Chapter 8: Section 2

Troubles and Creating the Constitution

Explain what the Constitutional Convention represented and what was the outcome of this meeting by colonial delegates.

Shay’s Rebellion:

· In the mid 1780’s Massachusetts faced economic problems and paying debts became a big issue.

· Any farmer that couldn’t pay his debt was arrested, of had his farm sold off. 

· Daniel Shay’s led a group of about 1500 men and tried to overthrow 900 soldiers.

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Constitutional Convention is called:

· Few Americans agreed that the national government needed to be strengthened.

· However, after events like Shay’s Rebellion many moved towards a convention.

· __________________________________________________________________

The Convention’s Begins:

· Many of America’s most famous individuals showed up for the Convention including Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and James Madison.

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The 1st thing the Convention did was nominate someone for president, and that was George Washington.

The Virginia Plan:

· The Virginia Plan was organized by James Madison and Edmund Rudolph.

· The plan was so important because it called for a strong government but its powers were divided into three branches.

· The three branches they proposed were called:

· ________________
_______________________________

· ________________
________________________________

· ________________
_________________________________

· It also called for a legislature with two houses, in which the number of members would be determined by the states population.

· The legislature would also have the power to create taxes and regulate commerce.

· Smaller states disagreed with this because they felt larger states would rule over the smaller ones.

The Great Compromise:

· Because of the problems expressed by the smaller states, there needed to be actions taken.

· _______________________________________________________________

· To satisfy the larger states, the established the House of Representatives. The population determined how many votes they would have in the House.

· After a week of arguing, they finally passed it on July 16, 1787.

Slavery and the Constitution:

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Southerners wanted slaves to be counted for representation but not for taxation purposes.

· Northerners argued slaves were considered citizens but should count towards taxation.

· __________________________________________________________________

· Under this compromise, three-fifths of the slave population would be counted when setting direct taxes on the states. The same three-fifths ratio would be used to determine representation in the legislature. 

· The issue of slavery was once again put on hold until 1808, so that the Constitution could be passed.

***_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

