Indus River Valley Civilization:
Utopian Civilization?

Unit Rationale: 
This lesson is important because it provides students with the opportunity to learn about an early civilization and culture, The Indus River Valley Civilization. Researching the methods, location, traditions, and architecture of the civilization help students understand the differences among civilizations around the world. This unit integrates literature, as the students connect the concept of the almost “Utopian civilization” of the Indus River Valley peoples to the Utopian civilization described in the novel The Giver. It is implied in this unit that the students will be covering the novel in their regular English Language Arts class. This unit includes a variety of student–centered and project based learning activities related to the Indus River Valley Civilization. Throughout the unit, students participate in lessons that explore the five themes of geography (Location, Human/Environment Interaction, Place, Region, and Movement) and how they can be applied in order to create a Utopian society, as well as create hypotheses for the fall of the Indus Civilization. Lessons have been developed using the backwards design process of creating assessments based on objectives first and then developing activities to meet these assessment goals. Various types of assessments and project based learning opportunities are used throughout the unit. The unit will conclude with students working in groups to create their own “Utopian” society based upon the Five Themes of Geography. Students will present their societies in a visual and interactive form in order to persuade their fellow students that their created society is the one that can stand the test of time

Essential Questions:
· What is the chance of survival for a peaceful civilization that does not conduct warfare? 
· What geography themes would be most appropriate when creating a Utopian society?

· What is the most likely conclusion for the fall of the Indus Valley River Civilization?

Unit Objectives:
● Students Will Be Able To:
· Hypothesize the reason for the fall of Indus Civilization

· Design a Utopian society using the 5 Themes of Geography
· Compare/Contrast their Utopian society to the Indus Civilization

· Define and describe the 5 Themes of Geography.

Content Statements from Ohio Academic Standards

C.S. 2:  Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.
C.S. 3:  Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process and report information about people, places and environments. Cartographers decide which information to include and how it is displayed.
C.S. 4: Latitude and Longitude can be used to identify absolute location.

C.S. 5: Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, or economic).
C.S. 6:  Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.
C.S. 7:  Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.
C.S. 9:  Different perspectives on a topic can be obtained from a variety of historic and contemporary sources. Sources can be examined for accuracy.
C.S. 12:  The choices people make have both present and future consequences. The evaluation of choices is relative and may differ across individuals and societies.

