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Evaluation Strategy


Evaluation is pertinent to the success of a curriculum design. Evaluation allows educators to know both the success and needs of their students, as well as the success of the curriculum design. When examining methods of evaluation, one will find that evaluation is usually broken into three main categories:  preassessment, formative assessment, and summative assessment. Each one of these assessments has great value in any curriculum. Nevertheless, it is when they are combined that the curriculum designer can allow for the most opportunity and achievement in his or her curriculum design. Furthermore, one will find that preassessment, formative assessment, and summative assessment all play a valuable role in Curriculum Design: Differentiated Instruction in the English Classroom.


 The role of preassessment in a curriculum based on differentiation is imperative. Moreover, the role of differentiation is to allow each student to reach his or her level of optimal success. Thus, the educator must know his or her students’ needs before carrying out the curriculum design; this is a step that occurs before the activities on the curriculum map. One form of preassessment that will be fundamental in this particular design is a learning styles inventory. A learning styles inventory allows the students and the teacher to see which ways students learn the best. Moreover, by examining students’ strengths in Howard Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences, teachers will be able to create lessons with these learning styles in mind. Another form of preassessment that will play a role in this curriculum design is an interest inventory presented at the beginning of the year. If choice assignments are going to be incorporated, the teacher should at least have knowledge on what interests the students have before creating the assignments. By gaining insight on students’ learning styles and their interest first, one will be better equipped to carry out the curriculum design of differentiation successfully.


Throughout the course of the curriculum design formative assessment will play an integral part. Formative assessment will give one the understanding if the design is working in the now; both formal and informal methods of formative assessment will be integrated. One type of formative assessment that will be incorporated is writing. By examining writing samples, one will see if students’ writing is improving due to the implementation of differentiated instruction. Forms of formative assessment in writing will be checked through short answers, extended responses, drafts, formal essays, and so on. As for reading, students’ understanding will be measured through testing, as well as presentations. Additionally, the teacher will observe students’ literature circles. Furthermore, these forms of formative assessment will allow one to see what is working and should be kept as part of the design, as well as what may need altered to better enhance students’ achievement. 


Finally, summative assessment will play a role in allowing one to see if the design is actually working over time. One way to do this is to compare data from the years before. Through this method, one will examine data of the class averages in English or standardized test scores from year-to-year. In examining this information, one will see if the averages have increased as a reflection of the differentiation. However, when truly paying attention to the individual, which is the goal of differentiation, it will be of great value to see how individual aspects of a student’s performance rate over time. Although this may seem difficult since report cards usually only reflect a letter grade, a portfolio will help achieve this. The portfolios will contain students’ writings, test scores, and whatever else may be considered pertinent information. Over the years, curriculum designers will examine students’ progress. By having varying elements in the portfolios, teachers will be able to see what particular area students are gaining in. Furthermore, these portfolios will be one way to determine if the differentiation is truly helping the individual.


It is evident that various assessments will be incorporated throughout this curriculum design. During Curriculum Design: Differentiated Instruction in the English Classroom, one will see benefits of assessment. Preassessment will survey students’ interests and learning styles before the differentiated activities on the curriculum design actually occur. Formative assessment will help to give an understanding of students’ current progress in the curriculum design. Finally, over time summative assessment will allow one to see the true success of incorporating differentiated instruction into the English classroom. Given the current findings, differentiation instruction could have a dynamic impact on students’ learning. It is the goal that this success will be found throughout the assessments.

