First-Year Common Experience
Confirmed Events and Activities

(updated and distributed 9 September 2014)

EVENTS
On Campus:

· Events with the Author:

Jena Osman:  A Reading from Public Figures and other work

Alumni Auditorium

Sept. 24 at 4pm

Open to the public; a bloc of tickets will be set aside for first-year students; distributed through ENGL 101/103

Jena Osman:  A Lecture on the Writer in Society

Alumni Auditorium

Nov. 18 at 4pm

Reserved for first-year students; tickets will be distributed through ENGL 101/103

· Faculty and Student Events:

Who Gets Commemorated?  A Faculty Panel Examining Controversial Statues
Webb Room

Oct. 20 at noon

This panel will focus on the Joe Paterno case at Penn State, asking about the social, ethical, psychological, and aesthetic implications of commemorating controversial figures.  Panelists:  Arthur Schwartz, Director, Oskin Leadership Institute; Ilene Lieberman, Professor of Art History and Director of the Honors Program; Ross Steinman, Associate Professor of Psychology; Wes Leckrone, Associate Professor of Political Science

The Monument Project
Atrium, University Center

Nov. 23, 1 to 2:30

Students and faculty will build monuments from found objects with the theme:  what do you think people in Chester should know about Widener University?  The monuments will be on display in the atrium through Monday, coinciding with the Student Town Hall.  Objects will be collected the week before, and faculty will have the opportunity to participate in a professional development workshop led by the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Sharon Meagher, to facilitate this teaching and learning opportunity.  Faculty may sign up for the workshops in a link sent under separate cover, along with more information about the project.
Public Figures:  Student Town Hall (coinciding with tours of “The Monument Project”)
Webb Room

Nov. 24 at noon

Students selected by faculty and peers from ENGL 101/103 will share their thoughts on the common experience in a roundtable setting, followed by discussion.  More details to come.

Off Campus:

Bus Tour of Chester with Rev. Jim Ley:  A look at Chester from a social justice perspective

Oct. 24th  from 3-5

Nov. 8 from 10 to noon and 2 to 4

Sign up online (link distributed via ENGL 101/103)

Philosophical Walking Tour of Chester with College of Arts and Sciences Dean Sharon Meagher

Nov. 9 at noon and at 2

Sign up online (link distributed via ENGL 101/103)

