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Essential Question

	What is location and how can we describe the location of the ancient Mesopotamian civilization?



OAC Alignment: Strands, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strand: Geography
Content Statement: 2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 
Strand: Geography

Content Statement: 4. Latitude and longitude can be used to identify absolute location. 
Objectives: 

-Students will learn about and apply their knowledge of all four different types of location in relation to Mesopotamian civilization.

-Students will learn how to describe the location of Mesopotamia.



Resources

	-Bell Ringer PowerPoint slide (with link to video and question prompt) Slide #2
-Bell Ringer Page for each student

-Link to the Location Prezi
-Technology for individual research (computer, net book, laptop, i-Pad, etc.) - 1 device per student
-Lined paper and pencil for each student (students should have this)
-Closure discussion prompt questions



Procedures  

	I.  Introduction: Readiness/Motivation for Lesson ( Engage) 

Bell Ringer: Everyday there will be some kind of bell ringer. The purpose of the Bell Ringer is to immediately engage the students in work without instruction from the teacher. It allows the bell to actually start class like it is supposed to. Bell ringer activities consist of past standardized test review questions, discussion time, activities related to the curriculum, or simply a question that makes students think. For this lesson plan specifically, the students will be watching an introduction to Mesopotamian civilization video. Then they will answer the question, “What do you think is unique about the Mesopotamian civilization?” View the attached PowerPoint presentation, slide #2.
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/people-places-kids/iraq-mesopotamia-kids/
Assessment: (Formal Assessment) Students have papers with five boxes, one for each day of the week. Each day the students will write their answers to the Bell Ringer in the correlating box and these papers will be collected at the end of each week and assessed for participation as well as areas which need more teaching and areas which the students have mastered.

II.  Development: Lesson Focus (Explore, Explain, Extend)      

Mini-Lesson on Location: Lead students through the Location Prezi to teach give them an introduction to the first theme of geography. 
http://prezi.com/oxxjz4llzwzy/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 
Web Field Trip: Each student will individually research and apply the four types of locations taught in the Prezi to the Mesopotamian River Civilization. Present this to students as a Web Field Trip. As a class we are traveling back in time to the Mesopotamian River Civilization where they will learn how to describe the location of Mesopotamia.

Location Letter: (For Final Portfolio Project) Students will take their application of the four types of location to Mesopotamia and write a letter to their parents from Mesopotamia describing the location so that their parents can join us. The students must use all four location types in their letters. 
Assessment: 
Informal Assessments

Formal Assessments

-During the mini-lesson on location students should be participating in discussion, asking questions, and sharing comments.

-During the web field trip students should be engaged in research and taking notes on their findings. 
-The Location Letter will be collected as part of the unit portfolio project. When graded, assess for understanding of the four types of location, accuracy in their description of Mesopotamian civilization location, neat work, creativity and writing mechanics.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            

Clean and Discuss: Students should be working until the very end of class. With five minutes left, instruct students to begin cleaning up their work areas silently while you ask the following questions:

-What are the four different types of location and what does each type mean? 

-How did you describe the location of Mesopotamia?

Assessment: (Informal Assessment) During the discussion students should be participating by answering the questions with responses that show an understanding for the four different types of location and accurate descriptions of Mesopotamian location. Students should also be respectful of others and listening while cleaning up.
IV. Homework: Students are allowed to take their Location Letters home to work on. They will be given one day at the end of the unit to finish the portfolio but they may want to consider finishing their letters at home if they have a lot to finish.
V.  Differentiation: This unit is centered on project based activities. Therefore, a majority of the time, students will be working either individually or in a small group so they have the opportunity to move at their own pace. This allows struggling students to slow the material down, advanced students to be challenged, and the teacher to have the opportunity to walk around and monitor for students who need any assistance. 



