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1. The reason for crime? Two men in history have claimed that this novel played a role in the crimes that they committed.  John Hinkley, who attempted an assassination on Ronald Regan in 1981, and Mark David Chapman, who murdered John Lennon in 1980, both brought The Catcher in the Rye back into the spotlight.  Hinkley told the court that his defense could be found in the pages of the novel.  What could he mean by this?  What part is he referring to? Chapman had asked Lennon to sign his copy of his book earlier in the same day he killed him.   Find out as much as you can about both of these cases.  How was the novel really involved?  Use passages from the novel, and ideas you have formed to show me these ideas.  Requirements: 3 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman, proper documentation.  

2. Can you do any better?  Here is your chance to show that you have what it takes.  In this assignment you will be asked to create your own short stories that revolve around The Catcher in the Rye.  Here they are:

· Write the composition that Holden wrote for Stradlater about Allie's baseball mitt. (a page, with proper mechanics)
· The Secret Goldfish- In the first part of the novel we hear about D.B.’s story that Holden thought was great.  Your job is to actually write that story.  (1 ½ -2 pages double-spaced, be descriptive)
3. Censorship and the Catcher Over the years this novel has been the victim of many banned book lists.  Chart the censorship of The Catcher in the Rye since it’s publishing.  Why has the book been challenged each time? What were the results?  Where did the controversy first arise? How are the more recent claims similar or different the older cases? Use criticism and articles about the novel to help.  Requirements: 3 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman, proper documentation.  

