Ohio in the United States
	Your Name: Jordie Martin and Elizabeth Kern                                                               
	Grade Level: 6   

	Lesson Topic:
 Government Webquest
	Day 1 of 2

	
	Date: August 2, 2014


Essential Questions
	Why do we need government?
How does governmental authority affect citizens’ rights?



Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	In this lesson, students will participate in a Webquest to explore the different forms of government in the world. Next, students will create an informational brochure of the different forms of government.  This is important to do so students have a basic understanding of the different forms of government when they examine and study different regions of the world. This basic knowledge will help provide understanding and insight into the culture. 


Strands, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strand: Government
Content Statement: 10. Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function. The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental authority.
Objectives: The students will be able to define different forms of government. The student will be able to research different forms of government. The student will be able to identify the differences between different forms of government. 


Resources

	· KWL Worksheet

· Forms of Government Guided Questions Worksheet
· Pros and Cons Worksheet

· Laptops or computer lab

· Websites for research

· Microsoft Word
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Procedures  

	I.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  ( Engage)                Allotted Time:  5 minutes
1.  Have students complete the first column of the KWL chart about what they already know about the different forms of government. 

2. Ask students to brainstorm what school would be like without teachers, principals, and superintendents. What kinds of things would occur? What would happen to the educational goals? Could students accomplish anything meaningful in their school day? 
3. Then, explain that teachers in a classroom are like the local government and they take care of local issues such as learning and behavior. Principals are like the state government and handle concerns dealing with the school. The superintendent is like the federal government because he/she oversees the entire school district. Discuss how the “government” helps their school in general and their academic learning. 
4. Then, ask students to pretend they are choosing a form of government for their new country. The students know that in order for their new civilization to succeed they must choose the right form of government. Tell the students they have been assigned to the research committee to research and then recommend a form of government for their new country. In order to work on the project efficiently, each student needs to complete all sections of the project. Then, point out that the form of government will influence the lives of many. 
5. The teacher will say, “Yesterday, we reviewed the purpose of government and how the government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and promote the common good. Today, we are going to look at the different forms of government and the basic characteristics of each.”
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend)                    Allotted Time: 110 minutes
Explore

6. Have students fill out “W” column of the KWL chart with what they want to know about the forms of government.
7. As a whole group, discuss any ideas/thoughts the students have about the three branches of government. 

8. Split students into groups of 2. Students will use laptops or computer lab to complete the Webquest. The list of websites for students to use is listed at the top of their guided questions worksheet. 

10. Step 1: Students will do research on different forms of government. The forms of government you will be researching monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies. To complete the research step of your task you must do the following: 

1. Fill out the Government Research Worksheet while you are doing your research
2. Use the links listed on the Guided Questions Worksheet to research information about the four forms of government: 

3. Fill in your research worksheet with information on each form of government 

Step 2: Analyze the different forms of government and decide which will be best for your new country. To analyze the different forms of government that you researched, you and your partner need to list 2 pros and 2 cons for each form of government on the Pros and Cons Worksheet. After completing the Pros and Cons Worksheet use your research information and the pros and cons to decide which government you think will be best for your new country. 
Step 3: Create an informational brochure that explains the different forms of government.  The brochure must include the following: 

· This first page of the brochure will include the name of your country (students will pick the name of their new country) 
· Include on the last page of the brochure which form of government your country should choose and why. 
· Include at least 2 pictures in your brochure

· Tell the students that it is their job to go through the provided resources with their partner, identity and research the different forms of government and answer the guided questions. When the students finish their research, he/she should start their informational brochure on Microsoft Word. If the student finishes early, he/she may add additional graphics to their informational brochure. As the students are working, the teacher will be walking around the room assisting students as needed. Next, each group will present their information to the rest of the class. 

· When the advanced students are finished creating their brochure, they should pick two forms of government and use a Venn diagram to recognize how characteristics often overlap. 
11. Students will present their informational brochure to the class.  
III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            Allotted Time: 5 minutes
12. After each group is done presenting, students need to write down 3 facts they learned about the forms of government. 

13. Use the completed government brochure to reinforce the basic characteristics of each type of government, including how power is attained and held, and the relationship between those governing and those being governed. 
IV.  Assessment/Evaluation: Assessment here if not embedded in plan. 
· KWL chart, students must have 3 things written in each column

· Completion of their guided questions and informational brochure with 80% accuracy 
V.  Differentiation
Students who struggle will be partnered with an advanced student to complete the research and guided questions.
For advanced students, when they are finished creating their brochure, they should pick two forms of government and use a Venn diagram to recognize how characteristics often overlap. 
VI.  Extension/Enrichment Activities (Optional as prescribed by instructor)

Watch the Discovery Channel video titled “Big Question: Is there an ideal form of government?” Retrieved at http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/curiosity/topics/big-question-is-there-ideal-form-of-government.htm
VII. Assignment

No assignment 


	


	K

What I already know
	W

What I want to know
	L

What I learned

	
	
	


Websites to use to answer guided questions: 
http://mocomi.com/types-of-government/
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/government
Monarchy: 

http://www.kidscantravel.com/travelguides/monaco/funstuffkids/index.html
http://www.politicalsystems.com/monarchy.html
http://occupytheory.org/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-monarchy/
Theocracy: 

http://www.politicalsystems.com/theocracy.html
http://arthistoryjournal.blogspot.com/2008/04/what-are-advantages-and-disadvantages_02.html
Dictatorship:

http://www.politicalsystems.com/dictatorship.html
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/di/Dictatorship
http://winnerjose.expertscolumn.com/article/advantages-and-disadvantages-dictatorship
Democracy: 

http://www.politicalsystems.com/democracy.html
http://www.democracy-building.info/definition-democracy.html
http://web.stanford.edu/~ldiamond/iraq/WhaIsDemocracy012004.htm
http://www.preservearticles.com/2012051632245/what-are-the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-democracy.html
Guided Questions Worksheet
	
	How is power attained and held?
	What is the relationship between those governing and those being governed?
	Name a Country who currently uses (or used in the past) this form of government
	What are the Basic characteristics or responsibilities of this form of government? 

	Monarchy
	
	
	
	

	Theocracy
	
	
	
	

	Dictatorship
	
	
	
	

	Democracy
	
	
	
	


Government Pros and Cons Worksheet
Monarchy

	Pros: 
	Cons: 

	1.

2.
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2.


Theocracy

	Pros: 
	Cons: 

	1.

2.


	1.

2.


Dictatorship

	Pros: 
	Cons: 

	1.
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	1.
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Democracy

	Pros: 
	Cons: 

	1.

2.


	1.

2.


Grading Rubric: 
	 
	4 Exceeds
	3
Proficient
	2
Nearly Proficient
	1
Not Yet Proficient

	Presentation
	Well organized and includes at least two graphics
	Well organized  
	Does not appear to be well organized but does include at least two graphics
	Not well organized and does not include at least two graphics 

	Content
	Content shows complete understanding of forms of government and provides a well-argued choice for new government 
	Content shows basic understanding of forms of government and provides a choice for new government
	Content shows some understanding of forms of government with some misconceptions or misunderstandings and provides a choice for new government
	Content shows little understanding of forms of government and does not provide choice for new government

	Requirements
	All presentation requirements have been completed with additional content that enriches assignment
	All presentation requirements have been completed
	Most presentation requirements have been completed
	Some of the presentation requirements have been completed

	Research
	All forms of government have been fully researched and fully analyzed
	All forms of government have been researched and partially analyzed
	Most forms of government have been researched with little analysis done
	Some forms of government researched with no analysis done


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name:    Jordie Martin and  Elizabeth Kern                                                        
	Grade Level:    6

	Lesson Topic:
 Introduction to the different types of government using Historic Video Strategy.
	Day 1

	
	Date: Aug 3, 2014


Essential Question

	What are the strengths and limitations of each type of government and what is the role of the citizens under each type of government?

How are the different forms of government similar and different?


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	Students will watch a short video podcast describing the different forms of government (monarchy, dictatorship, theocracy, and democracy).  Students will then use the internet to research who is in power for each type, the relationship between citizens’ rights and the power of the government, and the similarities and differences between the different forms of government and notice where they overlap. 


Strands, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strand: Government 

Statement #10. Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function.  The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental authority. 

Objective: Students will be able to identify the different forms of government and the relationship between the citizens’ rights and the power of the government by watching a video and completing a study guide with a Venn diagram. 


Resources

	Videos:

Heeren, R. (2013). Intro to Government. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bas3waFAiro 

Flocabulary. (2014). Who’s Making the Rules? Retrieved from http://www.flocabulary.com/forms-of-government/ 

D is for Democracy by Elissa Grondin 

Class Computers/Laptops

Study guide

Websites for students to use for research:

The Royal Household. (n.d.) The British Monarch. Retrieved from http://www.royal.gov.uk/monarchuk/howthemonarchyworks/ howthemonarchyworks.aspx 

About. (2014). Theocracy. Retrieved from http://civilliberty.about.com/od/religiousliberty/g/Theocracy-Definition.htm 

Political Systems. (2014). What is Dictatorship Government? Retrieved from http://www.politicalsystems.com/dictatorship.html 

Kolar, M. (2005). What is Democracy? Retrieved from http://www.whatisdemocracy.net/ 



Procedures  

	I.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  ( Engage)                Allotted Time: 5-10 mins

1. Introduce forms of government by reading D is for Democracy by Elissa Grondin. Discuss the book as a class about what students already knew and what they were surprised to learn.
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend)                    Allotted Time: 45-50 mins

2. Next, have students watch a video podcast (found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bas3waFAiro) which provides a little detail about the types of government and where these different types of governments are located.  
3. Have students complete a brief matching activity to check for basic understanding of identifying each type of government based on who rules the country.
4. Have students work in small groups (3-4 students) to research the background and details of each type of government (monarchy, dictatorship, theocracy, and democracy). Students will complete a study guide while researching each type of government. 
5. Provide a starting point of websites students may use to research the types of governments, but also allow them to locate other resources as well. Remind students to stay away from websites such as Wikipedia, as it is not always a reliable source.  
6. Questions that students will answer include:
· Who is in power for each type of government?

· Give an example of a location where each type of government is found.

· What is the relationship between the rights of the citizens and the power of the government? 

· What are the strengths and limitations of each type of government?
7. Upon completion of all groups, begin discussing the details of each government that students discovered.  Notice similarities and differences between different forms of government, especially between a monarchy and a democracy.  Complete a Venn diagram together to show these similarities and differences. 

III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            Allotted Time: 10-15 mins

8. Have students individually (or with a partner for struggling students) complete a Venn diagram on their own comparing and contrasting two other forms of government. 

9. Review the types of governments using the song from Flocabulary (you will need to sign up for a free trial to view/listen to this rap). Song is found at http://www.flocabulary.com/forms-of-government/ Provide students with the lyrics to follow along with.
IV.  Assessment/Evaluation: Assessment here if not embedded in plan. 

· Complete the matching activity 

· Have students complete study guide to identify the strengths and limitations of each type of government and describe the role of the citizens for each type of government. 

· Complete the Venn diagram independently (or with a partner for struggling students)
V.  Differentiation
For advanced students, have them form a generalization to describe the relationship between citizens’ rights and the power of the government.  (The extent of a citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to the limits of the governing body’s authority. For instance, governmental authority is limited in most democracies, resulting in broad citizen liberties and responsibilities. Conversely, under most dictatorships, the dictator’s authority is unlimited, resulting in strict limits on citizens’ liberties and responsibilities.)

Then explain to their groups how they came up with that generalization.
For struggling students, have them work in partners/groups to complete the Venn diagram and provide more assistance to those groups to help them identify the similarities and differences. 
VI.  Extension/Enrichment Activities 

Have students describe which type of government they would prefer to live in and explain why. 

VII. Assignment

None


Name___________________________________

Study guide: Forms of Government

Directions: Use the following websites or the video from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bas3waFAiro as a guide to answer the questions about each form of government. You may watch the video again if you need to.  Look for other sources to see if they provide similar answers as each other.  Record the full website you have found for each type of government.  You may NOT rely on sources such as Wikipedia. 

Monarchy: http://www.royal.gov.uk/monarchuk/howthemonarchyworks/ howthemonarchyworks.aspx 
Your website: ____________________________________________________
1. Who is in power in a Monarchy? ____________________________________

2. Where is a Monarchy found?________________________________________

3. What is the relationship between the rights of the citizens and the power of a Monarchy? _____________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

4. What are the strengths of a Monarchy?_________________________________

5. What are the limitations of a Monarchy?________________________________

Theocracy: http://civilliberty.about.com/od/religiousliberty/g/Theocracy-Definition.htm 

Your website: ____________________________________________________
1. Who is in power in a Theocracy? ____________________________________

2. Where is a Theocracy found?________________________________________

3. What is the relationship between the rights of the citizens and the power of a Theocracy? _____________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

4. What are the strengths of a Theocracy?_________________________________

5. What are the limitations of a Theocracy?________________________________
Dictatorship:  http://www.politicalsystems.com/dictatorship.html 
Your website: ____________________________________________________
1. Who is in power in a Dictatorship? ____________________________________

2. Where is a Dictatorship found?________________________________________

3. What is the relationship between the rights of the citizens and the power of a Dictatorship? _____________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

4. What are the strengths of a Dictatorship?_________________________________

5. What are the limitations of a Dictatorship? _______________________________
Democracy: http://www.whatisdemocracy.net/ 

Your website: ____________________________________________________
1. Who is in power in a Democracy? ____________________________________

2. Where is a Democracy found?________________________________________

3. What is the relationship between the rights of the citizens and the power of a Democracy? _____________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

4. What are the strengths of a Democracy?_________________________________

5. What are the limitations of a Democracy?________________________________
On your own, complete a Venn diagram to show the similarities and differences of two forms of governments to show how some characteristics of the different forms of government overlap.


Lyrics to the song about Types of Governments.

I know you guys in America have your democracy, and that’s awesome, but in my country, we’ve been through every form of government. Let me tell you about it.

You might not know who is making the rules,
But there is some form of government that’s governing you.
And when people get disillusioned,
That’s when we see a revolution.

In my land, you need to ask who’s running it,
We’ve lived through every single form of government.
It started out, we didn’t have any laws,
People did whatever they wanted just because.
That’s anarchy, no government at all,
People robbed and killed in the free-for-all.
No police, just gangs and bandits,
Until some families joined up and demanded,
A king to rule over the land, 
And when the king died, his kids ruled after him,
Which means that we lived in a monarchy,
Where crowns and thrones move through the family.
Until somebody flat out got sick of it,
Led an armed revolution just to go against.
Overthrew the king and kidnapped his kids,
Overnight we lived in a dictatorship.
One single person calling all of the shots,
Power-tripping in his palaces or one of his yachts.
So much propaganda from the state-controlled media,
And harsh punishments if we beefed with the leader, yep.

You might not know who is making the rules,
But there is some form of government that’s governing you.
And when people get disillusioned,
That’s when we see a revolution.

But the dictator died and the army started running it,
A few leaders controlling the whole government,
That’s an oligarchy, and the heads of military,
Ruled by force which was really pretty scary.
With war on their mind we lived through violent times,
And the laws were designed to help the more refined.
Till the church made it a crime to live this way,
Religion should be the law for how we live each day.
With laws built by religious leaders now in charge.
It was a theocracy, laws came from god —
Or one religion’s version. We still couldn’t vote,
Oppressive rule still shaped the country no joke,
It was OK if you agreed, 
but anyone who didn’t was probably getting beat.
We wanted a voice, and we wanted to be free,
We organized as a direct democracy,
Where everyone gets to vote on all the laws,
Everyone has a voice, cuz we’re all in charge.
Things got better and you know how it showed?
The population began to explode.
With so many people to be spoken for,
They had to better organize just to ensure,
That we all were represented and this just means,
That we became a representative democracy.
With a lean new team built around a constitution,
And elected officials who upheld and used it.
It’s been long a story, and it never ends,
Cuz another revolution might come again.

You might not know who is making the rules,
But there is some form of government that’s governing you.
And when people get disillusioned,
That’s when we see a revolution
