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Introduction
Since Spring 2007, a pilot group consisting of faculty from across the College of Arts and Sciences has been looking at the General Education objective of:
“2.2  Students will be able to write papers that require locating, analyzing, and formally referencing information sources to support conclusions.” 

Faculty began by discussing the variety of purposes writing serves in their courses, focusing on evidence-based writing.  The discussion came to encompass faculty conceptions and definitions of academic writing within and across disciplines, as well as assessment of academic writing.
The discussions and considerations of individual faculty rubrics led to the articulation of criteria for effective student writing which might be transferable across disciplines.
As part of our ongoing assessment of effective communication, we have sought therefore to provide some criteria faculty might use in creating their own instruments for their specific courses and disciplines, but that also might give us common language as a faculty in talking about effective written communication as we go forward with our assessment projects across the college.
Definition of Academic Writing
Effective academic writing is based on claims supported by evidence, and crafted with an awareness of an academic or scholarly audience. 
These might take different forms, according to discipline; however, no matter what the field, these are the necessary and defining characteristics.  
Claims might include the following:
· thesis

· hypothesis

· statement of problem

Evidence might include the following:

· primary and secondary sources
· data (lab results, surveys, etc.)
· theoretical evidence 
Awareness of academic audience might include the following:

· a sense of other work done in the field and the writer’s contribution

· organization and style according to the norms of both the genre of academic writing and the specific discipline 

· abiding by the standards of academic integrity, including appropriate documentation as required 

Criteria of Effective Academic Writing
Claim
A paper demonstrating mastery will have:

· an arguable claim, grounded in understanding of disciplinary knowledge and reflecting critical thought upon that knowledge
· a clear path towards a reasonable conclusion, based on the claims articulated and the evidence provided
Evidence
A paper demonstrating mastery will have:

· appropriate, relevant, and well-placed evidence, chosen to best further the writer’s claim and establish credibility, and evaluated and analyzed according to the writer’s purpose and context
· an awareness of other contributions within the discipline, and synthesis—with integrity—of those contributions with the writer’s own work and ideas
Audience
A paper demonstrating mastery will have:

· an organizational pattern that best facilitates reader understanding of the argument and information presented

· style and mechanics suited to the genre of academic writing and the specifics of the discipline, including word choice, documentation format, etc.
