


In deciding upon a unit to create a curriculum design map, I wanted to choose a topic that focused on reading and writing, but also was a creative topic that could meet a lot of the Language Arts academic content standards.  In the past, I had done an activity with the book Little Red Riding Hood and that is where I got the idea.  The unit is based around the books that are listed in the curriculum map towards the top that include the original The Fisherman and His Wife all the way to The Korean Cinderella.  The unit intends for the students to learn about fairy tales, cultures, books, and differences among the books by analyzing the stories and how they are told in other cultures.  The time frame in which I will be teaching my students about fairy tales will be about 5-6 weeks depending on how quickly the students retain the information and whether there are a lot of “teachable moments.”  Since there are so many standards/concepts in this unit, I will have to do it towards the end of the year probably after Easter/Spring break.  

The teaching of the unit will not begin with reading one of the books, but the introduction of what a fairy tale is and what characteristics define a fairy tale.  I cannot just start reading Little Red Riding Hood and expect the students in my class to understand that it is not a “real” story, the wolf really cannot speak, etc.  The first couple days will include defining fairy tale, example books, examples that students may have, and analyzing the essence of a fairy tale.  They will discover that a fairy tale includes nice characters, mean characters, a problem, and some kind of magic.  I will have them look out for any other characteristics that they might find as we read various fairy tales.  After the students have a basic concept of a fairy tale, I will start to read the pre-selected fairy tales to them.  Little Red Riding Hood will be the one that I begin with, since most of the students have more than likely heard the story or mentioned it during the first days of the unit.  The first day of reading will be simple.  The original Little Red Riding Hood will be the first book since it gives the basics of the story.  The lesson will consist of breaking down the basis of the book: characters, setting, plot, antagonist, protagonist, and any other elements to the story.  The next day, the discussion will continue and the students will create a story map of what was discussed the day before.   As I continue to introduce the new books and characters such as Lon Po Po and Pretty Salma, the students are going to begin to compare and contrast the books.  The final book will be The Wolf’s Story: What Really Happened to Little Red Riding Hood because the setup of the book is somewhat different than the first three.  The students will make predictions, create graphic organizers, provide their own interpretations of the story, develop ideas for writing, and write stories and much more.  


After Little Red Riding Hood, the students will transition into the various Cinderella stories.  They will have analyzed Little Red Riding Hood to the fullest and will use those skills that they have gained to do the same with Cinderella.  The next part of the unit will be similar to the first part except, I will expect the students to compare and contrast aspects of Little Red Riding Hood to Cinderella.  I want them to make connections between the two stories and discover why both of the stories fit into the genre of fantasy or fairy tales.  The students will read Cinderella first and then the order of the rest of the books does not matter.  The unit gets more complex in this second part since the students will be analyzing the different Cinderella stories, but also thinking back as to how the stories relate to the Little Red Riding Hood stories.  It will require the students to recall important events, identify the central ideas and supporting ideas, use organizational strategies, and compare information in each of the text such as characters, setting, etc.  

After reading the Cinderella stories and making comparisons, the next part of the unit will include a few different version of The Fisherman and His Wife.  This section of the unit gets complicated since the students will have to look back to the other stories we have read and The Fisherman and His Wife stories to note the similarities and differences.  All of the books will be available for the students to reference and there will be many activities that the students will partake in to familiarize them with the books.  After reading all of the books, the unit will come to a close by having the students write their own version of a fairy tale.  I will have to review with them what constitutes a fairy tale and proper writing procedures.  The students will develop sentences using subjects and verbs, develop a main idea in writing, spell correctly high frequency and word wall words, use punctuation and capitalization correctly, proofread their work, and rewrite their writing samples for display.  The unit will review most of the skills that the students  have gained over the first grade year in language arts and will hopefully prepare them as they move into second grade.      
