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Weather is all around us.  We experience weather every day when we step outside.  It might be hot, cold, windy, rainy or snowy.  Even though we experience weather daily, students still need to be taught the correct terminology of weather instruments as well as the function of them.  This in itself will greatly prepare them for the future because they will need to be able to watch the news and understand what kind of clothes they should wear to school or work the next day.  They will know if they should bring their umbrella to the meeting or if a jacket is necessary.  It is important for children to understand the weather because of the intense affect is has on our everyday lives.  “Many elementary teachers expect their students to learn science vocabulary, or

the technical terms of science, in order to read about and understand scientific

concepts” (Glen, N. & Dotger, S., 2009).  


Weather can be taught using these four quantitative measures:  temperature, wind direction, wind speed and precipitation.  In kindergarten, these concepts are simplified as students “dress the weather bear” to correspond with the weather outdoors.  In second grade, students need to understand how all of the quantitative measures above work together to influence what the weather is like.  This is a very important topic that students really need to delve into because it is one of the heavily tested objectives on the 5th grade End of Grade tests and it is only taught in kindergarten, 2nd and 5th grades.  Therefore, this is the last time students will see in depth information about the weather and weather instruments until they are to be tested on it in 5th grade.   

Another reason that students need to learn about weather and the tools used to measure aspects of the weather is to be prepared for upcoming storms.  Meteorologists use these tools, such as wind vanes, anemometers, thermometers and rain gauges, to help predict the upcoming weather and notify the public when danger is near. Recently in North Carolina, we have had a tornado and hurricane within five months of each other.  The students have all experienced the ramifications of many varying degrees of weather and so this unit is very important to calm their fears and enhance their understanding of what has happened and why.   Exposing children to these scientific instruments can excite them into possibly entering the field of meteorology when they are older or just to spark an interest in the phenomenon that is weather.     
Resources

http://www.littlemountain.ws/edex750/why_teach.htm
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/
http://www.weather.com
Glen, N., & Dotger, S. (2009). Elementary teachers' use of language to label and interpret science concepts . Journal of Elementary Science Education, 21(4), 71-83.
