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Following the growth of evidence based medicine and the evolution of ideas about the most strategic ways to formulate questions, the last decade has seen a rise in the use of questions phrased using the PICOT format, where (P) refers to population or patient, (I) refers to intervention or exposure, (C) refers to comparison, (O) refers to outcome and (T) refers to time (Boudin et al., 2010; Caldwell, Bennett, & Mellis, 2012; Haroon & Phillips, 2010; Hoogendam, de Vries Robbé, & Overbeke, 2012; O’Sullivan, Wilk, Michalowski, & Farion, 2013; Santos, Pimenta, & Nobre, 2007; Schardt, Adams, Owens, Keitz, & Fontelo, 2007). This format is sometimes abbreviated to PICO format. Once students or researchers have formulated a well-structured question, they are in a better position to search the literature for sources and evidence in which to ground and support their original PICO question. Such literature searches may be conducted using careful Boolean queries of search engines and databases, but there are other ways to do PICO searches and some of them will be described in this article.
Getting Search Engines to do PICO Searches 
You may save yourself some time and trouble by asking search engines to do PICO searches for you. Let us use PubMed as an example. 
There are several approaches to this:  
We could use a PICO search.
Here is an example: 
[image: ] 
This will give a yield like: 
[image: ] 

You will notice there are 161 results and I have highlighted Handhelds in pink. This means that you can do these searches on your mobile phone, using the PubMed4Hh app. The iPhone app is here, and the Android app is here. Then, if you think about it, there are some easy ways to get your search results into Word. 
We could try another approach by using askMedline using natural language. 
[image: ] 
and here are some results: 
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Alternatively, you may wish to try Consensus Abstracts (this will use a PICO search strategy) 
 
Other Databases
There is the TRIP database at http://www.tripdatabase.com/  
[image: ] 
Which yields some interesting results with previews: 
[image: ]  

Then there is one of the academic favorites, Google Scholar: 
Here we just enter the query in PICO syntax, e.g. (female)(mammography)(no mammography)(reduced mortality) 
This PICO syntax will work in Google too and Microsoft Academic Search. 
Library Databases
If you have access to an academic center library or to an institutional library, likely you will be able to search many different types of databases, including Science Direct, ProQuest, Ebscohost, and Web of Knowledge.
Using the same PICO syntax e.g. (female)(mammography)(no mammography)(reduced mortality) you will be pleased to discover many relevant sources for your PICO search queries. Occasionally, the syntax will not be fully compatible with a specific database. For example, Ebscohost databases will often report: Your initial search query did not yield any results. However, using SmartText Searching, results were found based on your keywords. 
If you are pressed for time and need a literature base to support writing an assignment, formulating a research proposal, or simply looking for the best evidence to support a specific approach to intervening with a known population, you may find these PICO search strategies of great value.
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Your question: breast cancer mortality for women with or without mammography

If this search strategy does not meet your requirements, you may use PICO or Ask anotheg quastion.
You may also use <BabelMeSH><, if you want to search in Arabic, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish.

o 1. Thermography is not a feasible method for breast cancer screening.
Brkljaci? B; Mileti? D; Sardanelli F

Coll Antropol; 2013 Jun; 37(2):589-93. PubMed ID: 23941008

TBL] [Abstract] [Full Text] [Related]

o 2. Breast cancer mortality trends in England and the assessment of the effectiveness of mammography screening: population-based study.
Mukhtar TK; Yeates DR; Goldacre MI
JR Soc Med: 2013 Jun: 106(6):234-42. PubMed ID: 23761583
TBL] [Abstract] [Full Text] [Related]

® 3. Vitamin C intake and breast cancer mortality in a cohort of Swedish women.
Harris HR: Bergkvist L; Wolk A
Br J Cancer; 2013 Jul: 109(1):257-64. PubMed ID: 23736027
TBL] [Abstract] [Full Text] [Related

o 4. Cost effectiveness of the NHS breast screening programme: life table model.
Pharoah PD; Sewell B; Fitzsimmons D; Bennett HS; Pashayan N

BMJ: 2013; 346():£2618. PubMed ID: 23661112

TBL] [Abstract] [Full Text] [Related]

o 5. Which strategies reduce breast cancer mortality most? Collaborative modeling of optimal screening, treatment, and obesity prevention.
Mandelblatt J; van Ravesteyn N; Schechter C: Chang Y: Huang AT; Near AM; de Koning H; Jemal A

Cancer: 2013 Jul; 119(14):2541-8. PubMed ID: 23625540
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 new frontiers in breast cancer screening.
Flowers CI: Gatenby RA

Jun; 126(6):472-9. PubMed ID: 23561631

[Related

east cancer screening: evidence of benefit depends on the method used.

PubMed ID: 23234249
[Related

of screening mammography on breast-cancer incidence.

12 Nov: 367(21):1998-2005. PubMed ID: 23171096

[Related]

o 5. Influence of primary care on breast cancer outcomes among Medicare beneficiaries.
Roetzheim RG: Ferrante JM: Lee JH: Chen R; Love-Jackson KM: Gonzalez EC: Fisher KI; McCarthy EP
Ann Fam Med; 2012 Sep-Oct: 10(5):401-11. PubMed ID: 22966103
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