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Statement of Purpose

When looking at our future in education, I see a lot of students preparing to go to college. They are preparing for a future that they may not want.  Everyday students are hearing how they need to go to college in order do learn anything for their future; I however don’t believe this is true for each and every student.  
“Young people can learn most readily about things that are tangible and directly accessible to their senses… With experience, they grow in their ability to understand abstract concepts, manipulate symbols, reason logically, and generalize (Rutherford & Ahlgren, 1990, p. 186).” (Haury, & Rillero, 1994) 
Throughout this map you will see the different types of learning that can take place in the classroom.  Much of the learning that takes places in an agricultural science classroom is very much so hands on.  When learning about soils students are out in the field looking at different soil formations, textures, slopes, erosion, water tables, etc. With all of these topics in hand students are able to understand what they are going to be looking for before we head out to the pits.  The Wiggins and McTighe backwards design in hand, education makes sense to the students.  They understand what their general outcome will be and they understand that all the little steps will help them to get to that end result; the purpose of the soil for that particular area.  (Chiarelott, 2006)  When students are taking an active part in their education they are much more willing to learn and take part.  I find that throughout the day students are sitting in their other classroom that are for the most part lecture based.  It is nice that when my students come into my classroom that they understand that they will be the ones getting down and dirty in their own education.  They understand that they have expectations and that they will need to meet those expectations; however they are going to take parts of the learning process into their own hands.  Throughout this soils unit students are always learning and asking questions.  It is simple area of science where they can take their why questions and really go out and find the answer. Students are able to go out to the soil pits, put their hands into it and find the answer to their question.  
This model will develop over the course of about 4.5 weeks. Through the concept that students who have an active part in their education both in their academic and home life they will become more successful. (Ornstein, & Hunkins, 2009)  This theory allows for students to not only learn while they are in the classroom but to learn while they are at home.  Student through the course of this unit students are consistently using materials from home or observing their home soils. We are always looking at erosion techniques, textures and formation of their home soils.  These lessons really draw the students into the unit because they see how their homes are being affect by what they type of soil they have at home.  
Chiarelott, L. (2006). Curriculum in context. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.

Haury, D, & Rillero, P. (1994). Perspectives of hands-on science teaching. Columbus, OH: The ERIC Clearinghouse for Science, Mathematics and Enviromental Education.

Ornstein, A. C. & Hunkins, F. P. (2009). Curriculum: Foundations, Principles, and Issues 
(5th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.

