘intrascleral prosthesis’
and, as with routine enucleation, is a pain-relieving procedure. The
outer ‘shell’ of the eye itself is not removed, so the eye is able to
blink and move normally. The final appearance of the eye will vary
from light grey to black and hence will no longer resemble the
normal eye in colour. The healing time following placement of an
intrascleral prosthesis is longer than for a routine enucleation as
your pet will need eye ointment for two to three weeks after the
surgery. This procedure is unsuitable in some cases e.g. if there is a
tumour inside the eye. It is not suitable for cats as the complication
rate is high. If you would like further information about this option,

please ask your veterinary ophthalmologist.

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate
to contact us.
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The information contained is proprietary to Willows Veterinary Centre
& Referral Service and may not be modified, reproduced, distributed
or utilised in any manner in whole or in part, without the express prior
written permission of Willows Veterinary Centre & Referral Service.
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