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Students will be evaluated in many different ways throughout the 8th grade language arts course.  It is very important that student understanding is constantly being assessed and that this drives my instruction and planning.  I will be using both formative and summative assessment throughout the year, and students will be very involved in most of the evaluation processes.  By involving the students and helping them clearly see what they are learning and why, they will be more likely to internalize the information.  After the school year, students will be entering high school and they will need to be prepared for essays, research papers, and even short-answer questions on standardized tests.


First of all, students will be involved in a variety of formative assessments.  Students will complete activities related to writing, traits, grammar, or punctuation in class on a daily basis.  These will include worksheets, group work, journal entries, and stations.  Often times, these activities will be assessed for understanding rather than a grade.  Students will also use interactive responders in class, which are great tools for that fact that they give immediate feedback of student understanding.  Pre-test and post-test, as well as entrance and exit slips, will be used to see not only what the students learned, but also to assess the success of teaching strategies being used.  

The great thing about the writing process is that students are highly involved throughout the entire process.  Students will be assessed at different points throughout the process.  I will monitor their pre-writing and guide them with suggestions as they enter the writing process.  I will also meet with students in individual conferences to discuss goals and their writing.  After they are finished writing, students will have the opportunity to read their peers’ papers and assess them using guides that I provide.  Discussions among peers are great ways for students to share their understanding and help others in the class.  After students revise and turn in their final copy, I will assess their paper using the trait rubric related to the trait of focus during that time.  This will be more of a summative assessment and will count for a formal grade.


Aside from formal writing, other summative assessments throughout the year include spelling tests and quizzes over punctuation or grammar.  The quizzes include higher- level thinking questions and allow students the opportunity to apply what they learned, rather than just show it.  Students will also take the Ohio Achievement Assessment each April.  While students do not take a specific test for writing, writing is found on each test in the form of short-answer questions.  Students apply their writing skills in every subject throughout the year, not just on the OAA.

Assessing the students on a daily basis will be a great short-term evaluation of my teaching strategies and student understanding.  Long-term, I will meet regularly with other 8th grade language arts teachers to discuss the most successful teaching methods for specific concepts.  I will also observe other teachers and have other teachers observe my classroom.  This will provide helpful feedback of the class and strategies being used.  By keeping records of student success and their performance on summative assessments, I will be able to gather important information as to methods that are working and methods that need improvement.  Through it all, I will continue to get to know my students, their learning styles, and their growth; this, in my opinion, is the best evaluation strategy.
