
Statement of Purpose


Teaching ancient civilizations can a be a difficult process to undertake without clear direction.  Social studies standards are very broad and the material is incredibly expansive.  It is difficult for teachers to determine what information needs to be presented and what information can be skipped over.  The teaching of any one civilization can take a lifetime, so pairing it down to a curriculum that can both cover the standards and give the students overall understanding of the civilization is a very precise process.  In addition, the 7th grade curriculum demands that many civilizations are covered in the school year.  Therefore, time becomes a great obstacle as well.  This curriculum map addresses the major themes while still providing the connecting details that give students contextual understanding.


The studying of ancient civilizations offers a window into understanding how the society we live in today came to be.  The American Historical Association states that “only through studying history can we grasp how things change; only through history can we begin to comprehend that factors that cause change; and only through history can we understand what elements of an institution or a society persist change.” (Stearns, 2008).  Ancient Rome offers crucial insights into how our American society came to be.  American citizens are less engaged today then in the past and studying Ancient Rome offers explanation into why participating in a democracy in important. 


This unit offers a opportunity for all students to engage in the understanding of how the world developed into the society that is before them.  “A "global citizen" is simply a national citizen who knows and cares about the history and contemporary affairs of all humankind, a person who can in some measure think, speak, and write about world issues and problems intelligently and confidently.”("Why learn world," )  Therefore through this unit, students will have a better understanding of the world around them.  In addition, they will learn the skills required to learn about a different culture without making snap judgements and instead try to understand why and how a different culture lives.  Given the use of technology, interactions with people from different cultures in more prevalent today and thus these skills are vitally necessary. 


The educational purpose of this unit is to provide students a contextual understanding of the Roman civilization and the impact that it played on the world today.  Students will need to be able to make connections from Rome to the present day and provide analysis as to how the connections came to be.  This unit will provide the opportunity for students to learn about Ancient Rome through interactive lessons that allow for the development of cultural and societal understanding.
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