Statement of Purpose


Academic vocabulary development is essential in order for students to understand the concepts of the content taught in school today.  It is the key factor in literacy growth.  With a more in-depth knowledge of words, students are better able to acquire higher level thinking skills: comprehending, evaluating, problem-solving and making inferences.

In the last 30 years, literacy has taken on a new meaning.  Literacy once simply meant being able to read and write one’s own name.  Today’s meaning of literacy is more advanced as society and technology changes call for higher level skills in the workplace.  Deficiency in vocabulary knowledge results in poor reading comprehension and communication skills. Yet, merely teaching vocabulary indirectly and in isolation is ineffective.  Students must be introduced and given direct instruction on meaningful vocabulary. Otherwise, they will only memorize new vocabulary words for the sake of the test or given material, and then forget them if there is no connection made between their experiences and background knowledge.  Because there is such a strong correlation between vocabulary knowledge and the student’s ability to comprehend new information, a systematic approach to vocabulary instruction ought to exist in all content areas.

The emergence of standardized testing is also a catalyst for the necessity of academic vocabulary development.  Core content areas are comprised of concept words students are required to identify in order to pass the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT).  For example, a student may understand the computation of a mathematical problem—but not 
the vocabulary (or concept) involved for answering the question correctly.

This unit of study will capitalize on researched-based instructional strategies for the ninth grade curriculum.  Context clues, etymology, structural analysis, and various graphic organizers will be utilized in the following content areas:  English 9, Physical Science, Algebra I, and American History.  Students will be exposed to meaningful content vocabulary by means of Marzano’s “6 Step Process.”  They will use prior knowledge to group clusters of words for comparison and contrast, and in turn, make connections in order to retain the new terms across the content areas.  The students will be actively engaged in working with words by creating linguistic and nonlinguistic representations of the terms or phrases.  Throughout this unit of study, students will progress from just knowing the word to actually “owning” it.


By applying these best practices of vocabulary instruction, there will be a substantial improvement in student achievement.  The students’ enrichment of verbal and written communication skills will better prepare them for their future endeavors—whether they are college bound or headed directly into the work force. 
