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Sequence Rationale – Multicultural Curriculum Design

The first lesson introduces third-grade students to different types of nonfiction and fiction writing.  Students explore a variety of nonfiction books and compare them to fiction.  Students also learn about different categories of nonfiction writing and practice identifying books that fall into these categories.  Peer interaction, hands-on experiences with nonfiction books, and the use of graphic organizers facilitate students understanding of the texts.  Students record their thinking and new learning and discuss them as a class.  The teacher designates a comfortable meeting area in the classroom that will seat all students for group work.  They are administered for the pretest prior to the lesson.  The students will then begin to label one piece of chart paper with the heading “Fiction” and another with the heading “Nonfiction.”  The class copies the Venn diagram onto another piece of chart paper.  The students use a fourth piece to make a three-section T-chart with the headings “Informative Books,” “Biographies,” and “Autobiographies.”  The students become more familiar with the new terminology.


During the second lesson, students explore a variety of nonfiction books and compare them to fiction.  Students also learn about different categories of nonfiction writing such as biographies, which are books that an author has written about someone else and autobiographies, which are books about a person written by the person.  The class reads an informative book called Native Americans by Jay Miller.  Students learn that this type of book is an example of an informative book.


Lesson three introduces peer interaction, hands-on experiences with nonfiction books, and the use of graphic organizers to facilitate student understanding of the texts.  Students record their thinking and new learning and discuss the concepts.  Students read Rising Voices:  Writings of Young Native Americans by Arlene Hirschfelder and Beverly Singer.  The students learn that this is an example of an autobiography.  Students discuss the components of and autobiography.

The fourth lesson introduces biographies.  Students explore a variety of biographies books and compare them to fiction.  Students also learn about different categories of biography writing and practice identifying books that fall into these categories.  Peer interaction, hands-on experiences with nonfiction books, and the use of graphic organizers facilitate student understanding of the texts.  Students record their thinking and new learning and discuss them as a class.


In the last lesson, the teacher reads a patterned text to the students and explains the pattern with the class.  The students when write a story about Native Americans relating to the patterned text.  They brainstorm the topic on chart paper about everything they learn about Native Americans.  The teacher writes the first sentence on the chart paper.  The teacher asks for volunteers for the next sentence.  The process, continues until the story is complete.  If it appears that students understand they break up into 5 groups of 4.  After practice the students collaborate with groups.  The students have 15 seconds to find 4 group members.  They continue to brain storm some information about the things they have learned about Native Americans.  They then apply the information to a patterned text form on the chart paper.  The students come to the teacher when they are finished.  After they are done with this they tape them to the chalk board in the front of the class.  They discuss the rules about what a listener’s job is while the different groups are presenting.  The rules are to be quiet and raise your hand if you have a question, do not talk to your neighbor, do not make fun of anyone, and to remember the golden rule.  The groups come up into the front of the class and read their recycled story.  Each group will have 2 minutes to present their recycled story.


In conclusion, the lesson is sequenced this way because it goes from one topic to the next topic very smoothly in an appropriate order.  Students discuss and learn about fiction, nonfiction, autobiography, and biographies on different days.  The students are learning and reviewing daily.  This scope and sequence is important to have a successful unit of study.
