


In today’s classroom, there are so many different activities, lessons, and units that can be utilized by teachers.  The students learn what the teacher teaches them and then move onto the next criteria on the agenda.  They are not given the opportunity to look beyond the facts and information that is there and think on a global and technological level.  It is important for students to gain information, but as the world moves into the next century, people need to start going beyond taking in information and start to think about the information in different ways.  This is the only way that technology will continue to advance in the future as it has done in the past.  According to the 21st Century Workforce Commission, “the current and future health of America’s 21st Century economy depends directly on how broadly and deeply Americans reach a new level of literacy – “21st Century Literacy””(2000, pg. 4).  These skills are important to develop in each generation, but steps need to be taken in the right direction for this to happen.

The building of 21st Century skills in students is not a new concept, but will advance student learning in critical thinking, problem solving, the ability to identify, synthesize, and analyze information, develop resources and use them in certain situations, working collaboratively, framing a problem, reflecting on one’s own learning, and continue the improvement of products and their performance (Umphrey, 2010).  This is a long list of skills that can be acquired by students who are taught in a 21st Century mindset.  If acquired, these attributes can allow for students to be more independent and therefore learn things on their own and since there are only so many years of school this will only benefit the student (Umphrey, 2010).  The skills that these students acquire have the possibility of continually growing as the person matures and could only lead to more knowledge and growth for the community.  The process starts by using the 21st century education to equip the students to go out in to the world to face the demands of work that require the highest level of skill and experience (Crew, 2010).  If these students are prepared for the world, then there may be an easier transition into college or the work force, which may lead the students/workers to go beyond what they are learning and start asking why?  Asking that question about anything brings about a deeper meaning into the subject and therefore ending in higher levels of thought.  The future of technology may not be so far away with this kind of thinking.

In this unit on Fairy tales, 21st Century education is weaved into the core of the teaching and learning.  The students will be expected to think critically about these fairy tale books and analyze the similarities and differences among them.  It is not just simply reading a book and taking it for what it’s worth.  The students will ponder why Little Red Riding Hood even talked to the wolf, why she acted the way that she did and many more intriguing questions that go beyond characters, setting and story sequence.  They will be expected to ask questions and think critically about the setting, characters, and story sequence and then compare those aspects of one book to another.  The lesson will bring the students together to solve problems and work collaboratively.  One example is, “If you were Little Red Riding Hood and you had to face the wolf, what might you do?” and if that tactic did not work, “what is something else that you could try?”  In invoking those situations, the students will begin to realize that there is more than one answer to problems, situations and life in general.  In order to bring the unit and the 21st Century skills together, we will create graphic organizers using the SMART board and after learning about all of the fairy tales, we will develop a digital story book fairy tale.  The processes of creating this kind of book is complex, but with assistance the students will be a part of developing a book and gain 21st Century skills that are essential in succeeding in school and the modern day workforce (2009).  The unit not only includes all of these 21st century skills, but also Language Arts content standards and hopefully with this fusion student can become more prepared for school and life in general.
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