Evaluation Strategy

There are many individuals today who do not have the credentials and skills necessary to succeed in the  academic and/or employment arenas.  They do not possess the high school credential to enter post secondary education or find a satisfactory employment situation. It is important that we are providing these individuals with writing skills that will assist them in obtaining their educational and career goals. Therefore, it is important to assess the writing curriculum both formatively and summatively.


Formative evaluation will happen though the following means.  First, students will be given a pre-assessment which will consist of a sample essay and a language assessment, we use the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education). A post-assessment TABE will be given and a  final essay sample will be produced prior to sitting for the GED examination or towards the end of instruction. Secondly, students will keep a portfolio of their writings to show progress made throughout the time receiving instruction. Data will also be compiled of students taking the GED exam, writing portion, and the percent of those successfully passing the exam.  This data will provide the teacher with valuable information on whether the curriculum is effective in meeting its primary goal of preparing students for the GED examination.


The teacher of the curriculum will also attend professional development activities focused on teaching writing skills and working with the adult learner. He or she may also collaborate with other ABLE teachers on ways to teach the writing curriculum to the adult learner.  These types of formative assessments can help the teacher gain a new perspective on the writing curriculum and judge its effectiveness.


Finally, a summative evaluation will be performed after 3-5 years to determine the effectiveness of the writing curriculum and if any changes need to be made.  This will be assessed by the ABLE supervisor and director through a compilation of yearly evaluations.  Also, pre and  post surveys of students will be administered regarding their writing abilities.

