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Changes Unit:  First Grade Reading


Children of today are expected to become fluent readers at a much earlier age than they were even 5 – 10 years ago.  Because of this, there are many components to the language arts curriculum at the first grade level that are important to master by the time students are ready to move on to second grade.  One of the ways I will try to accomplish the fluency goals of my students while teaching our Reading Street Curriculum is breaking the unit down into several sections and teaching the curriculum on a rotation basis with 6 students at a time and three teachers involved.  Each child has unique learning needs and one approach in a classroom will probably not address all needs of a student (Rule, Dockstader, Stewart, 2006).  

This rotation model will utilize the intervention possibilities that have been built in to help those students who are at or below grade level at this point.  The model is based on a form of co-teaching that has been implemented in our building.  For this particular version, the students are grouped by ability before we put them in their respective groups.  The co-teaching with this model that I will use consists of splitting the content in the unit basically into three categories:  phonics/spelling, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.  The three co-teachers each take a segment and teach the mini lesson to the students for the respective standards.  The materials used are very much consistent every week.  The actually stories are really the only thing that changes.  The concepts and materials stay the same or are built upon one another. This consistency, although may seem very repetitive at times has a great impact on learning at this young of an age with such crucial skills.  


This method of delivering the curriculum also offers an opportunity to apply intervention strategies in a much more precise manner because of the small group setting.  Assessment of the standards being taught is much more accurate and can be measured more often because of the intimate group setting.  Many times it is a very informal assessment.  


Reading is the foundation of learning in the opinion of many educators.  Teaching the concepts of vocabulary, word recognition, comprehension, fluency and writing are much more successful in a smaller group setting.  Because of this, the purpose of teaching the Changes unit with the rotation strategy, or co-teaching strategy in mind will make it more successful than other method choices.  
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