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Statement of Purpose

Environmental education should be seen as an integral part of the preparations for becoming a sensible and reliable citizen to take responsibility for one’s actions. According to Lucas (as cited in Meredith et al., 2000), environmental education is concerned with learning in, about, and for the environment. The development of sensitivity to our surroundings and nature is supported by learning in the environment; learning about the environment fosters the understanding of the “natural, physical, and social systems that make up our environment”; and lastly, learning for the environment is said to motivate people to make changes for improvement (Roth, Cantrell, & Bousquet as cited in Meredith et al., 2000).
We share and cohabit the earth with a great variety of species. The term “biodiversity” incorporates the multiplicity “within species, between species, and of ecosystems” and is thus defined as “the variability among living organisms - animals, plants, their habitats and their genes - from all sources including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems, and the ecological complexes of which they are part” (IUCN, 2010).
This biodiversity plays an essential role in our everyday lives. According to the IUCN website, there is a strong dependency on it in regard to our food and energy security, but also our vulnerability to natural threats relies on its intact existence. The loss of biodiversity is said to have several negative effects on our health, material wealth and furthermore imposes limitations on our freedom of choice (IUCN, 2010). The imbalance instigated by the endangerment and possible extinction of species and their habitats has enormous impacts on every living being, the climate, and ecosystems. It concerns everyone, and is a contemporary and ongoing issue. We have a great responsibility in pre- and conserving nature and its species, especially due to the fact that global loss of biodiversity is largely caused and induced by human actions and involvement (WWF; IUCN, 2010). 

The majority of children like animals and they generally have an interest in and an emotional attachment with them. Moreover, the loss of biodiversity and its implications and effects on our lives are undeniably also part of their lives and of those generations to follow. Thus, it is our responsibility to introduce and raise their environmental awareness, encourage them to take action and make them realize that their active engagement and participation is essential to make a change. Additionally, we should teach them to care and respect nature and every living being, and not take everything for granted (Fien, 1997). 

In order to promote the development and practice of an ethic of care, Noddings (as cited in Montari, 2004; Fien, 1997) recommends the implementation of a curriculum that is organized around “centres of care” in which the focus is not solely on how to care for oneself and other human beings, but includes also non-human living beings such as plants and animals. 

This could be accomplished when dealing with endangered species where students will expand their knowledge about topics such as the environment, various species and endangerment in general, the interrelation between human actions and endangerment of biodiversity, and strategies on how to counteract the negative trend of sustainability of nature’s multiplicity. They will recognize the importance of raising awareness and active engagement in the conservation of species and habitats, and in addition, students will work further on their problem-solving and collaborative skills while working on projects throughout the unit.
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