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N the three decades since students demon-
strated to create black studies programs

on college campuses, more than 200 of *

hem have been established. As the field
matures, African-American scholars are re-

examming the black mtelleclual tradition and

les?”” asks Manning Marable, the director of ¥

he Institute for Research in African-Ame:

: can Studies at Columbia University.

The New York Times asked Mr. Marable

;. and Henry Louis Gates Jr., the chairman of ‘=5
‘the Afro-American studies department at ‘3%

‘Harvard and director of the W. E. B. Du Bois
Institute for Afro-American Research, to ex-
plain their visions of what black studies
shoul

Both evoke the legacy of Du Bois, the great

black educator. Yet their views differ. Mr.

‘Marable says scholarship and social struggle 7

cannot be separated and has joined with other

academics and activists to form the Black

‘Radical Congress, a new grass-roots political

A Debate on Activism in Black Studies

Museum

Of the Indian
Drops Its
Designer

* By PATRICIA LEIGH BROWN

From the beginning, the concept of:the
National Museum of the American Indian,
planned for the Mall in Washington, was
meant to be a design apart. American Indi-
an elders were called in for *“vision ses-
sions™ to guide the architects. The chief
designer, Douglas Cardinal, is of Blackfoot
ancestry.

And soon he began to fashion a dramatic,
swooping building of rough-hewn limestone,
meant to resemble cliffs carved away, with
windows aligned so that at winter and sum-
mer solstices, the sun’s rays would shoot in
like beams to illuminate sacred objects. At
the center, he planned a circular gathering
spot, or potomac, for storytellers and danc-
ers.

The museum, sitting next to the Capitol,
‘would be a symbol of forgiveness and heal-
ing, he
But in what it called a “drastic action,”
the
its contract with Mr. Cardinal, a prominent
64-year-old Canadian, and with his collabo-
rators, GBQC Architects of Philadelphia,
adding a serious complication to the life of
the $110 million project.

group. Mr. Gates, meanwhile, warns against

‘The termination, first reported this week
the dangers of politicized scholarship.

by The Washington Post, has come after
long wrangling between the architect, who
considers himself a“‘warrior,” and the mu-
seum over delays and contractual disagree-
ments. Last year, saying he had “‘run out of
resources” because of the extra hours he
was putting in, Mr. Cardinal decided to
“make a stand,” as he put it, by withholding
his architectural drawings, in effect holding
the project hostage.

Failure to deliver the working and techni-
cal drawings, as well as procedural delays
between the two firms, were major reasons

{
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‘The beginnings: Students at Northwestern Universi i i ign in 1968 to include courses on black history in the curriculum.

during a
A Plea That Scholars
Act Upon, Not Just
Interpret, Events
By MANNING MARABLE

usually include one or more of these
courses. Foundations are now actively
supporting a number of major research
projects initiated by black studies schol-
ars. Most programs work cooperatively
with other traditional departments, in-
cluding those programs that have an
ideological adherence to ‘‘Afrocen-
trism.”

Yet this success has been achieved at
acertain price. As black studies is being

int

African-American studies, once con-
sidered an insurgent outsider in white
academic circles, has in recent years
become part of the intellectual establish-
ment.

Nearly all major universities have es-
tablished programs, departments and
research centers in African-American
studies, as well as other innovative inter-
disciplinary programs in gender studies humanities by and about people of Afri-
and ethnic studies. The core require- can descent. That Intellect\la.l !radmun
ments of cur has been e,” cor»
: rective” and “prescriptive.”

t " . ) First, scholars sought to
richly describe the contours of

perhaps it is important to restate the
key ideas that informed the historical
development of the field itself. At the
heart of black studies is the black intel-
lectual tradition, an enormous body of
scholarship in the social sciences and

Racher Conn
Henry Louis Gates Jr., who defends the ideal of knowledge for its own sake.

- - g of princes, pyramids and pageantry.”
z;‘ﬁ;‘er:"afigs;"f”fe"%‘;‘:k A Call to Protect Such an approach, he argued, “does

ie from th int of - . violence to the facts . ... is ideological-

; 3;‘;’;"0‘“;““““, conle thera Academic Integrity Iy bankrupt and is methodologically

selves.

The black intellectual tradi-
tion has also tried to correct
the racist stereotypes and as-
sumptions of black genetic or
cultural inferiority that unfor-
tunately still exist within
much white ip. It
challenged Eurocentric no-
tions of beauty, which have
often been grounded in a con-
tempt for black culture.

Finally, black studies was
also prescriptive: it was an
integral part of the struggle to
eradicate racism and empow-
er black people. In short, there
were both theoretical and
practical connections between
scholarship and social
change.

Yet many black studies de-
partments today no longer
link the two. The function of
black studies scholarship
should be more than the cele-
bration of heritage and self-
esteem; it must utilize history
and culture as tools by which
Manning Marable, who would use black studies an oppressed people can
to help black people improve their lives. Continued on Page B3

and theoretically deficient.”

Would that these eloquent warnings
had been heeded. Today, scholars in
the field of African-American studies

From Politics
By HENRY LOUIS GATES Jr.

Marty-Katz
Douglas Cardinal, the chief designer of
the planned National Museum of «f.hc
struggle to agree on the most basic American Indian in Washington. :
facts of our history. A vocal minority =
seeks the despest truths about black for the dismissal, Smithsonian officials said.
about the racial ancestry of Cleopatra “It's a step we've taken with the greatest
or the genetics of “soul.” It's within reluctance,” said David J. Umansky, a
this turbulent context that l for the t
about the relation between scholar- Which had planned to ‘;’e";kng]."°“f“‘:l°"‘-n';‘l’e

i tvism i ,000-square-foot project this fall. ‘“Mr.
ship and activisto inevitably arise. Cardinal did not live up to the contract>We
came to the difficult decision that we had to
move on if this building was going to open in
the year 2002. We have an obllgatlon to
produce the museum with the money: we
have.” The Smithsonian, he added, relies on
Congressional appropriations. "Thls Con-
gress looks very carefully on how money is
being spent.””

The museum says it plans to build Mr.
Cardinal’s design — which has already
passed the hurdles of approval by the fed-
eral Commission of Fine Arts and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission — with
a successor yet to be named.

“It’s obviously been very painful,” said
the museum’s director, J. Richard West, a
Cheyenne. ““But it is our absolute intention
to build Douglas’s design, and to give him
credit for it, with continued native involve-
ment.” The dismissal, however, has an-

Continued on Page BI3 .

The founding fathers of what we now
think of as African-American Studies
were acutely aware of the distinction
between ip that is political and
politicized scholarship. Writing in 1925,
the illustrious black bibliophile Arthur
Schomburg worried aloud about propa-
ganda masquerading as scholars!'up.
work that was “‘on the whole and
over-corrective, ridiculously over-lauda- Du Bois thought '.hat all scholarship
tory; apologetics turned into biogra- about “the Negro” uld be “politi-
phy,” work marred at its core by ‘‘puer- cal,” either lmphcnly or explicitly,
ile controversy and petty braggadocio,”  given the fact that, as Schomburg put
work that “has glibly tried to prove half it, “The Negro has been a man with-
of the world’s geniuses to have been out a history because he has been
Negroes and to trace the pedigree of  considered a man without a worthy
19th-century Americans from the Queen  Culture.” That's why even Schom-
of Sheba.” burg, a man who loved the library like

The great black intellectual and activ-  life itself, argued for what he called
ist W. E. B. Du Bois himself, writing in  an a priori “racial motive™ in black
1933, warned black scholars against  Scholarship, while Du Bois stressed
“whitewashing or translating wish into  that “the American Negro problem is
fact.” Closer to our own time, the sociolo- ~ and must be the center” of the schol-
gist Orlando Patterson memorably  arly concerns of the “college-bred Ne-
warned against the sort of black studies ~ Bro.” Since few, if any, colleges and
programs that utilize the “three P’s ap.  Universities offered courses that in-
proach — black history as the discovery Continued on Page B13

BALLET REVIEW

A Sassy New Duet Danced to a Sprightly Old Solo

By JACK ANDERSON performance on Thursday night at an elegant Baroque dance, only to let

the Joyce Theater. It proved to be a  their movements turn either floppy
portrait of two gruff yet basically or assertive. They were equally con-
good-natured guys. vincing showing the men’s bump-
The men kept approaching, then tiousness and their vulnerability. treating the back of his body as if it
easing away. Each tried to outdo the Although Mr. Feld belabored a few  were his front. Mr. Levans was emo-
other in leaps. Yet this was horse- ~choreographic effects, “Yo Johann”  tionally as well as anatomically dis-
play, not deadly rivalry. And pas- remains an agreeably energetic tri- oriented, for he played a lovelorn
to jaunty contemporary music by sages in which each man supported fle. Two other pieces were brashona  fejlow who kept pursuing a romantic
Michael Gordon. Now he’s given us the other suggested that Mr. Feld's grander scale. ideal in the form of a doll that dan.
Yo Johann. an equally strenuous  characters could hide tender feelings _ *‘Paper Tiger,” choreographed in  g1o4 alwavs before him on @ rod
and sassy duet for the same men, behind their swagger. 1996 to blues recordings by Leon 5t o eYS
Jason Jordan and Jassen Virolas. Mr. Feld choreographed for their Redbone, abounds with eccentric 2ttached to his costume. .
The music is just as jaunty. But this  faces, as well as for their arms and  shuffles and hops. And when Mr. *“Echo,” a solo from 1986 to music
time the composer is Johann Sebas- legs, giving them expressions of Redbone sings “‘Aw You Salty Dog,” by Steve Reich, was an artistic union
tian Bach. amusement and amazement. Mostof Mr. Feld has dancers burst into ca- ©of head and heart. The way Patricia
With Karen Rostron playing ex- the ballet had little to do with the nine howls. Tuthill kept steadily crossing the
cerpts from Bach’s PartitaNo.3in E  music's period style. But in one se-  Movements occasionally look too stage while letting her arms curve
Major for Solo Violin, the duet re- quence Mr. Jordan and Mr. Virolas self-consciously odd. But one sceneis  and ripple made the choreography a
cetved its premiere at Ballet Tech’s  struck poses as If about to perform  strikingly bizarre: a solo for Daniel blending of logic and sensuality.

Levans to “Sweet Sue (Just You).”
Mr. Feld turned Mr. Levans into a
grotesque figure by placing a mask
on the back of the dancer’s head and

Eliot Feld has choreographically
shouted “Yo" again. Last year he
created ‘Yo Shakespeare,” a strenu-
ous and sassy piece in which two
men moved sometimes in competi-
tion and other times in cooperation

Surn Krulwlthl‘ma Ntw York Times
Jassen Virolas, left, and Jason Jordan of Ballet Tech in “Yo Johann.”
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Museum
Is Dropping
Its Designer

Continued From First Arts Page

gered some of the Indian elders who
have taken part in the ‘“vision ses-
sions,” among them, Lloyd Kiva
New, president emeritus of the Insti-
tute of American Indian Art in Santa
Fe, N.M. “The plans for this building
have been drawn by a genius Native
American artist who has taken the
trouble to confer with Indians at ev-
ery step of the way,” he said. “We
have a fantastic design produced by
a Native American. They have no
ethical right to take a man’s design,
whether he’s Indian or Chinese. It’s
like letting someone finish your
painting. Why don’t they recognize
the importance of allowing him to
carry forth to see his design put into
place proudly?””

Mr. Cardinal and GBQC are plan-
ning to file an appeal of the decision,
which they can do up to April 27. In
the meantime, the museum has hired
another architectural team — James
Stewart Polshek and Partners of
New York and Tobey and Davis of
Reston, Va. — to conduct a ‘‘peer
revlew“ o( the project, to ‘‘see where

Umansky said. Mr. |

Polshelk is currently renovating the
ew

the cultural resource center for the
Indian museum, in Ma
‘There has been some speculauon
that Mr. Polshek might take over the
project, which he denied. But he said
that, if he did, “we would do it to
assist the Federal Government in a
difficult situation. I do think the
building will be completed in a way
that will please Douglas Cardinal.”
ardinal, who built a sweat
lodge fnr himself 12 miles from the
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Vernon L. Smith

Learning to appreciate their heritage: a seminar in 1969 on black
literature at the Afro-American Society at Cornell University.

Continued From First Arts Page

cluded content about African-Ameri-
cans, they viewed the schqlar’s task
— and his gift to the broader culture
— as contributing to a political
progress by establishing the worth of
black cuiture in the court of academ-
ic and public opinion.

In truth, the ideal of wholly disin-
terested scholarship — in any field of
research — will probably remain an
elusive one. But it’s one thing to
acknowledge the political valence of
even the “‘purest” scholarship; it's
another to demand of it immediate
political utility. The ideal of knowl-
edge for its own sake — what Robert
Nisbet once called the ‘‘academic
dogma' — may be unfashionable,
and even unrealizable; but it should
command our respect all the same.
For it remains the basic rationale of
the university. The scholar who ana-
lyzes the 19th-century slave narra-
tive and its relation to the sentimen-
tal novel shouldn’t feel guilty be-
cause her research isn’t directly aid-
ing the cause of distributive justice.

But scholars are citizens, too, and
if it is wrongheaded to demand politi-
cal payoff from basic research, it
would be equally untenable to de-
mand that research be quarantined
from the real-world considerations
that weigh so heavily upon us. Else-
where, I've called for departments of
African-American Studies to join
with historically black colleges and
universities to establish sophomore
and junior-year summer internships
for community development
(through organizations like the

N.A.A.CP. and the Children’s De-
fense Fund) to combat teen-age

, so-called bl
the tr of

must confront the awkward fact that
the political views of academics can
no more be regimented than their
scholarly opinions. In the socialist
tradition, thoughtful work on the po-
litical economy of black America has
been done by such scholars as Ger-
ald Horne, Adolph Reed and Man-
ning Marable, who urge us to rethink
the basic institutions of Western lib-
eral democracy. In a conservative

Against trying to .
regiment the
politics of scholars.

vein, such black scholars as Thomas
Sowell and Walter Williams have ar-
gued that the problems of black
America must be addressed primar-
ily through voluntarist means. Obvi-
ously, both positions cannot be cor-
rect, but you can’t gauge their valid-
ity by the relative compassion or
ity their pi
Policy disputes must be subjected to
intellectual analysis, performed
without a thumb on the scale. And it
would be bitterly ironic if a field that
was founded upon a protest against
exclusion should itself become fear-
ful of pluralism, either intellectual
and political.

A typically vanguardist form of
scholarly vanity is, of course, to sup-
pose that we have a unique purchase
on political wisdom, beyond the
reach of ordinary citizens. Yet in the
case of African-American studies,
the yearning for political potency is

H.LV.
Yet those who would enlist the
academy in the cause of activism

after moving
to Washington to work on the design,
is well known in Canada for infusing
his bulldmgs with his native experi-
ence. He is “‘métis,”” a French term
for mixed ancestry; his mother was
French, German and Mohawk, his
father Blackfoot, French and Ojib-
wa. His best-known building is the
Canadian Museum of Civilization in
Hull, Quebec, a copper-domed, mask-
like structure across the river from
Ottawa. The Indian Museum was his
first major United States commis-
sion.
The current dispute unfolded last
year, when Mr. Cardinal asked the

Parting ways with
a Blackfoot
visionary, but not
with his plan.

A Piea That Scholars Take Action
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transform their lives and the entire
society. Scholars have an obligation
not just to intepret, but to act.

The classical black intellectual
tradition that has developed over
more than a century reflected these
general tenets and included overtly
political goals. W. E. B. Du Bois was
not only a great sociologist and histo-
rian, but also-the co-founder of the
N. nd the “father of Pan-
Africanism.” C.L. James was a
brilliant cultural critic and

munities, as well as Africa and the
black diaspora.

Most contemporary socio-econom-
ic problems confronting black Amer-
ica cannot adequately be addressed
by using the traditional racial strat-
egies of “integration’ or ‘‘separat-
ism,” which have .dominated black
political discourse for more than a
century. Integrationist leaders suc-
cessfully fought against racial segre-
gation a generation ago, creating an
expanded black middle class. But the

who was also intimately involved in
black anticolonial movements in Af-
rica and the Caribbean. Even more
conservative scholars like the sociol-
ogist Charles S. Johnson actively
used their scholarship in the effort to

Smithsonian for additional reim-
bursement for work beyond the
hours allotted in his contract. “They
indicated to me they would make
those provisions,” he said. The mu-
seum advanced him $150,000, but by

the end of the year, he said, he was _

*$300,000 in the hole.””

It was at that point, he said, that
some of the elders advised him to
hold his drawings until the problem
was resolved. With a gift from an
anonymous donor, he said, he contin-
ued the work after he was dismissed
because he “wanted to get the
project back on track.”

Mr. Cardinal is no stranger to con-
troversy. In the early 1980’s he made
headlines in Canada when he sug-
gested that, rather than compromise
on his design for the Museum of
Canadian Civilization, they *‘bulldoze
it back into a park.” They did not,
and it opened to great fanfare.

The Canadian architectural histo-
rian Trevor Boddy has written that
the unusual cast of Mr. Cardinal’s
designs, which have generally been
situated in remote places, along with
a cultivated persona as an outsider,
tended to keep him off the architec-
tural A-lists.

“‘Douglas Cardinal is a survivor,”
Mr. Boddy said in a telephone inter-
view, “‘and he tends to be routinely
underestimated. Every single
project he's done has had a crisis like
this. He's a very complex person.”

Mr. Cardinal, as is his wont, is
trying to take the long view. *“The
elders have guided me,” said the
architect, who relies heavily on

f-th

to design his voluptuous forms.
“They want to be sure the whole
building is done with honor, that it be
a strong expression of their voice.
That's the only way the building will
have power."”

ON THE WEB
The best-seller lists from the
current Times Book Review,
and weekday book reviews
since 1994, are availdble from
The New York Times on
America Online (keyword:
Times). Weckday and Sunday
book reviews since 1980
along with an expanded best-
seller list, this week's Book Re-
view, special features, first
chapters and audlo readings —
are available from The New
York Times on the Web:

www.nytlmef.com/haoks

m Crow

The now-classic texts in black
studies written before the 1960’s
were largely produced either outside
the academy or at segregated, all-
black colleges. These earlier schol-
ars, like Du Bois, understood that
critical research into the heart of
black life and culture had to be inter-
disciplinary. The tools of black stud-
ies scholarship could not be narrowly
confined to the

Beyond the old
categories of
integration or
separatism.

affluence and accomplishments of
this new “talented tenth,”

al and political ghetto. .
A new paradigm is required, one
that would involve scholars who seek

to substantially transform the soci- *

ety that perpetuates black inequal-
ity. This new approach must reach
out, in particular, to the young gener-
ation of black Americans born after
the civil rights and black power
who are

under assault by the forces of unem-
ployment, imprisonment and social
alienation.

Black studies has begun to inte-
grate the critical perspectives of
class, gender and sexuality into its
major projects: However, too many
black studies programs have a ten-
dency to focus largely on the arts and
humanities, and much less on politi-
cal economy, public policy and urban
ethnography. This literary and cul-
tural studies orientation should be
balanced by a greater emphasis on
social science.

But perhaps the greatest challenge
for African-American studies is not
only theoretical, but polmcal how to

in part by affirmative action, may
have diverted our attention from the
current crises of class inequality and
poverty experxenced by millions of

approaches set by Euro-American
intellectuals.

If black studies is to continue its
development as a theoretically rich,
interdisciplinary field, it must con-
tinually challenge itself to under-
stand contemporary black America.
That means interpreting the new st
cial, economic, cultural and global
forces at work that are rapidly re-
structuring African-American com-

other Afri A icans.

The opposite approach of group
separatism, charactenzed by Gaya-
tri Spivak as " en-

reduce or

consequences of msututxunal racism
and inequality in a liberal democrat-
ic state?

This is no longer just an American
question. Brazil, South Africa and
other nations are also exploring the
complex relationships between ra-

closes African-Americans within the
narrow boundaries of their own ex-
periences. The deeply conservative,
patriarchal separatism represented
by Louis Farrakhan, among others,
represents a political dead end. Ra-
cial fundamentalism pushes op-
pressed minorities into an intellectu-

cial i and power.
We need a black scholarship that
recognizes that the way we think
about “race” is changing because'of
the rapidly growing Latino, Asian,
Pacific Island and Caribbean minor-
ity communities. “Races" are not
fixed categories. Thus,

Even as
the academic field has become insti-
tutionalized, black America contin-
ues to suffer massive inequities that

od, like the 19th-century Irish and-

Jews in the United States, could be
incorporated into the white main-
stream. What may be occurring here
(as well as in South Africa) is a
redefihition of both race and class as
a segment of the minority population
moves into the corporate and polit
cal establishment at the same time
that most are pushed even further

.down the economic ladder.

Black studies is challenged to
raise hard, new questions about the
meaning of race in American life. To
do so, it must construct a new analyt-

raclal minority in one h:s(orical peri-

ic language and theoretical ap-
th

toward is
society. We should create new black
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are the legacy of historical racism.
To complicate the picture further,
black America has itself become
enormously fissured, with a widen--
ing abyss between a growing middle -
class and an increasingly isolated. .
underclass. Unfortunately, many of
our conventional traditional modes
of analysis simply fail to engage-the..
vexing nature of these class differen-
tials. “People don’t care what you.;
know,” a street slogan has it, “until-s
they know that you care.” But genu-
ine progress will depend not just-on.
caring more, but on knowing more.-

Public policy issues can indeed®e
a central concern of African-Anferf
can studies, as they are at Harvaf
the University of Michigan, U.C.G
Columbia and elsewhere. They raise
conundrums as challenging as™any
you'll find in the academy. Thirty
years ago, no one predicted the.cur-
rent class divide in black Americas
and this class divide insistently
raises questions to which there-are
still no satisfactory answers. How'do
we put our people to work? How do
we expand the black working.sand
middle classes? How do structural
and behavioral causes of poverty:in-.
teract and how can they be defeated?

These are among the pressing-is+>
sues that public policy scholars must’
address if they are to generate‘the!
new analyses and policy recommen-"
dations we desperately need. But the
crisis of black America can’t be
willed away by commitment alone®
On the level of policy, of practical
politics, it demands empirical -and
analytical rigor: in short, the strins:
gencies of the academic dogma.

As W.E.B. Du Bois, himself.a'
committed activist who never aban-
doned the life of the mind, .once
wrote, “Let us not beat wings¥im
impotent frenzy,” but ‘‘rathercon-
quer the world by thought and brain
and plan.”

o sauk
Protesters like the student atJef
helped bring about black studle At

many colleges. Above, W. ‘E"B
Du Bois, historian, sociologist:atid
co-founder of the N.A:A.C.P-

“think tanks,” bringing scholars-to-
gether with representatives ofscivil
rights, labor, women'’s and poor: peo-
ple’s organizations to develop public
policy initiatives.

That is why many black scholars
have joined feminists, labor afd
community activists to"develop the
Black Radical Congress, a grass-
roots political organization created
to revitalize the black freedorh
movement. We can only advance our
field of scholarship by reaffirming
the connections between the intellec-
tual work and public advocacy.of.Du
Bois, James, Paul Robesons-amd
many others who established" -and
developed black studies.

Covering Their Eyes
With Parted Fingers

The New York Times asked a
handful of scholars to comment on
the apparent ambivalence of much of
the country about the sexual accusa-
tions against President Clinton.
News programs cover the issue con-
stantly and receive higher ratings
just when many Americans insist
they are no longer interested and
think the matter should be private.
Here are excerpts from their an-
swers, compiled by Janny Scott:

*'People’s responses are dominat-
ed by a combination of deep absurdi-
ty and intense We feel

game. We're fascinated by the very.
combination of absurdity and dan-
ger.

“‘It reminds one of the way we
sometimes speak of technology go-
ing berserk, where you introduce
certain kinds of technology without
being able to imagine what it will do
to your way of living or your society.
And the technology then takes on a
self-generating process; it continues
to energize itself into further convo-
lutions of itself. The technology takes
on a momentum and it becomes
viewed as something absolute and

something unreal and strange is hap-
pening. I think Americans feel that
they're in a bizarre realm that sug-
gests that there is something wrong
with our political culture and some-
thing has become unhinged in the
structures by which we ordinarily
balance personal life, family life,
politics, social existence.

**Having said that, the same people
who have a sense of this absurdity
are nonetheless fascinated by it. But
fascination can have many sources.
Of course, the usual ones are very
much there. It is an ongoing narra-
tive; and of course it's got a sexual
dimension, which is always fascinat-
ing; and it's got dimensions of pow-
er. But maybe thi

— Robert Jay Lifton
Professor of psychiatry
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
and the CUNY Graduate Center
“‘I callit ‘the vanishing truth para-
dox.” The public wants to have great
leaders, and we use whatever media
we have to try to confirm greatness.
We've used television now, our domi-
nant medium, The paradox is that
greatness only exists at a distance.
So the more closely we watch our
leaders and the more continuously
we watch them, the less great they
appear to be. There is a kind of sink-
ing feeling: That person is not good,
let’s find someone else.
““None of our famous leaders —

is with American political self-de-
structiveness in playing out this mad

Jefferson, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt — could have sus-

tained this level of attention. First,

THINK TANK

PAULA, KEN, KAIHLEBI.UMIC\ MR GINSBURG,| MMPP"GOMITHEE&RE\\H SO MANY
'ONE ENTERTAIN

FOLKS WHOHEL PED MAKE: WY FRIVATELIFE THE. AUMBER ONE

IMENT OF THE YERR!"

‘we just thought we had a lot of lousy
leaders — Johnson, Nixon, Ford. But
1 think some of this ambivalence
grows out of the fact that the public
is starting to realize that you can’t
watch people this closely.

*'I also think there has been a shift
in the culture, because of televisiol
that journalists have adapted to — a
shift from ‘résumeé criteria’ to ‘dat-
ing criteria.’ We always used to have
two sets of criteria for decisions in
life: We would not choose a lover or a
friend based on a writing sample or a
résumé; but it was never the case
until television that you would con-
sider somebody a viable Presidential
candidate because of the twinkle in
hiseye.

‘‘What television has done is taken
criteria thay make sense in the pri-
vate realm and extended them into
the public realm. Now we use dating
criteria to determine whether some-
one is fit for office. Once the criteria
shift, information becomes relevant
that wasn't before. We ask: ‘What
are they like? Do we like them?"
Once you're in that intimate realm, it
seems as relevant as things on a ré-
sumé.’

— Joshua Meyrowitz

Professor of communication
University of New Hampshire in
Durham

““The fact that people might disap-
prove on the one hand and tune in on
the other doesn't automaticaily
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make them creeps or hypocrites. Hu-
man beings are complex creatures.
They may be watching this with'ane
hand over their eyes. They may sty,
“this is terrible and I don’t like know-
ing this, but everybody else knows it
so I don’t want to be out of the loop:'”
They may regret the invasion of pri=
vate life while at the same time find-
ing themselves lured in, as we would
be by any great drama. So 1don’t "~
think it's fair to leap to the conclii-
sion that people are two-faced. A
more generous view would be to say
that they're human.” o -
— Jay Rosen
Professor of journalism
New York University

“I'll confess I despise Bill Clinton
and have for a long time, and I can't
get enough of this and my wife is dis-
gusted with me. She doesn’t like Bill
Clinton, but she thinks it's a weak-
ness of soul, as it undoubtedly 1s. 1
have to confess that I want to dance
around Bill Clinton's grave. And it's
a weakness.

“‘The question is, what should be
the proper object of pleasure? Rath-
er than reading about Bill Clinton's
difficulties, I ought to take pleasure
in, and I do, reading and thinking
about Lincoln's Gettysburg address.
1 ought to look at a beautiful picture;
1 ought to'listen to beautiful music.
So, the question really is, in what
should we take pleasure?"

— Walter Berns

Emeritus professor of government

corgetown Univgrsity



