Danielle Walter


The Nile

Grade Level Band: 6-8
Grade Level:  6
Benchmark:  History:  Early Civilizations
Grade Level Indicator:  Compare the geographic, political, economic, and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus Valleys before 100 B.C. including:  Location, Government, Religion, Agriculture, Cultural and Scientific Contributions.  
The Nile is the longest river in the world, flowing for nearly 4163 miles.  It is located in Africa, and collects water from a vast area of Northeastern Africa.  While teaching about the Nile, students will learn the importance this river had on Egypt and its people.  

The artifact box created will be shown to the students in the beginning of the lesson.  This will give them knowledge of the river and where it’s located, as well as interest them.  The artifact box will be helpful throughout the lesson because students will be able to refer back to the main pieces that make up the Nile.  The box will also symbolize the importance of the Nile and how it helped Egypt.  
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Pollard, M.  (1997).  The Nile.  Marshall Cavendish, New York.  
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Desert:  The Nile River surrounds the Sahara Desert and provides people and animals with a way of hydration.  The annual flood helps keep water flowing throughout the desert, providing livable situations for people and animals.  Most Egyptians were living near the Nile, and it provides water, food, transportation and excellent soil for growing food.  This desert area could not have survived without the moisture of the Nile and the annual floods.    





Papyrus:  Reeds, which are called papyrus, are a tall, aquatic plant that served many uses for people in Egypt.  This tall plant grew along the Nile River.  People used the papyrus to make a kind of paper.  The Egyptians specifically made paper and boats from these reeds.  





The Nile’s:  The Nile River is made up of two main streams of water coming together.  These two main streams of water are called the White Nile and the Blue Nile.  The White Nile collects its water from the mountains and tropical rainforests of central Africa.  The collection of this water makes the White Nile have a fairly even flow of water throughout the year.  The releasing of this water down the White Nile prevents the lower Nile from drying up even in the dry season.  The Blue Nile’s water level changes throughout the seasons.  All the changes in the water level makes the Blue Nile hurtle down through deep gorges and over rapids.  This tears away at loose rocks and soil and carries them along with it.  This makes the clear water turn brown and then joins the White Nile at Khartoum and flows north towards Egypt.  





Sediments:  Sediments are minerals that are deposited by water, wind, or ice.  From the flow of both the White and Blue Nile’s, sediments were collected along the River Nile.  The sediment that was carried by these two bodies of water, left nice fertile strips, which really recognized the Nile as a great civilization.  The sediments left behind from many years of floods left rich soil behind along the Nile.  The narrow strip of the lower Nile had a top layer of rich, black soil, which was as fertile as any land.  The ancient Egyptians used this rich soil along the Nile to produce food for themselves and their animals.





Animal Life:  Along the Nile, there are many animals found.  These animals help the people of Egypt in several different ways.  First there is farming.  There are hundreds of farms along the Nile, and the farmers usually use boats to transport items between locations on the Nile.  Then there is fishing.  Fishing is a common way to receive food along the Nile.  Almost everyone that lived along the Nile would have farmed at least once in his or her life.  Fishing also provides people with a source of income and wealth.  Bird’s, were another common animal living along the Nile.  Some bird’s fly low enough, which makes the people able to catch them with nets.  A common bird that lives along the Nile is an African fish-eagle.  Finally, crocodiles even lived and lounged around near the Nile.  Even today these animals are coming back around the Nile, behind the Aswan High Dam that was built about 40 years ago.  





The Aswan High Dam:  The Aswan High Dam was built in the 1960’s to help control the annual flooding.  The floodwaters today are trapped in Lake Nasser behind the dam.  The stopping of the flooding has enabled more land in the valley to be irrigated, which helps feed Egypt’s growing population.  The creation of this dam also helped grow more crops such as cotton and fruit for exporting.  
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