

The unit I created for my curriculum design and map is a large unit that would be implemented into a Spanish level one high school or middle school course.  This unit could potentially be used at the elementary level depending on the level and background of the students, but would have to be slightly revised to meet the learner, societal, and content needs of the students.  This unit, Un día de una persona española, consists of three separate but connecting subunits.  The subunits all connect because students will build on the concepts and skills they learn as they go from one unit to the next unit.  This has to do with the nature of learning any language.  This unit intends for students to learn some of the basic vocabulary words, grammar, and culture in order for students to be able to start communicating in the language.  The unit is centered around three different common aspects of everyday life, people, school and food, as a way to teach the students using different but related themes to inform them of common Spanish vocabulary words and grammar points.  Furthermore, the themes relate to anyone and everyone in the world therefore students are able to compare and contrast the Spanish and American culture.  This unit will be taught the first half of the school year, with each subunit being approximately a month long.  
There would be a small introductory unit before this one where the students would learn basic and key Spanish concepts such as the letters of the alphabet, numbers, and greetings.  I will also teach the students Spanish commands I will use daily during class instruction like, “Abran sus libros” (open your book) or “siéntate” (sit down) and important phrases they may need to use in class such as ¿Cómo se dice…. en español? (How do you say…. in Spanish? or tengo una pregunta (I have a question).


The sequence I chose to use for this particular curriculum design was Concept-related.  There are four different types of Concept-related sequencing.  Therefore, I chose to utilize the logical prerequisite, which focuses on a sequence based on the logical order of teaching a specific content or the building of concepts.  I chose this sequencing pattern because learning another language is a concept that follows a logical order.  For example, one would not be able to speak a sentence in Spanish if they did not first know the Spanish vocabulary words or grammar concepts.  Therefore, you must start with the basic skills before you move on to the more complicated and sophisticated skills.

This unit would start off with a kick-off event that will allow students the opportunity to learn some basic information about Spanish speaking countries.  Each student will be assigned a different Spanish speaking country. The students will predict what the lives of the people who live in that country may be like.  Students will then conduct research on their country in order to learn more about the people who live there. Next, students will create a poster that demonstrates their predictions about the people who live in that country and the information they discovered from their research.  Each student will present his or her poster to the class.  These posters will be hung up in the classroom for the remainder of this unit.   


The first subunit, Mis amigos y yo, will allow students to learn how to talk about people in general.  In the first lesson of this subunit students will learn vocabulary words of common activities people do, such as run, watch T.V., and read.  In addition to these activities students will learn how to use the gustar construction to express that they like and do not like to do something. In the next lesson students will learn the Spanish vocabulary words for common personality traits of people.  Then, students will learn how to express their own personality traits, Yo soy… (I am…) and other people’s, Él/Ella/Ud. es... (He/She/You is…), so that they can apply the vocabulary words they learned.  In the next lesson students will learn common Spanish adjectives used to describe peoples physical characteristics.  Since they will already know how to say Yo soy… and Él/Ella/Ud. es…, they will be able to apply these new vocabulary words to describe their own and other people’s physical characteristics.  The following lesson will inform students about the perspectives of relationships and friendships in Spain and the Caribbean’s.  In the last lesson of this subunit students will learn about the people who live in Spain and the Caribbean’s. The students who researched these countries will be able to remind the other students of their findings.  Students will then be able to apply the concepts they learned from this unit by describing activities the people like and dislike to do, and the physical and personality traits of the people who live in these countries.  
The next subunit, La Escuela, students will learn how to discuss different aspects associated with school in Spanish.  This subunit will be introduced to students by comparing and contrasting the schools in Latin America and the United States. The next lesson will teach students about Spanish vocabulary words and phrases related to school schedules and activities.  After this lesson students will learn how to use subject pronouns and regular –AR present tense verbs.  Next, students will learn how to identify common objects found in the classroom and how to indicate where they are located.  Lastly, students will learn more about the schools in each Latin American country.  Students will be randomly grouped together.  Each group will receive a different country of Central America to research about that particular countries school system.  Students will present this information to the class utilizing the Spanish vocabulary words and grammar they learned.  

In the last subunit, La Comida, students will learn about foods.  In the first unit students will learn the Spanish vocabulary words of breakfast, lunch, and dinner foods and drinks.  In the next lesson students will compare and contrast the characteristics of meals in South America and the United States.  In the following lesson students will learn how to express their likes and dislikes for certain foods, using the previously learned gustar construction. Lastly, students will discuss, compare, and contrast food, health and exercise issues in South America and the United States.

To close this learning expedition each Spanish one class will create a small skit/play about the day in the life of a Spanish person applying the concepts learned from the three subunits.  Different students in each class will be assigned different roles from writing the script, acting, and creating the set.  The students will work on the creation of the small skit/play for a week during class.  All the Spanish one classes will perform their skit/play for parents, other students, and colleagues on the following Sunday in the school auditorium.  Students would have the choice to either sell tickets or give tickets out for free.  After the performance of all the skits/plays there would be a small reception with refreshments for the classes and their parents to socialize and celebrate their students’ performance.
