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Unit: Improving performance and ownership of material using the 5-E Learning Cycle Model.

Rationale:

     At the school I am employed at the students are given a lot of work sheets and assignments that keep students busy and working. Are students come from a demographic that has definitely been deemed “difficult”. We have a great number of suspensions and discipline issues at the school I work at and the students can be difficult to manage. Many teachers find rigorous work sheets or busy work to be an answer to misbehaving students. The problem or issue with this method of classroom management is that many of the students do not really get the chance to explore the material taught in class or obtain a deeper understanding of the material.

    I have decided to use the 5-E Learning cycle to answer this issue that I believe is a growing concern. I believe this instructional design will attack the problem by allowing for students to spend more time exploring, explaining and evaluating the material that is presented in my class. I believe that often times students are assigned worksheets in which they attempt to find the quickest and most efficient way to answer a question without really having to explore the question itself. I believe that the 5-E model is a very versatile model that can be applied t a number of content areas. I also feel that the 5-E model is very user friendly and also seems to produce results. One of the aspects of the 5-E model that I believe to be particularly strong is the initial step of engaging. I believe that engaging your students from the start can make or break the lesson. Teachers must constantly remember that their lesson must engage the students from the very start. If engagement is the initial focal point than I believe the lesson has a firm foundation to build upon. The 5-E model also allows for a great deal of reflection that according to Chiarelott should be clarified and modified. 

Unit Outcomes:

· Teacher will create lessons that ensure engagement. The teacher will assess student engagement by observing the responses of the students. Students will discuss in small groups, what are the major issues that are directly affecting Toledo’s economy. (analysis)

· Students will create a list as to what they believe are the foremost issues, the teacher will offer issues such as unemployment, poverty and inflation. (knowledge/analysis)

· Students must provide examples of the major issues they see in the city of Toledo. They must analyze examples and correctly categorize the examples in regards to the issues discussed in class. (analysis/evaluation)

· Student will explain to the teacher why this knowledge is meaningful and relevant. Students will create an action plan in regards to solving some of the major issues outlined in chapter 13 of their textbooks. (inflation, unemployment and poverty) (application/knowledge/analysis)

· Students will create a set of criteria to grade their classmate’s plans and ideas. (knowledge/application)

Pre-assessment:

       In chapter 13 we will cover three tremendously important topics that affect our economy and our daily lives. The following is a pre-assessment that will gauge how much of this material each student understands prior to starting this unit.

Directions: Please answer each question to the best of your ability. This assessment will provide us with information that will help to guide this unit.

1. The government of the United States is very concerned with unemployment statistics. The Government categorizes unemployment in a variety of ways. Using prior knowledge, explain what you believe the following types of unemployment mean. (If it helps provide example of the types of people who would be effected by the different types of unemployment)

A. Frictional Unemployment

B. Seasonal Unemployment

C. Structural Unemployment

D. Cyclical Unemployment

2. Why do you believe it is necessary for the government to have a set of different categories for unemployment? (Think accuracy and maybe skewed numbers or percentages)

3. Inflation is a very common term that is used a great deal in regards to the health of an economy. What do you believe inflation is?

4. Define “fixed income”, you may have an older relative on a fixed income.

5. What does a “cost of living raise” have to do with inflation?

6. What role do you believe the poverty rate plays in government spending?

7. What do you believe are some of the major factors that effect poverty in the United States?

8. What do you believe “income distribution” is? Attempt to explain this using knowledge from the chapters on the different types of economies from previous chapters. 

After you have completed the pre-test the teacher will collect the tests and question the class as a whole using this pre-test. This assignment will lead us into chapter 13 section 1.

Pre-assessment Answer sheet:

1.

A. “Frictional unemployment is unemployment that occurs when people take time to find a job” (O’Sullivan, 2007)

B. Seasonal unemployment occurs when a person works in an industry that is easily manipulated by weather or seasons.

C. Structural unemployment exists workers do not have skills that match the current demand.

D. Cyclical unemployment occurs when the market fluctuates. If the economy is in a recession jobs are less likely to be available. 

2. It is necessary for the government to have different unemployment categories because if it wasn’t explained why certain people were currently unemployed our statistics could appear much more negative. Also with appropriate categories economists can more accurately view the health of the economy and more accurately predict the future of the economy. 

3. Inflation is simply the general rise in the price level of goods and services. Many economic decisions are based on the inflation rate.

4. A fixed income is an income that stays constant even if prices go up (inflation)

5. A cost of living wage is usually based off of that year’s inflate rate. If inflation is up 3% then most employees will expect at least a 3% raise to keep up with rising costs. 

6. The government keeps an extremely close eye on the poverty rate. The poverty rate often determines how much the government will spend on entitlements. 

7. The text lists: Location, racial or ethnic discrimination, economic shifts, and shifts in family structure all as contributing factors. 

8. How the nation’s income is spread throughout its population is income distribution. 

Lesson Plans:

Day 1

Unit Outcomes:

· Students will demonstrate knowledge of unemployment issues affecting their own communities. (knowledge/comprehension)

· Students will obtain knowledge of the different types of unemployment that exist in the economy of the U.S. (knowledge/application)

· Students will determine what type of unemployment affects the local economy the most. (analysis/synthesis) 

Materials Needed:

· Textbook

· Writing utensils

· Projector and access to video clips

Engagement activity:

· Students will be asked to write in a journal about someone they personally know who has been affected by unemployment. Students will be asked to be detailed and describe the situation. (10 minutes) Students may use an example that is not related if they feel uncomfortable.

Explanation activity:

· Students will use the textbook to decipher what type of unemployment is affecting the person they used for their example. (5 minutes)

Extension activity:

· Students will be asked to move into small groups and share examples. In the small groups students will have to create a list of what they believe to be the most damaging unemployment categories from worst to least damaging to the economy. The students will have to provide reasons behind each choice. (15 minutes)

Evaluation activity:

· Students will watch a video clip that depicts the local unemployment statistics and the affects on the local economy. The students will then have to evaluate different groups on how closely their examples depict the reports of local news stations. (10 minutes)

Key Questions:

· What are the main reasons that government categorizes unemployment and how is this helpful for governments and economists to forecast?

· What affect has unemployment had on our local economy?

Day 2

Unit Outcomes:

· Students are able to relate inflation to the rise in prices that have occurred in their own lifetime. (knowledge/comprehension)

· Students understand and can decipher what goods and services fit into a market basket. (analysis/application)

· Students are able to differentiate amongst the different types of inflation. (Analysis/application)

Materials needed:

· Paper/pencil

· Textbook

· Projector/video capability

· Whiteboard 

Engagement activity:

· Asks students to create a list of items that they believe have gradually risen in price over time. (knowledge/application) (7 minutes)

Exploration activity:

· Show students a brief video on the inflation over the years. Have students discuss what inflation experiences they have personally felt over the years. Students will discuss individually in front of the whole class. (15 minutes)

Explanation activity:

· Students analyze how prices of goods and services have risen and also how income earned has risen. Students will be given a list of the prices of goods and services from the 50’s and will also look at average incomes. They will then analyze the price of the same goods today and then estimate what they believe a person’s income needs to be. (Analysis/application) (10 minutes) 

Prices of Goods in the 1950’s

· Campbell’s Tomato Soup 10 cents Ohio 1957 

· Grape Jelly 19 cents Ohio 1957
· Hamburger meat 89 cents for 3 pounds Ohio 1957
· In 1950 the average income was around $3,000 by the end of the 1950s it was up to $5,000

Currently at Kroger 2011

· Campbell’s Tomato Soup is about 70 cents

· Grape Jelly runs on average $2.60

· Hamburger meat runs around $3.00 a pound
· 
Evaluation activity:

· Students are quizzed over unemployment (8 minutes) (knowledge)

Economics quiz over Unemployment ch. 13            
Name: __________________

For the following scenarios either place CYCLICAL, SEASONAL, STRUCTUAL or FRICTIONAL in the blank. (answer using the best possible answer)

1. A student graduates from ITT Tech and is applying for positions in the technical field. What type of unemployed is this person? __________________

2. It’s winter and a man is currently unemployed from his grass cutting job. What type of unemployed is he? ___________________

3. A man gets laid off from Jeep due to a downturn in the economy which has created a lack of buyers. What type of unemployed is this man? _______________

4. A snow plow truck driver gets laid off because it’s now Spring. What type of unemployed is he? _________________

5. Bill ha been installing pay phones in airports for 15 yrs. He got laid off since everyone uses cell phones now. What type of unemployed is he? _____________

6. Downtown is empty since the Walleyes are done and the Mud hens aren’t started yet. Pizza Papalis has to lay some people off until The Mud Hens get going due to a downturn in the local downtown economy between seasons. What type of unemployed are these people? (think long and hard, this is a tough one) __________________

7. A man at the COOGI factory just got laid off because now all these kids want to wear NorthFace jackets instead of COOGI. What kind of unemployed will he be? ___________________

8. Shaun’s brother was injured at work and needed Shaun’s help at the house. Shaun had to leave his job to help his brother. What kind of unemployed is Shaun? ________________

9. Bill was sick of his job selling vacuums door to door. After all Bill went to school to be a nurse. Bill quit his job and is now looking for a position in nursing. What kind of unemployed is Bill? _____________

10. Juanita lost her factory job because they moved the factory she worked at from Detroit to Mexico City. What type of unemployed is Juanita? _________________

Day 3
Unit Outcomes: 

· Students understand the definition of poverty and what constitutes being in poverty. (knowledge/application/comprehension)

· Students understand the diverse reasons as to why poverty occurs and persists. (analysis/synthesis/evaluation)

Materials needed:

· Whiteboard

· Paper/pencil

· Video/multimedia

Engagement activity:

· Students watch a short clip on poverty in the United States and the government’s actions since “The War on Poverty” in the 1960’s. (5 minutes)

Exploration activity: 

· Students are provided time to contemplate the poverty that exists in Toledo.

· Students will write a journal (2 paragraphs) in which they first examine poverty in their surroundings and then secondly discuss what is being done, what should be done and also if there are factors that are contributing to poverty. (10 minutes) (analysis/application)

Extension activity: 

· Allow students time to voice their beliefs on why poverty is present in Toledo. 

· Structure class discussion so that students state issue, where they believe poverty is most prevalent and what they believe are the contributing factors. (knowledge/application/analysis)  (15 minutes)

Evaluation activity: 
· Students are to create a diagram that demonstrates the connections between poverty, inflation and unemployment. This will be a flow chart that shows the effect one item has on another. (evaluation/analysis) (10 minutes)

Post-assessment:

1. Explain your view of unemployment in the United States and also in your local community. Has your view of unemployment changed since the beginning of this unit? Explain.

2. Explain the effect that inflation has on the economy and how price levels and income levels have changed over the past 5 decades.

3. Has your view of poverty changed since completing the chapter 13 unit? Did you have differing opinions of the causes of poverty before and after this unit? Please explain the most significant issues in your community in regards to poverty.

