Statement of Purpose

Having students interested in what is being taught is an issue all teachers must contend with.  Keeping them engaged while still teaching what must be taught is sometimes a challenge.  Finding units that connect with students’ interests and still present challenges to individual needs is important.  

Using the Basic Lesson Planning Model as presented in Curriculum in Context by Leigh Chiarelott, I will present lessons that engage and challenge students.  The basic model best suits my needs because I teach second grade which generally consists of one day lessons.  My students need many activities to keep them actively involved in the lesson and this model lets me easily outline each expectation.  
As a teacher I am blended between Traditional and Constructivist teaching in my classroom according to comparisons between the two (Chiarelott, 88).  Because my needs as a teacher are to teach my students new concepts and be sure they retain that knowledge, the best way for me to do that is by using a blended approach.  Ensuring that there are teacher directed lessons to teach parts of the whole and emphasizing knowledge of basic skills are used from the traditional classroom.  Making learning interactive and building on skills previously learned by students is used from a constructivist classroom.  These thoughts align with the Concept Attainment Model presented by Chiarelott (113).  This works well for examples and non examples and giving students opportunity to analyze each.  Giving students this chance to analyze will improve their critical thinking skills and different ways to view snow than many have before.    

Outcomes
Standards for Social Studies - according to New Standards

Knowledge

· Discover maps can answer questions about places and answer questions posed by the teacher.

Comprehension

· Describe how some locations are better than others for specific kinds of work.

· Use winter holiday’s to explain how peoples’ actions have shaped the world in which we live.

Application

· Report with your group how science and technology have changed daily life.

· Apply personal skills in a group setting.

Standards for Science – New Ohio Standards

Knowledge

· Tell how heating and cooling of air results in movement of air.  

· Retell how water can change from liquid to vapor and vapor to liquid; or liquid to solid and solid to liquid.

· Describe how living things function and interact with their physical environment.

· Explore that water in the air cools and forms small droplets of water that can be seen as clouds.  Name the different types of clouds observed in their weather journal. 

Comprehension

· Explain how weather events are related to wind.

· Examine the concepts of condensation and evaporation through experiments and describe the difference between the two. 

Application

· Report how water droplets can form raindrops or change into solid by freezing by writing sentences with a partner.  

· Experiment with different states of water - observe in weather events, nature, and/or classroom investigations and record in weather journal.

· Examine how weather patterns and fronts can be documented by measuring temperature, air pressure, wind speed/direction, and condensation.  Students will predict the weather based on information given by the teacher and present to the class. 

Standards for Math – New Common Core Standards

Knowledge

· Label shapes with words like halves, thirds, etc. when viewing shapes in two, three, or four equal shares. 
Comprehension

· Group shapes according to specific attributes. 

Application

· Demonstrate ability to measure the length of an object using appropriate tool on various papers in class.  

· Report an estimated length using inches when observing snowflakes.

· Produce a picture graph and/or bar graph to represent a set of data with up to four categories about winter activities classmates enjoy.

Standards for Language Arts – New Common Core Standards (with Bloom’s levels in parenthesis) 

Reading Literature

Key Ideas and Details

· Retell stories and determine their central message (knowledge). 

Craft and Structure 

· Read words and phrases and select rhymes in poems (knowledge).

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

· Use illustrations and text to demonstrate understanding of characters, settings, and plot by answering questions in complete sentences (application and comprehension).

· Compare and contrast two versions of the same story by different authors or different cultures (comprehension and analysis).

Reading: Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

· Describe the connection between a series of events or concepts by writing a paragraph (knowledge and analysis).

Craft and Structure

· Match the meaning of words and phrases in a text with their correct pair (knowledge).

· Demonstrate ability to use text features (example bold type words) to locate key information and correctly define the word in a sentence (knowledge).

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

· Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic (comprehension and analysis).  

Reading: Foundational Skills

Phonics and Word Recognition 

· Apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills while reading fiction and non-fiction texts (knowledge and application).

Fluency 

· Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension (knowledge)

Writing
Text Type and Purposes

· Produce narratives in which recounts of well-elaborated events of short sequence of events are used (knowledge and application).

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

· Develop writing projects on own and shared ideas with correct writing expectations (knowledge and application).

· Produce writing to answer questions about experiences and text (knowledge, comprehension, application).

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration

· Act appropriately in collaborative conversations with partner (application).

· Recount key ideas and details from text read aloud or information presented orally and complete activity appropriately (knowledge and comprehension).

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
· Tell a story or recount experience with appropriate facts and relevant descriptive details aloud with a partner (knowledge).

· Order sentences in correct order to provide requested detail or clarification (comprehension). 

Language
Conventions of Standard English

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing and speaking (knowledge and application).

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing (knowledge and application).

Knowledge of Language

· Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (knowledge and application).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

· Determine and clarify meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases (knowledge, comprehension, and application).

· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and word relationships in word meanings by correctly using languages and words in speech and writing (knowledge, comprehension, application).  
Pre-assessment


Second grade practices many skills repeatedly throughout the school year.  Because of the varying winter weather and missed days of school, lessons and outcomes are meant to be easily practiced and learned within one day.  Various pre-assessment activities will take place at the beginning of this unit because while some concepts will be new, many will be skills previously taught and will just be reinforced for further student retention.  

For general knowledge about snow a survey with questions will be used with students.  Students will survey to complete about all the things they already know about snow.  They will answer some pre-determined questions about snow and will then be asked to write words people use to describe snow, things they can do in snow, anything they think of.  The teacher will then collect the surveys to use during the post-assessment.  For science, students will use a K-W-L chart.  The difference about the W section will be instead of students posing their own questions, specific questions will be asked by the teacher that students will be expected to Learn.  For math and social studies concepts, snow will only be used to help reinforce the things previously taught.  Language arts pre-assessment will be given for vocabulary words.  A list of words will be given to students to match with the correct definition.  Students will be asked to verbally recall information about Jan Brett, facts and opinions, Venn Diagrams, and other reading activities previously taught.  The teacher will use judgment based on surveys, K-W-L answers, and general recall of previous information to make modifications to lessons as needed.    

Lesson Plan 1

	Concept to be learned – Fact or Opinion

	Lesson Objectives – 

The student will be able to identify sentences about winter/snow activities as fact or opinion and pose their own fact and opinion statements in writing.

	Materials Needed – 
Fact/opinion poster                              writing paper – rough draft

Fact/opinion worksheet                        final copy pages (for statements)

Scissors, glue, pencils

	Time Allotment – 
1 hour


	Procedures – 
Introduction
1.  Students gather at carpet and as a class discuss the results of the survey previously taken of 2nd grade students and their favorite winter activities. 5-7 min.
2.  Teacher asks for definition of fact and opinion.  Then asks for facts about the survey.  Students provide answers to various questions such as:

     - Which activity did the most children like?  Least children like?  How many more like_________ than__________?  Etc.        5 min. 
Review/New Material

3.  Teacher poses opinion statements and asks class to provide response of fact or opinion to each.  Discussion of why statement is fact or opinion follows. 3-4 min.
4.  Worksheet is passed out and students are told to write fact or opinion on the line after they read the sentence.  When finished, papers are collected for teacher to grade. 5-8 min. 
5.  Students are given a piece of writing paper (for their rough draft statements).  Teacher tells them they are to write a fact on one side and an opinion on the other side of the paper and then bring it to teacher to check.  Students work while teacher walks and observes – helps as needed.  When students have fact and opinion wrote and correct as rough draft they will begin final copy.  Top page will contain the statement and bottom page will contain the word fact or opinion – under correct statement.  Top page will be cut to have flaps that life up to view the answer (fact/opinion).  The top page will then be glued to the bottom page and when dry bound into a book for the class to use/read.  20-30 min.


	Evaluation/Assessment – 
Observation

Final product grade for statements

85% or higher of fact/opinion worksheet

Ability to answer questions when asked




Name _________________________

Read each sentence.  

Write fact or opinion on the line.

___________________
Snow is white.

___________________
Sledding is fun!

___________________
Ice Skating is the best thing in the winter

___________________
You can sled down the hill in the snow.

___________________
I can build a snowman in the snow.

___________________
Many birds fly south for the winter.

Lesson Plan 2

	Concept to be learned – Symmetry 

	Lesson Objectives – 

The student will be able to create a symmetrical snowflake with construction paper and follow directions while working.

	Materials Needed – 

Scissors                                                              worksheet of snowflakes
Pencil                                                                   ruler
different colors of construction paper circles and whole pieces/paper

	Time Allotment – 
20-30 minutes 

	Procedures – 
Introduction
1.  Students were previously taught symmetry with different shapes, teacher will show shapes to review what symmetry is and how to find it.   5 min.
Review/New Material

2.  Teacher will demonstrate how to make a snowflake by folding paper circle and cutting small pieces out to make designs.  When finished teacher will take ruler and demonstrate dividing the snowflake in half – drawing a line with ruler and pencil through the middle.  Two symmetrical halves will be glued on large construction paper with small space between to show line of symmetry (line where shape was divided).  

10 minutes 
3.  Students will pick colors of paper and begin.  Teacher walks assisting students as needed.  Observations are made of how well they are following directions and if line of symmetry is made correctly (down middle for two halves).  10-15 min. 
4.  Upon completion of their page each student will get the worksheet to draw lines of symmetry through each snowflake.  When finished they turn in for teacher to check.

5 min.   

	Evaluation/Assessment – 

Observation
Completion of snowflake symmetry project correctly

Ability to correctly draw 4 out of 5 lines of symmetry correctly on worksheet




Lesson Plan 3
	Concept to be learned – Comparing and Contrasting similar stories

	Lesson Objectives – 

The student will be able to compare and contrast two stories of similar plot by using a Venn Diagram and identifying a set number of items depending on his color group.

	Materials Needed – 

Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett                                pencils
Goldilocks and the Three Bears                                      clipboard
Venn Diagram worksheet                                            notecards

	Time Allotment – 
45-60 minutes

	Procedures – 
Introduction
1.  Students gather at carpet with clipboards and pencils.  Teacher tells students they are going to listen to two stories today and then create a Venn Diagram.
New Material

 2.  Teacher reads aloud Three Snow Bears and when finished passes out note card to each student.  Each student writes characters, places, things from the story on their card to remember to help with the Venn later.   After a few moments the teacher reads Goldilocks and the Three Bears and the students do the same on the back of the note card as they did before.  Teacher asks questions to get students thinking about similarities between stories – such as:

Where there any characters who were the same or like each other?  Things they did?  Places they went?

3. When finished teacher passes out a Venn Diagram to each student.  Students find own area, away from others, to work.  They are already in different color groups for easy grouping during activities and told to complete Venn as follows:

Red – 3 similarities and 3 differences 

Blue – 4 similarities and 4 differences

Green – 4 similarities and 5 differences

4.  When finished students turn in Venn to teacher for grading according to rubric used for all Venn’s.    

	Evaluation/Assessment – 

Ability to answer questions during stories – check for understanding
Completion of Venn Diagram according to set expectations listed above
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Post Assessment 

The post assessment of this unit uses items from the pre assessment to help see the full knowledge gained by students.  While observations and ability to answer questions were used as evaluations for each lesson, which helps the teacher know if further lessons of that objective is needed.  If students are unable to answer questions and complete activities, the teacher will re-teach in small groups or whole class.  

For science students were asked to complete a K-W-L, with the teacher providing the questions for the W portion of the chart.  Student will now be asked to fill in the L portion with the answers to those questions and then add any other information they learned too.  If a student is unable to identify the answers to those questions, the teacher will provide small group instruction to those students because if they do not master this content they will be unable to build and master that which follows.  For math and social studies students were just reinforcing previously taught content.  While there isn’t a formal pre and post assessment students should be able to complete evaluations during the lesson because it was not a new concept and had already been mastered.  Language arts provided a pre assessment of matching vocabulary with definitions and the same assessment was given after teaching and using vocabulary words.  Students are expected to have increased their knowledge of these vocabulary words.  Other reading activities were monitored after each lesson.   
Name _________________








