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Evaluation Strategy

     When working with elementary students, it is vital that teachers develop creative ways to evaluate student learning.  Evaluation should be completed often.  The teacher needs to evaluate frequently to ensure all children are learning and to ensure they have the prior knowledge required before moving on to a new concept.  Using various types of evaluation methods will give the most accurate information with regard to what each student knows.  Some students do not perform well with certain types of evaluation.  Evaluation does not need to always be a paper and pencil test.  Science is a discovery subject.  Students are able to ask questions and find answers.  There will not always be one correct answer.  Students should be free to explore and experiment with open ended questions and be introduced to the notion of more than one possibility for an answer.  

      There are many ways to evaluate student understanding.  One of the most common for young students is observation.  As students explore and ask questions, the teacher can evaluate where the student is with regard to their understanding of the concepts.  The teacher could also directly ask the students questions.  Other informal assessments could include having the students draw pictures or write about their learning.  Teachers could also allow students to keep some of their work in a portfolio.  The possibilities for formative/informal evaluation are endless.
     Summative assessment is very important for the teacher to evaluate the curriculum and the students.  Using end of unit evaluations, and the state test scores (when the students are in fifth grade) will allow the teacher to reflect on the curriculum, strategies, students, etc. as a whole.  Decisions for changes could be made after three years of summative assessments are completed.     
