
Sequencing Rationale

5th Grade Language Arts


In sequencing the introduction, practice, and assessment of elements of this curriculum unit, much attention must be given to the order of understanding.  Before embarking on this task, however, educators must pay specific attention to previously covered material and background knowledge that can and should be activated to assist in the students’ mastery of figurative language.


Prior to this unit, students will have significant exposure to both literal and inferential questions about passages.  In said lessons, students will have been given the tools needed to decipher if a question is literally in the text or if they must infer what the answer might be.  Students’ understanding of this distinction will come to the aid of educators as they work to help students see the contrast between literal language and figurative language.  That being stated, it is important that this figurative language unit comes deeper in the school year, following the introduction, successful practice, and assessment of literal language.


Once the figurative language unit begins, the importance of sequencing continues.  First, educators must work to introduce the five types of figurative language individually and distinctly.  Without doing so, students are likely to confuse elements of figurative language, as, by their very nature, they are very similar.  The identification of the use of types of figurative language is the first step.  By beginning with students identifying uses of similes in text selections, they will be given a firm, but isolated, foundation into the authors’ use of figurative language as opposed to literal language.  
As both similes and metaphors compare two unlike things, metaphors should be introduced following similes.  In the same way, idioms and hyperboles, often confused for each other, should be introduced sequentially, but individually.  Finally, personification, one of the most difficult for developing minds to grasp, should be introduced lastly.


By beginning with students identifying these elements of figurative language, they will be gaining the foundational understanding essential to take the objectives to a higher level of thinking: explanation.  While working toward the explanation learning targets, students will be required to use higher-order thinking to explain and interpret the meanings of figurative language.


This sequencing guide is both essential and helpful in helping students master the objectives of the unit.  By first building upon prior knowledge, then presenting the new material in a logical, connected manner, students will be significantly set up for success!

