NUR2-516 - Global Health Section of the McGill Nursing Masters Program

Information for Tanzanian Public Health Concept Map

Background

TANWAT was founded in 1949, when the Commonwealth Development Corporation (CDC) took responsibility for a forest development project set up two years earlier by the Forest, Land Timber and Railways Company, located in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania with 15,000 hectares of private forest business. The TANWAT hospital is a 40-bed hospital that provides services to TANWAT workers and their families free of charge. Non-employees may also seek care and services at the hospital but are required to pay for these services. The hospital also has an HIV Care and Treatment Centre (CTC) for people living with HIV/AIDS. Anti-retrovirals are provided to all people free of charge.

The situation

You are a nurse working in the rural villages surrounding TANWAT in Njombe, Tanzania.  You have been called to do a home visit for a child who is very ill. Upon arriving you notice that the home is rather smoke filled from the kitchen cooking fire.  As you are assessing the ill little girl (Asha) you notice that there are burns scars on her hands, arms and legs.  She has difficulty opening her right hand due to a burn scar contracture. She has been sick for several days with high fever, you suspect might be malaria. She has received treatment from a local traditional healer (or witch doctor), but her fever has not improved. She has not yet seen a doctor. To receive malaria treatment she must travel 30kms to the TANWAT hospital. 

Her father is a TANWAT forest worker who is HIV positive and is currently on anti-retrivirals.  The family is very poor, and Asha’s mother passed away last year leaving her father to care for the family of six. Asha is the oldest of the six children and no longer attends school as her family cannot afford it and she must now help to care for her siblings. 

In order for the Asha to travel to see a doctor her father must for go his monthly checkup at the CTC to receive his anti-retrovirals because he must use the money to bring his daughter to the hospital). 

Focus question: 

What is endemic malaria and how might a nurse working in the Tanwat ‘region’ of Tanzania respond to it?

List of minimal Concepts
	· treatment 
	· plasmodium
	· resistance

	· water
	· transmission
	· communicability

	· communicable disease
	· cultural competency
	· behaviour

	· nutrition
	· advocacy
	· agriculture

	· prevention
	· mosquitoes
	· unintentional injury

	· economic development
	· gender
	· general health status

	· disparities
	· government
	· health system

	· susceptibility 
	· beliefs 
	· traditional healer

	· age
	· monitoring
	· risk

	· incubation
	· population interventions
	· interpreter

	· demographic transitions
· education
	· cooking fire
· disability
	· climate change
· poverty
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