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Renal Tubular Acidosis
     
Renal Tubular Acidosis (RTA) refer to a group of disorders intrinsic to renal
tubules characterized by an impairment in urinary acidification which result
in retention of H+ ions, reduction in plasma [HCO3-] and a hyperchloremic
metabolic acidosis with a normal serum anion gap. There are 3 distinct
types of RTA, each having a different pathophysiology leading to decreased
acid excretion. The urinary anion gap ([Na + K] – Cl- ) is usually positive in
RTA due to an inability to excrete H+ . This distinguishes RTA from the other
causes of normal anion gap metabolic acidosis such as diarrhea which will
have a negative urinary anion gap.

 

 

 

Click next or submenu for a discussion on each type of RTA.
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