Mimi Wreath

Teaching about World Religions using the AAR Pedagogical Competencies 

“Scavenger Hunt”

The objective of this modified “Scavenger Hunt” is to familiarize you with the World Religions identified in the OACS, understand the key issues and challenges faced with teaching about this content in public schools, and identifying appropriate resources, best practices and skills to effectively teach about World religions.  We will use the Pedagogical Competencies outlined in the AAR document
	Pedagogical Competencies 


	Explore/Research/Reflect
	Application

	Station 1 (20 points)

· Identify the OACS that focus on World Religions

· Be able to find and recognize appropriate resources about religion when needed, on the Internet or in more traditional media.


	Identify the OACS. Then develop an annotated  bibliography: Identify 3 Resources for each of the world religions(incl. young adolescent literature): Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism
OACS:

· 2.  Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China, and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.

· 5.  Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, or economic).

· 7.  Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.

· 8.  Modern cultural practices and products show the influence of tradition and diffusion, including the impact of major world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism).

Buddhism:

· http://www.makemegenius.com/cool_facts.php?mId=52
· Annotation:  This site has a list of kid-friendly facts about not only Buddhism, but all of the major religions.  It uses a bulleted list to show “funny and not so funny facts” that are academic in nature.  It would be a nice refresher site for a teacher, but would really be great for student-based research.

· http://www.pbs.org/edens/thailand/buddhism.htm
· Annotation:  This source comes from PBS.  It is a short and easy to read introduction to the basics of Buddhism that is more adult-based than some of the other sites.  I would use this for my own source of information when discussing Buddhism. There is a link you can follow to find more in-depth and extensive information about the religion.

· Lee, Jeanne M. I Once Was a Monkey: Stories Buddha Told. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1999. Print.
· Annotation:  I Once Was a Monkey:  Stories Buddha Told is a children’s picture book.  The book is separated into six different stories that offer an introduction to Buddhism, while maintaining a literary relevance (they are similar to Aesop’s Fables) that can quell any concerns parents may have.
Hinduism

· Clooney, Francis X. Hindu Wisdom for All God's Children. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1998. Print.
· Annotation:  Although the title might elicit panic, this children’s book introduces Hinduism in a manner that children of any religion can relate to.  The book is marked a “Best in 2013” and I don’t think the use of “God” in the title is reason to shy away from it.
· http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/266312/Hinduism
· Annotation:  Although extensive (over 60 page), using the Encyclopedia Britannica is a guarantee that the information you are passing to your students is academic.  I really like this source because you have information, pictures, and videos all in one place.  Plus, with the online version of the encyclopedia you can further your research with links that are given.  This is not a source I would set students loose with, though, because of the amount of information that must be weeded through.
· http://www.uri.org/kids/world_hind_basi.htm
· Annotation:  This site would be a resource for students when researching.  It is a kid-friendly site that provides general information on not only Hinduism, but all of the major religions.  The site is broken down in the celebrations, sacred spaces, and basic beliefs of each religion and also offers other resources that can be used by teachers.  These other resources include digital and print media.  

Islam

· http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/islam.htm
· Annotation:  This resource is a student-friendly site that was published by a teacher in the UK as a resource for her own students.  It breaks the information about Islam into a Q and A format that students can easily follow.  Students can jump ahead to the information they are looking for by clicking on a question they would like to know the answer to.  Like other sites I have found that are student-friendly this site also provides information on all of the major religions.

· http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/german/islamineurope/Facts-about-Islam-M.Esa.pdf
· Annotation:  This resource is a compilation of facts from a professor at McDaniel College.  It is a pdf format so is not interactive, but the information is in Q and A format so students could use this for research, although the language is more academic in nature.  I would use this source for my own background information.

· Aslan, Reza. No God but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam. New York: Random House, 2005. Print.
· Annotation:  This resource is written by Reza Aslan, a Harvard educated man who now teaches literature in California.  He wrote a book similar to this one for adults, but created No God but God for adolescents to learn an unbiased view of Islam.  I would only pick excerpts out, as it seems to read quite a bit like a text book.

Christianity

· http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0091-christianity.php
· Annotation:  KidsPast.com presents the history of Christianity in a kid-friendly context.  It’s a historically based site.  The only aspect I didn’t like is that there is a lot going on in the margins of the site and students may get distracted.  
· http://www.sac.sa.edu.au/Library/Library/Topics/RE/christianity.html#general
· Annotation:  This website is from St Aloysius College.  It is a collection of links that take you to any question you may have about Christianity.  It takes you to sources like the BBC and other collegiate pages. It also offers information into the different sects within Christianity. Because of the navigation involved, I would use this as a resource for myself rather than setting students about to research Christianity using it. 

· http://www.freedomforum.org/publications/first/teachersguide/teachersguide.pdf
· Annotation:  This resource is called “A Teacher’s Guide to Teaching Religion in the Public Schools”.This source is in pdf format.  It is a guide to teaching about religion in a public school classroom.  It is a great informational read that gives insight into how to go about teaching about religion and why we should teach about religion.  It is set up as a Question/Answer format.  I would use this just to squelch any fears I may have about how I am going about my teaching of religion.

Judaism
· Potok, Chaim. The Chosen: A Novel. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1967. Print.
· Annotation:  This novel is set in the 1940s.  It follows two best friends who are both Jewish, but whose families have different ideas of what that means.  It’s a story that shows that even within the same religion there are discrepancies that exist. 
· http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaism.html
· Annotation:  This resource is from the Jewish Virtual Library.  It has links to many different research topics such as Jewish writings, statistics, beliefs, culture, etc.  I think this site is simple enough for students to use to research, although there is a Holocaust link that is available, which is a not entirely age appropriate topic.  Although most schools do teach about the Holocaust during 8th grade (the school I work in does it during the 7th grade).
· http://www.bje.org.au/learning/judaism/kids/
· Annotation:  This resource is site made for children who are researching Judaism.  This would be really good for an in-depth project studying different religions because it explains intricacies of the religion to children in a way that they can understand.

	Write a short description highlighting key points of each religion
Buddhism:

· Founder of Buddhism was Mahatma Budh.
· Focuses on Four Noble Truths which are based upon human suffering being caused by desires that can be overcome.
· Weigh actions based on Karma.  Doing good deeds causes happiness in life whereas doing bad deeds will bring about unhappiness.  This differs from the traditional thought that karma is about good things happening to you because of the good you’ve done in your own life.
· Six realms affect rebirth.  Three realms are desirable and three are not.
Hinduism

· Most likely the oldest religion in the world.
· May have originated in Indus Valley
· Believe each person has not only a physical body, but also a soul.
· One god, Brahman, goes by many names.
· Belief in reincarnation
· Worship in temples
Islam

· Followers are called Muslims.
· Began in Saudi Arabia.

· Founded by Muhammad.  His name is so revered that Muslims will state “peace be upon him” each time his name is mentioned.
· Belief in one god, called Allah.

· Have a holy book called the Qu’ran that they believe to be the unaltered word of Allah.

· There are five duties that Muslims are meant to perform during their lifetime called “the five pillars of Islam”.

Christianity

· More than 2 billion followers.
· Christians believe in one God who sent his son Jesus Christ to save humanity.

· Christians worship in churches.

· Have a holy book called the Bible.

· Observe religious holidays.

· Believe in life after human form dies.

· Communicate with their God through prayer.

Judaism

· Judaism was founded in Mesopotamia.
· It is a monotheistic religion.
· Only around 12 million followers.
· Judaism is practiced in synagogues. 
· The Torah contains the laws of God.
· The Star of David is the emblem of the Jewish religion.


	Station 2 (15 points)

· Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. 

· Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. 

· Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.

	Highlight at least 2 key points from the reading that addresses each of these competencies

Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. : The reading stated that a good way to being learning about religious beliefs of others is to assess what preconceived notions the students come into class with.  The reading gave the idea of having students respond in writing about what they think of when they hear words like religion, Christianity, Jewish, etc.  This way the student can give voice to their thoughts without the worry of what others think and the teacher can assess what knowledge and biases the students are coming to the table with.
Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. : The reading said to focus on 3 ideas when teaching religions in the classroom:  religions are internally diverse, religions are dynamic, and religions are embedded in culture.  I think to do this is to be sure that students have the opportunity to read, write, and research about many different topics regarding religion.  Religion must be taught in context with history.  Students need to know where these ideas come from, and many times comprehend the ideas behind each religion better if it is in a time line type of format.  The same is true for learning about the cultures that go with the religions.
Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.: In order to maintain a neutral point of view when teaching religion, teachers need to remember that their job is to introduce students to an array of religions from an academic standpoint, no from a faith standpoint.  One thing that the reading mentioned was learning to “question the accuracy of absolutist claims” (p6).  This is a useful approach to practice when questioned by students about religion.  This makes it so the teachers opinion doesn’t seep into the student’s learning.

	How can incorporate this into your teaching of world religions? Provide at least 1 example for each competency
Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. :  I plan to have a set standard for discussion that the students will follow all year long.  I think if students are aware of the expectations for discussion (and argument) then students can share their beliefs in the safety of the classroom without fear of reproach.  The same goes for students feeling comfortable asking questions of the teacher and each other to further their learning of the different religions.
Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. :  I plan to use best practices no matter what content I am teaching.  Being afraid of a topic can transfer fear to your students.  In the technological world we live in a teacher can always search and find a way to teach material that is comfortable for them.
Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.:  I am not an overly religion person so I don’t really feel as though I have a lot of bias toward other religions.  I think this will help me as I prepare to teach religion to students.  I hope to teach religion from a real-world perspective where they can also be fair to others whose beliefs are different.


	Station 3 (15 points)

· Understand the difference between the secular academic and devotional approaches to religion, and consistently use the secular academic approach. 

· Be able to address in a constructive way religious disagreements and conflicts that arise in the classroom. 

· Be aware of, and manage effectively, religious diversity in the classroom.
· Create an environment of respect and tolerance—a safe environment in which students feel free to talk about religion.


	The AAR guidelines outlines 4 Approaches to teaching religion (see pages 10-11).  Which approach do you think you will follow?  Why?
I like to think that I will follow a hybrid of the Historical Approach and the Literacy Approach.  I have a really strong English Language Arts background and in my teaching have found ways to bring ELA into the other content areas.  I think the Historical Approach is important because it explains the beliefs and where they come from and hopefully in a Social Studies class I can include where the religions are now so students can see that like everything else, religion is ever changing.  I think bringing literature into the learning offers a more emotional, real world approach and another way to solidify understanding in the students.  I am a firm believer in the use of picture books for students of all ages because even a freshman in high school will remember the time they read a children’s book like “The Giving Tree” to learn personification.  Children’s literature makes learning real for many students.
What do you understand by the competencies in Station 3?
I think many of the competencies really encompass the idea of tolerance and freedom.  In a safe classroom-not in the physical sense necessarily, but the mental aspect too- students are free to speak their mind, voice disagreements, and discuss openly their opinions and thoughts.
	How will you implement your approach/understanding of competencies into practice? Provide at least 2-3 specific examples.
My hope is that my unbiased views help my students to feel comfortable in my classroom.  I plan to have a discussion/debate standard that the students know that they can state an opinion or a question and not get attacked for their thoughts and beliefs.  I also think journaling is a good way for students to put their thoughts on paper and know that only the teacher is reading it.  A discussion box where students can put questions in anonymously could ensure that all students get a chance to have their questions answered.  

	Station 4 : Final Reflection

10 points


	Reflect on the AAR document –what impact did these guidelines have on your professional development and pedagogy?
I never really thought about the impact teaching about religions could have.  I work in such a Christian community that raising issues of Christianity and using Christianity as a comparison for other religions is not frowned upon.  I can see, though, that in other districts using Christianity as a starting point could be a really big problem.  With such diverse classrooms today, it is possible to have students of multiple religious backgrounds in your class.  The teacher needs to have knowledge of all of the religions, because he/she should always have more knowledge than the students and needs to tread softly when it comes to making uncertain statements about what could be a student’s religion.  If done correctly, teaching religion can be as easy and carefree as teaching any other concept, rather than feeling taboo and inappropriate.

	How will you take all of the information you have gained from AAR and your research and make it comprehensible to your 6th graders? This is your “snapshot of practice” - provide at least 1 specific example of practice.
I think it is important to pull both “teacher information” and “kid information”.  I need to remember that if I am confused by a concept, the students are going to be more so confused so I have to have multiple avenues to get the information I need.  I would like to give students background on the religions and then set them off on their own scavenger hunt to find information about the different religions.



	Total: 60 points
	
	


