Role: Research Administrator 

Liz Harmer – School of Healthcare Studies.

Interviewed (by Joe Nicholls) – 14.10.05 (approx 30 mins)
Post title is Research Administrator for School of Healthcare Studies (at the time of the interview had been in post for only 3 weeks – revisit in approx 3 months)

Key initial role is primarily concerned with liaising with research (PhD) students (currently 6 students throughout the school)

Liaise with central Registry regarding recruitment, admissions and progress of research students. However, Registry involvement is minimal throughout lifecycle of research student. Mainly concerned with monitoring progression (need to establish key stages of information exchange) – looking to use SIMS based module for monitoring progression of research students (contact Rhodri Evans and Helen Dennis in INSRV)

Concerned with producing school documentation detailing policies and procedures that have anything to do with school research activities, including students - and also ensuring that staff and students are kept up to date with changes and developments (clarify methods and channels of communication, and new possibilities)
Also working with INSRV (Sue Lay) regarding the design and development of web based Researcher homepages. Aiming to encourage and support staff/students in the maintenance of web pages and more generally school research web pages.
Intend to use Bb based PDP tools – needs to become familiar in order to encourage students use. Currently, just need to make them aware of what is available.
Key aim is to help generate more research income for the school. Currently finding out who’s doing what, when and when regarding research activity in the school. Finding out where currently sources of funding, new sources of funding liaise with RACD and disseminate within school.

Aiming to get more staff research active – this is easier with new staff (e.g. Mike 1 yr), less so with long standing staff. Seeking to build confidence of staff, build internal teams and also collaboration with other schools (e.g., Gail Boniface with SOCSI)

Robert Van Deursen is Chair of the School’s Research Committee and Research lead for Physiotherapy – (who are equivalents for other depts?) – school meetings (frequency?)
Extent of research activity: Physiotherapy > Radiography > Occupational Therapy

Currently thinking about preparation/planning for mock RAE in early ‘06

Also, in the processes of writing research strategy – (Prof Peter Blood mentor for School) – all current research active staff have dual role with teaching – but do not currently have any dedicated research staff

Know that ENGIN used internal database for school’s research publiscations – would like to do the same for SCHS - Looking to more fully understand the use and benefit of EndNote, PubMed, and how to integrate (made aware of INSRV e-Prints project – Joe to forward information on status)
Concerned with how to find out what research related activities in other schools – supportive practices as well as potential for collaborative research.

People in other schools with similar/overlapping roles:

· Theresa King – Medicine

· Amina Latif – Medical students only
· Emma Thomas – Dental students

· Dawn Harrington – ENCAP

· Fiona Pac-Soo – Engineering

· Sarah Gape - Bioscience

