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Statement of Purpose

“Writing is like breathing; we can’t live without either.  Each day we write our lives through our actions, inaction, voices, and writing.  We make choices, we make plans, we revise out plans…all of this in a form of writing” (Blanchfield & Tompkins, 2005, p.1).  Writing is a crucial skill that all students need to know, yet the problem lies in helping students to see its importance.  At the beginning of the school year, I asked students the simple question, “What makes good writing?”  The responses from the 8th graders were all very similar: capitalization, correct spelling, 5-6 sentences in each paragraph, correct punctuation, and good handwriting.  No students mentioned anything about the writing process, the content in writing, or even details!  This showed me from the very first week that students need more instruction in the area of writing.  Junior high students need to be prepared for high school, and in order to do that, they need to be exposed to many different ideas, strategies, and styles of writing.  

Getting adolescents interested and engaged in writing can often be a difficult task, but it can be done by taking student needs and interests into consideration.  In a study entitled “Academic and Life Goals: Insights from Adolescent Writers,” a teacher commented, “Our students saw writing assignments as more ‘real’ when they had an idea they wanted to communicate to an audience, especially when tied to their career aspirations and their emerging beliefs about the word.  They found energy to write” (Potter, McCormick, & Busching, 2001, p. 53).  Like every other class that students take in junior high, students need to find value in the work they are doing.  Students seem to always want an answer to the question, “Why do we have to know this?” By tying the writing process into students’ individual lives and possible future plans, it gives them a clear purpose to work towards.  Adolescent writers need instruction tied to their lives, caring teachers that students trust with their writing, and goals for the year and future.

Many students become frustrated when writing because they do not think they are “good” at it.  This creates a problem because students need to be able to write for their entire lives.  Obviously writing is always found in education- both high school classes and college.  However, students also need to be able to write thank-you notes, cover letters, resumes, essays to show interest in a certain job or school, and more, depending on students’ career choices.  The Ohio Department of Education recently adopted Common Core standards, which are said to be more focused and rigorous than the previous standards.  State Board of Education President Deborah Cain (2010) stated, “Through the adoption of these standards, the State Board has affirmed its commitment to ensure all students graduate high school with the knowledge, skills, and behaviors necessary to be well prepared for success in college or the workforce” (Ohio Department of Education).  Writing is found everywhere and students need to develop these essential skills in order to succeed in the world.

In my 8th grade language arts course, the instruction will include reading, writing, grammar, and literature studies, but for the purpose of my curriculum map, I chose to focus solely on writing.  Rather than choosing one particular model for teaching writing, I wanted to draw from many different sources.  I do not believe that one type of curriculum can fit the needs of all students.  Instead, many different strategies, methods, and ideas should be used throughout the school year.  The curriculum is grounded on 4 specific Common Core standards: Text Types and Purposes, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Conventions of Standard English.  These standards work hand-in-hand throughout the writing process.  The curriculum also includes the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing, which include ideas, organization, voice, work choice, sentence fluency, conventions, and presentation.  The school is slowly transitioning to using this model in every grade level so that students will have a common “language” when it comes to writing and revising.  “The breakdown [of the traits] alone is a big step toward understanding how to revising effectively,” wrote the author of the traits, Ruth Culham (2003, p.14).  Not only will students be writing in a variety of contexts, but they will also be focusing on major aspects of writing.  This will help students to revise their writing by focusing on one trait as a time, rather than trying to fix all of the red markings on their paper at once.  

Overall, students need to learn how to write because writing is found in almost every school class and many career choices.  By taking my 8th grade language arts course, students will participate in writing workshops, write both formal and informal pieces of writing, and focus on one trait of writing at a time.  Students will develop their own voice while writing and they will be able to write narratives, informative essays, and arguments.  At the end of the year, students will have improved in every aspect of writing and, with their new knowledge, they will be prepared for their freshman year of high school.  My hope is to build on the knowledge learned in 7th grade, while preparing them for the years ahead.  In the end, my classroom will become a community of writers.
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