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The purpose of the current study was twofold: to identify publicly engaged scholar (PES)’s self-perception; to examine pathways toward becoming a PES. Scholarship and Practice Imagining America defines Publicly Engaged Scholarship as follows: Publicly engaged academic work is “scholarly or creative activity integral to a faculty member’s academic area. It encompasses different forms of making knowledge about, for, and with diverse publics and communities. Through a coherent, purposeful sequence of activities, it contributes to the public good and yields artifacts of public and intellectual value." We hypothesized that this definition can be interpreted differently among individual PES. Therefore, for the current study, we collected survey data from 427 PES who have been participating in Scholarship and Practice Imagining America, including their educational background, self-perception, perspectives of scholarship, and their journeys that support their current publicly engaged scholarship. A path analysis was conducted with the data through AMOS 19. Two self-perception variables including ‘Self-as-Researcher’ and ‘Self-as-Activist’ and four journey variables including ‘Collegiate Experiences’, ‘Cultural Involvements’, ‘Community Service’, and ‘Graduate Work’ were selected for a path model based on an initial correlation analysis. The results indicate that a path model with three exogenous variables (Collegiate experiences, Cultural involvements, Community Service) and three endogenous variables (Graduate Work, Self as Researcher, Self as Activist) fits the survey data as well as does a saturated model (χ² = 4.823, df = 6, p = .567). In the found model, PES who perceived themselves as researchers, appreciated graduate work as the most valuable experience supporting their current publicly engaged scholarship. Alternatively, PES who perceived themselves as activists emphasized their undergraduate experiences as major influence on their current publicly engaged scholarship. Cultural involvement and community service learning during undergraduate education were also emphasized by these PES who considered themselves as activists. Implications of this study are discussed in terms of higher education and future research to support PES’ active engagement in research as well as community service.
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