

This is a unit I have created for first grade. The unit theme is the ocean. I plan to use this unit towards April and will last approximately 4-5weeks. The time frame could change based on the student's understanding of the topics. I am choosing to have this topic begin in April because the students are beginning to become antsy because of warmer weather and summer approaching, and the theme falls right in place with that. Also, because this unit is very student-centered, play-based, and hands-on the students will be able to move around more and be active learners. The learner outcomes are expected for all first grade students by the end of the year. I focused on many of the more complex and difficult standards for students to meet. This unit will be able to sum up what the students have been working on all year and test those skills. This unit will work perfectly towards the end of the year in a first grade classroom. 


I have chosen to implement an inquiry-related logic of inquiry sequence as well as well as a learning-related development sequencing pattern. These patterns allow the students to learn through inquiry and at a developmentally appropriate level. In this unit, students are given opportunities to explore and used play-based learning in all subjects. This is developmentally appropriate for first grade students and will enhance their interest in their learning. 


In math, students will be working on estimation, number sentences, addition, subtraction, patterns, and graphing. This is a wide variety of topics, however they should have been touched on during the year prior to this unit. In language arts the students will be working on writing, graphic organizers, contractions, and homophones. These tasks are more difficult, but at this point in the school year the students will be prepared. In science and social studies students will be learning about ocean animals, the water cycle, oceans, pollution, recycling, resources, liquids, solids, and maps. These topics are all being taught in a hands-on and interactive way, which will keep our antsy, spring fever students' interests. The last aspect to this unit is art, which is connected to what the students are completing in other subjects. These activities will allow students to be creative and explore the ocean in a different way. This cross-curricular ocean unit will actively engage first grade students as the end of the year approaches. 

