

Play-based learning and exploration are a huge part of this unit. Moreover, it is critical that student's are learning during this ocean unit. To evaluate this unit I will be using authentic assessments that will be taken from students. In math I will have students demonstrate to me what they have learned as well as observe the students as they are working. In language arts I will evaluate the student's writings and journals for accuracy and completeness. I will also observe students as they work. Furthermore, I will use several worksheets for contractions, and site words to see if the students are comprehending what they are learning and can transfer that to writing. In social studies, I will use checklists and observation to evaluate if the students are learning what the unit is intended to teach them. In science, I will use observation, checklists, and journals to discover if students are learning the material. Lastly, in art, I will use a checklist and observation to see if the students are completing what they should be in the unit. Since this is a unit in first grade I do not believe this unit should be focused around formal assessments such as tests. I feel students learn better when there is not the stress of a test to take. I am using authentic assessments to evaluate students work to see if what I believe this unit is supposed to teach is actually being learned by students. 


In addition to the above evaluation strategies, the teacher of the unit may discover different ways to evaluate based on experience and collaboration with colleagues. To fully evaluate this unit, it will need to be taught several times, while collecting the authentic assessments above throughout the years. By taking several years to evaluate this unit, the teacher can reflect upon the effectiveness of the ocean unit as a cross-curricular theme. 

