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Rationale/ Statement of Purpose


Why teach the Constitution of the United States? It would seem that the answer should be obvious, because it is the foundation of our system of government and the document which provides us all with our protections from that same government. Unfortunately, we live in a society where the value we have placed on knowledge of the Constitution is waning. Retired Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor noted, “The habits of citizenship must be learned…But we have neglected civic education for the past several decades, and the results are predictably dismal.” (Education Week, 2011) How dismal might those results be? According to a 2002 survey given at the University of Alaska: only 34.4% of respondents knew that the Constitution guarantees a republican form of government to the states, 57% of respondents thought the Bill of Rights had only eight amendments, only 45.9% of respondents knew that the phrase “separation of church and state” was not in the Constitution. (Trostle, 2002) How can we expect our young people to take on the responsibilities of citizenship if we are sending them unprepared into the society? 


It is hard to overemphasize the importance of knowing the US Constitution. This document is the backbone of our democracy. Understanding the complex history surrounding the writing of the Constitution is incredibly relevant in our current time of political polarization. If our society is to continue to thrive and prosper it is up to those of us who teach social studies to mold well-informed citizens. The NCSS says, “Young people who are knowledgeable, skillful, and committed to democracy are necessary to sustaining and improving our democratic way of life, and participating as members of a global community.” (National Curriculum Standards,) Students today must be made to understand that the Constitution is not some moldy old document that is collecting dust in a museum. Rather they must come to understand that the Constitution is at work everyday in our society. Not a day goes by when the Constitution is not being used, interpreted and challenged. It is, without doubt, one of the most significant documents ever crafted by humankind. 


This unit will seek to guide students on a path to discovering the incredible history and substance of the Constitution. Following a cooperative learning model students will work in pairs and small groups reading, discussing, debating and writing about primary and secondary sources related to the US Constitution. By working collectively students will develop, both a deeper understanding of the material being covered and skills for working with others that will prove invaluable later in life. This unit shifts the burden of teaching onto the students and away from the teacher as the giver of all knowledge. 

Subunit Outcomes


For the purposes of this project I will focus in on teaching the fifth and sixth subunits from my curriculum-mapping project they are the Articles of the Constitution and the Amendments respectively. The subunit outcomes have been categorized according to Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Subunit 5 Outcomes: The Articles of the Constitution

1. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution. (knowledge)

2. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government. (comprehension)

3. Students will define: the Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, and Privileges and Immunities Clause. (comprehension)

4. Students will list the various ways the Constitution can be formally amended. (knowledge)

Subunit 6 Outcomes: The Amendments

5. Students will cite the various protections under the Bill of Rights, including: Free Speech, Protection from unreasonable search and seizure, the rights of those accused of a crime, the right to privacy, and state’s rights and debate the various Supreme Court interpretations of those rights. (knowledge/ evaluation)

6. Students will examine how voting rights have been extended to different groups over time and discuss the importance of having voting rights. (application/ comprehension)

7. Students will investigate the importance of the 14th Amendment to all Americans. (analysis)

Pre-Assessment


The pre-assessment is designed to give the teacher some insight into the background knowledge of the students. It is my hope that after going through the other subunits on the Constitution my students will have a general grasp of what the Articles and Amendments of the Constitution do for our country. This pre-assessment will be based upon a writing prompt that students will be given at the start of a class period, they will have ten minutes to complete it. Student’s will be asked to write on the following:

In your own words tell me what you know about the seven Articles and the 27 Amendments of the US Constitution.

Lesson Plans
Day 1 – Pre-assessment Activity

Unit: The Constitution of the United States

Subunit 5: The Articles of the Constitution/ Subunit 6: The Amendments to the Constitution

Learning Objectives:

Subunit 5 Outcomes: The Articles of the Constitution

1. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution. (knowledge)

2. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government. (comprehension)

3. Students will define: the Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, and Privileges and Immunities Clause. (comprehension)

4. Students will list the various ways the Constitution can be formally amended. (knowledge)
Subunit 6 Outcomes: The Amendments

5. Students will cite the various protections under the Bill of Rights, including: Free Speech, Protection from unreasonable search and seizure, the rights of those accused of a crime, the right to privacy, and state’s rights and debate the various Supreme Court interpretations of those rights. (knowledge/ evaluation)

6. Students will examine how voting rights have been extended to different groups over time and discuss the importance of having voting rights. (application/ comprehension)

7. Students will investigate the importance of the 14th Amendment to all Americans. (analysis)

Allotted Time: 50 minute class period

Materials: Students will need paper and something to write with. The front white board and dry erase markers.

Procedures:

· Key Question: What do you know about the Constitution?

· Begin the lesson with a brief review of the previous subunit, which dealt with the Constitutional Convention of 1787. Now transition to the days topic, the pre-assessment on the Articles and Amendments to the Constitution. (5 minutes)

· Ask the students to take out paper and something to write with and point their attention to the writing prompt on the front board. The students will have ten minutes to respond to the prompt, which reads: In your own words tell me what you know about the seven Articles and 27 Amendments to the Constitution. (10 minutes)

· Now have student move into groups of three or four (depending on the class size) and share what they have written with their peers. The teacher will circulate around the room and listen to the conversations, checking to see if there is agreement and/or any disputes among the students. (15 minutes)

· Now bring the whole class to attention and ask each student to go to the front board and write one thing they know about the Constitution on the board. This is known as a “chalkboard splash” activity. (5 minutes)

· The teacher will now discuss the various things written on the front board asking students to clarify and discuss what they have written. The teacher will ask for student questions and seek to clear up any misunderstandings about the Constitution. (15 minutes)

· Have student’s hand in their responses as they leave the class.

Summary/Closure/Evaluation

· The chalkboard splash activity is a great way to summarize the content of the days lesson and the discussion of it will bring closure as well. 

· By discussing the “chalkboard splash” activity and collecting the student’s responses the teacher will be able to evaluate the student’s pre-existing knowledge of the Constitution. 

· Big Idea: I want the students to begin their quest to learn more about the Constitution and clear up any misconceptions they may have. 

Day 2

Unit: The Constitution of the United States

Subunit 5: The Articles of the Constitution 

Objectives: 

1. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution. (knowledge)

2. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government. (comprehension)

Allotted time: 50 minute class period

Materials:

· Tribe, L. H., & Dorf, M. C. (2010). How not to read the Constitution. In P. Woll (Ed.), American Government: Readings and Cases (pp. 47- 51). New York: Longman. 

· Teacher prepared anticipation guide.
· Something to write with.
Procedures:

· Key Question: How is the Constitution meant to be interpreted, strictly or loosely?

· The teacher will preview the day’s lesson by explaining that the Constitution is a document that can be viewed in many different ways. Next, the teacher will preview the days reading from the American Government reader. Finally, the teacher will pass out the anticipation guide to the students and explain the directions. (5 minutes)

· Students will be given time to read the statements on the anticipation guide and make their selections. Then they will be given time to read the selection silently on their own to gather evidence for their anticipation guides. (15 minutes)

· Students will now move into groups of 4 or 5 and begin a discussion of the anticipation guides. Through the use of these guides students will discuss and debate topics from the reading. Their goal will be to convince other members of their group that they are correct. The teacher will circulate around the room listening to the conversations that take place between the groups of students.  If the teacher finds that two groups are in disagreement on the same statement he may ask those groups to debate one another and come to a consensus. (20 minutes)

· For the last ten minutes of class the teacher will lead a whole class discussion using the anticipation guide.

Summary/Closure/Evaluation

· Evaluation will have taken place as the teacher circulates around the room and listens to the student conversations and in the whole class discussion.

· The teacher will close the lesson with a summary of the key points that were discussed regarding the article and the theories regarding constitutional interpretation.

· Big Idea: I want the students to begin to see that the Constitution is a “living document” that was designed to be interpreted differently by each generation. It’s adaptability is what has allowed our government to sustain itself.

Below you will find the anticipation guide to be used with the lesson.

How Not To Read the Constitution

Anticipation Guide

Directions: Prior to reading the article look at each statement below. If you agree with a statement place a check mark in the space next to it; the statements you disagree with just leave blank. As you read gather evidence from the article to support your view on each statement. 

____ The Framers would be surprised to see that the Constitution they wrote in 1787 is still in use today in the 21st Century.

____ Because the Constitution was written in concrete terms constitutional interpretation is easily accomplished.

____ The genius of the Framers was that they created a rule in the Constitution for every conceivable situation.

____ “The United States Constitution has proven itself the most marvelously elastic compilation of rules of government ever written.” – Franklin D. Roosevelt

____ Given the current state of our country it is probably time to write a new Constitution.

Day 3

Unit: The Constitution of the United States

Subunit 5: The Articles of the Constitution

Objectives:

1. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution. (knowledge)

2. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government. (comprehension)

3. Students will define: the Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, and Privileges and Immunities Clause. (comprehension)

Allotted Time: 50 minutes

Materials:

· Students will need paper, something to write with and their text book: 

The constitution: the six basic principles. In (2008). W. McClenaghan (Ed.), Magruder's American Government (pp. 64-70). New York: Prentice Hall.
· Teacher prepared “Think-Pair-Share” questions to be placed on the overhead projector. 

Procedures:

· Key Question: What are the principles upon which the Constitution is founded and how are they put into practice?

· The class period will begin with a “free write”. Students will be given three minutes to respond to the following prompt: “What advantages does a loose interpretation of the Constitution offer over a strict interpretation?” At the end of three minutes the students will hand in the free write responses.

· The teacher will introduce the lesson and preview the reading with the students. (2 minutes)

· The students will be given 15 minutes to read Chapter 3 section 1 from their textbook. As the students read the teacher will read the free write responses and make any needed corrections.

· At the end of the reading time students will pair up. The teacher will place the Think-Pair-Share overhead on the projector and cover the questions. The questions will be revealed one at a time.  Students will write their response to the questions in their notebooks and then share their response with their partners. The teacher will walk around and listen to the conversations. Their goal will be to seek consensus on the answers. After a minute or two the teacher will ask one of the pairs to share their response with the class. Any questions or discussion on the question will be done at this time. The process will repeat until the end of the period. (30 minutes)

Summary/Closure/ Evaluation

· The evaluation will take place in two phases. One during the free write which will be asking about the lesson from the day before. Two during the TPS activity. The main points of the reading will be summarized during the class discussion. 

· Closure will come when the students are asked to go online that night to the teachers wiki site and complete an exit slip activity detailing two things the student learned that day and one thing they are still confused about. 

· Big Ideas: I want students to understand that the Constitution is based on 6 fundamental principles that define our society. (limited government, popular sovereignty, judicial review, federalism, checks and balances, and separation of powers)

Think-Pair-Share Questions for the Day 3 Lesson

1. What is the purpose of the Preamble?

2. How does the Constitution protect the principle of popular sovereignty?

3. What can be done to make our leaders follow the law?

4. In what ways did the Framer’s experiences with King George influence the writing of the Constitution?

5. Check’s and balances and separation of powers create a slow, inefficient government. Defend them.

6. What arguments can you make against this statement? “Judicial review by an unelected Supreme Court is undemocratic and violates the Constitution.”

7. Explain federalism in your own words. 

Day 4 and 5

Unit: The Constitution of the United States

Subunit 5 : The Articles of the Constitution

Objectives:

1. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution. (knowledge)

2. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government. (comprehension)

3. Students will define: the Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, and Privileges and Immunities Clause. (comprehension)

Allotted Time: two 50 minute class periods.

Materials:

· A copy of the Constitution

· Markers, large role of poster paper.

Procedures:

· Key Question: What are the purposes of the Articles of the Constitution? 

· Explain to the students that they are going to be reading the Constitution over the next two days. (2-3 minutes)

· Ask the students to get into groups of four or five. 

· On the first day the students will be given time to read (15 minutes) Articles I, II and III then they will get into their groups and construct a graphic organizer. (35 minutes)

· On the second day the students will be given time to read Articles IV, V and VI  (15 minutes) they will then get into groups and add to their graphic organizer from the day before. (35 minutes)

· Once the students have completed their graphic organizers they can then hang them on the classroom wall for later reference.

Summary/closure/evaluation

· By having the students work in groups to create their graphic organizers they are deciding what is the most important information to include. Additionally, as each group is deciding what type of graphic organizer to create they will be organizing the information in a way that is meaningful to them. The evaluation will take place as the teacher moves around the room and listens to the conversations that take place between the students and of course their complete work will be displayed upon the walls for the duration of the unit. 

· Big Ideas: I want to students to understand the purposes behind each article in the Constitution. As well as the nature of the governmental relationships created by this document.

Day 6

Unit: The Constitution of the United States

Subunit 6: The Amendments to the Constitution

Allotted Time: one 50 minute class period

Objectives: 

1. Students will cite the various protections under the Bill of Rights, including: Free Speech, Protection from unreasonable search and seizure, the rights of those accused of a crime, the right to privacy, and state’s rights.

2. Students will explain how voting rights have been extended to different groups over time.

3. Students will describe the importance of the 14th Amendment to all Americans.

Materials

· Computer, lightbox projector, powerpoint on the Bill of Rights and voting amendments (or notes for the front board) 

· Students will need a notebook and something to write with.
Procedures:

· Key Question: What are the basic protection offered to American citizens by the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment? In what ways has the right to vote been extended to various groups in American society?

· The teacher will introduce the topic of the day’s lesson to the class and explain the interactive lecture procedure. In an interactive lecture the students take notes and listen to the teacher for about 5 minutes at a time. The lecture is broken up by questions, which the students will answer and then discuss with a small group. (5 minutes)

· The teacher will begin the lecture and use a powerpoint presentation so students have something to look at and take notes. Every two or three slides there will be a question for the students to discuss within their groups. Answers will be shared with the class and some whole class discussion is likely to follow. (45 minutes)

Summary/Closure/Evaluation

· The teacher will conclude the lecture with a brief summary of the day’s topic and then explain that the class will be looking at each of the Constitutional amendments in detail in the coming unit. 

· The evaluation will have taken place during the discussion breaks during the course of the lecture.

· Big Ideas: I want students to have the basics of what rights the Bill of Rights protects as well as who has voting rights in our society.
AP Government


            Name: 





The Constitution



Period: 




Subunits 5 and 6 Test



Date: 





I. Completion: On each blank write the word(s) that BEST completes each statement.  

(1 point each)


With the inauguration of George Washington on April 30, 1789 the new government was under way.  The new government was to be run according to the U.S. Constitution, which was the product of the efforts of the delegates at the Constitutional Convention.  That document has been governing the people of the United States for over two hundred years.  


The United States Constitution has three main parts.  It begins with an introductory statement know as the 1. 




.  This statement lists the goals of American government.  The Articles make up the second part of the document.  There are a total of 2. 




 Articles.  The 

3. 




 branch of government is described in Article I.  Article II describes the function of the 4. 




 branch.  The third branch of government, the 5. 




 branch, is described in Article III.  Following the Articles is the third part of the United States Constitution, the 6. 




.  These are formal changes to the written words of the Constitution.  There have been 7. 




 changes to the original document.  The first ten are collectively know as the 8. 




II. True/False: Place a (+) in front of those statements that are true and a (0) in front of those statements that are false.  (1 point each)

_____ 9. National governments use their reserved powers to function in such areas as foreign diplomacy and defense.

_____ 10. Without a division of powers, political control tends to concentrate at one level of government.

_____ 11. The Constitution clearly states all of the implied powers of the National Government.

_____ 12. Expressed powers are those needed to carry out the powers specifically granted to the National Government.

_____ 13. The Constitution gives delegated powers to both the National and State governments.

_____ 14. Acquiring territory and extending diplomatic recognition to a foreign country both constitute the use of inherent powers.

_____ 15. All expressed powers are automatically exclusive powers of the National Government.

_____ 16. The primary difference between a unitary system and a federal system is the scope of the power given to State and local governments.

III. Constitution Principle ID: Match the following governmental concepts with the statement that best exemplifies them.  Choices may be used more than once. 

(1 point each)

a. federalism


b. judicial review

c. checks and balances

d. separation of powers
e. limited government

f. popular sovereignty

_____ 17. The powers not given to the federal government are reserved for the states.


    (10th Amendment)

_____ 18. “We the people of the United States…”  (Preamble)

_____ 19. The Senate votes to confirm the President’s nominee for the Supreme Court.

_____ 20. Government may only exercise those powers delegated to it.

_____ 21. The Supreme Court declares unconstitutional a new law limiting the ability to


     purchase guns.

_____ 22. Licensing for teaching certificates varies from state to state.

_____ 23. Only Congress has the authority to declare war.

_____ 24. Congress overrides the executive veto on a controversial bill.

_____ 25. The concept contained in the Declaration of Independence.

_____ 26. The impeachment of President Clinton. 

IV. Multiple Choice: Write the letter of the BEST choice on the line.  (1 point each)

_____ 27. The legislative branch can check the judicial branch by its power to


a. name federal judges


b. override a presidential veto


c. declare executive actions unconstitutional


d. remove judges through impeachment

_____ 28. The executive branch may check the judicial branch of the government only through its power


a. to recommend legislation


b. to veto legislation


c. to reject judicial appointments


d. to appoint judges

_____ 29. Which of the following is NOT an example of the checks and balances system?


a. the Supreme Court declares a law unconstitutional.


b. the President welcomes a visiting foreign leader.


c. the President vetoes a bill.


d. the Senate confirms the new Secretary of State.

_____ 30. Judicial review was established…

 
a. under Article I of the Constitution


b. by a Supreme Court decision


c. at the state government level


d. by constitutional amendment

_____ 31. Which of the following best explains the concept of popular sovereignty?


a. governments are not all powerful


b. powers are divided among the three branches of government


c. the federal government is superior to state government


d. government can only govern with the consent of the people

_____ 32. Which of the following reflects the Framers fear of too much power resting with one branch of government?


a. popular sovereignty


b. separation of powers


c. limited government


d. judicial review

_____ 33. The Constitution set up a federal system of government by


a. distributing power among the three branches of government


b. dividing power between the federal government and the 50 states


c. providing an amendment process


d. giving the President the veto power

_____ 34. The elastic clause


a. denies the states the authority to levy taxes


b. provides state governments with the authority to pass any necessary 


legislation


c. is also referred to as the “necessary and proper” clause


d. denies many powers to the federal government


e. both b and c

_____ 35. Inherent powers…


a. are derived from the elastic clause


b. are specifically spelled out under Article I, Section 8


c. are derived from the Tenth Amendment


d. are not mentioned in the Constitution

_____ 36. NOT being able to sign treaties, coin money, regulate interstate trade would all be…


a. powers denied to the federal government


b. powers denied to the state governments


c. powers that would have to be derived from the “elastic clause”


d. powers only denied to the President under Article II

_____ 37. The Federal Government’s powers to coin money, make treaties, impose tariffs, and regulate interstate commerce are both expressed and


a. reserved


b. concurrent


c. exclusive


d. inherent

_____ 38. NO ex post facto laws, NO granting titles of nobility, NO taxation of exports, are…


a. powers denied to the National Government



b. powers denied to the States


c. powers denied the National and state governments


d. powers that would have to be derived from the elastic clause


e. powers that could be given to the National Government if Congress passed

 
legislation to do so

_____ 39. If a person is legally married in one State, the other 49 states would also recognize the legality of the marriage because…


a. concurrent powers


b. extradition


c. Necessary and Proper Clause


d. Full Faith and Credit Clause

_____ 40. If a State law is in conflict with a federal law, which takes precedence (must be followed)?


a. State law


b. federal law


c. neither


d. whichever Congress decides is the fairest

_____ 41. The power to admit new states to the Union rest with 



a. Congress


b. President


c. Supreme Court


d. State governors

_____ 42. Which of the following is NOT an obligation of the Federal Government to the States?


a. republican form of government guaranteed


b. protection from invasion/domestic violence


c. federal grants-in-aid


d. respect for state territorial integrity

_____ 43. Each of the 50 states may…


a. conclude a treaty with a foreign nation


b. secede (leave) the Union


c. enter into compacts (agreements) with other sates


d. tax federal property within its borders

_____ 44. Which is NOT an example of State aid to the National Government?


a. State and local conduct of national elections


b. State treasuries paying taxes to the National Government


c. State courts conducting naturalization procedures


d. State law agencies apprehending those suspected of breaking federal laws

_____ 45. Which of the following is an exception to regular observance of the Full Faith and Credit Clause?


a. acceptance of other States’ laws


b. recognition of other States’ records


c. agreement with other States’ court actions


d. enforcement of other States’ criminal laws

_____ 46. Which of the following phrases is a shorthand description of the Privileges and Immunities Clause?


a. interstate citizenship


b. interstate rendition


c. interstate commerce


d. none of the above

_____ 47. Which of the following powers can the National Government legally exercise?


a. expressed powers only


b. expressed, implied, and inherent powers


c. delegated and reserved powers


d. powers not granted to the States

_____ 48. The legal process by which a fugitive from justice is returned to one State from another is known as


a. an interstate compact


b. extradition


c. an act of admission


d. expatriation

_____ 49. The informal amendment process


a. involves changing the written words of the Constitution


b. has been used very little in the past 200 years


c. can occur only with the approval of the States


d. keeps the Constitution responsible and up to date

_____ 50. When Thomas Jefferson wrote of the Constitution that it “belongs to the living and not to the dead,” he most likely meant that


a. each new generation must preserve the Constitution as it was written


b. the provisions of the Constitution will never be obsolete


c. the Framers should have made it more relevant to young people


d. the Constitution must be responsive to changing times and customs

_____ 51. The formal amendment process


a. can proceed only with the approval of the President


b. involves changing the written words of the Constitution


c. involves unwritten changes in the interpretation of the Constitution


d. is undertaken jointly by the executive, legislative, and judicial branches

_____ 52. The formal amendment process


a. developed as an unwritten custom


b. was established by a Supreme Court ruling


c. was provided for in the Constitution


d. was established by an act of Congress

_____ 53. The Constitution has grown and changed mostly as a result of 


a. State legislation


b. State conventions


c. formal amendments


d. informal amendments

_____ 54. By 1985, 32 States had petitioned Congress to call a convention to propose an amendment to require that the federal budget be balanced each year.  How many more States are needed for that step to be taken?


a. 2


b. 4


c. 6


d. 18

_____ 55. The only amendment to have been proposed by Congress and then ratified differently than any other amendment was the …


a. 10th

b. 16th

c. 21st

d. 26th
V. Bill of Rights Matching: On each blank, write the letter of the description which BEST matches each amendment.  (1 point each)

_____ 56. First Amendment



a. protection from unreasonable 

_____ 57. Second Amendment


searches and seizures

_____ 58. Third Amendment



b. guarantee of due process and

_____ 59. Fourth Amendment


eminent domain

_____ 60. Fifth Amendment



c. protection from cruel and 

_____ 61. Sixth Amendment



unusual punishment

_____ 62. Seventh Amendment


d. protection against the 

_____ 63. Eighth Amendment


quartering of soldiers in times of

_____ 64. Ninth Amendment



peace

_____ 65. Tenth Amendment



e. guarantees people rights not

_____ 66. Fourteen the Amendment


listed in the Constitution








f. powers not given to the federal








government are reserved for the








States








g. right to bear arms shall not be








violated








h. trial by jury guaranteed in all








civil trial involving more than $20








i. freedom of speech, press, religion,








petition, and assembly








j. guarantees right to a public and








speedy trial, witnesses, and a lawyer








K. used to incorporate the Bill of 








Rights onto the States.

VI: Free Response Question

The framers of the United States Constituion created a legislative system that is bicameral. However, it is not just bicameral; the framers also established two houses of distinctly different character and authority.

1. Discuss two reasons why the framers created a bicameral legislature.

2. Identify one power unique to the House of Representatives and explain why the framers gave the House that power.

3. Identify one power unique to the Senate and explain why the framers gave the Senate that power. 

Question taken from 2006 AP Government Exam:  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/_ap06_frq_gopo_us_51788.pdf 
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