United States Federal System of Government

***  Is a Representative Democracy ***

What is a federal system of government?




National Government



-government where powers are shared between the




 national and state government 

What is checks and balances or a separation of powers?



















    State Government


-separate branches of government have equal power

           to prevent one branch from becoming more powerful


 than another.

Three Branches of Government




              Local Government


1. Executive – (President) enforces or carries out the laws created by the legislative branch


2. Legislative- (Congress) creates laws, amends the constitution, and votes on governmental change


3. Judicial- (Supreme Court & Federal court) makes judgements on laws that the legislative branch creates

United States Federal Government

Congress




House of Representatives





Senate

· 435 Members






- 100 Members

· 2 Year Term






- 6 Year Term

· State gets a certain number




- 2 Senators per state

depending on their population


Total Congressional Members

535












   Bill Becomes a Law


         Bill Introduction 


Step 1: The House of Representatives and the


Step 5: President signs or vetoes the bill.


   Senate introduces a bill and refers it to



      ***Congress needs 2/3rd majority vote to

             a committee.








  overturn a presidential vetoed bill.
















 Committee Action 


Step 2:  The House and Senate committees


   may approve, rewrite, or kill the bill


  Floor Action







Final Approval


Step 3: The House and Senate debate and votes on


Step 4: Both houses of Congress vote and 

            changes made to the bill.






  pass the bill.


  Both the Senate an House discuss the two


 different versions.


Articles of Confederation vs Constitution

Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?

· Required all the colonies to approve Constitutional changes under the Articles

· Lacked the power to enforce laws on a national level

· Lacked the power to regulate trade among the states and levy taxes

United States Constitution Today

What is the Constitution?


Where the laws surrounding the function of our government are found. They list the powers of each branch 
of government and the regulations surrounding them. The rights of the people are also listed under the Bill of 


Rights.

What is an Amendment?


A formal change to the Constitution, voted on by the Legislative branch.

How many Amendments are in the Constitution?


There are currently 27 Amendments in our Constitution today!!!!

7 Articles of the Constitution

The laws, responsibilities, and powers of the Senate, House of Representatives, and President are all found in the 7 Articles.


What you would find in the Articles:

· Presidential requirements

· House and Senate Requirements

· Limits on Presidential power

· Responsibilities of each branch of government including the executive, legislative, and judicial

· Punishment for Treason

· Ratification or Amending the Constitution

· Powers of the Supreme Court 

Bill of Rights

The rights granted to all Americans are found in this part of the United States Constitution. The individual rights that the colonist started the Revolutionary War are now all protected by laws the government cannot touch.

They are the first 10 Amendments found in the Constitution

*** THESE ARE YOUR GARUNTEED RIGHTS AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN

