6th grade mathematics-Statement of Purpose


Students with disabilities are often left behind in the educational society. These students often times are taught at lower levels at a slower pace, allowing them to fall behind their peers. Inclusion, as defined by L. Idol (1997), states that “Inclusion is when a student with special learning and/or behavioral needs is educated full-time in the general education program.” The content taught at the sixth grade mathematics level builds upon the foundation of previous mathematical concepts to develop a strong foundation of mathematics for students to function in everyday society as productive members. Jamar and Pits (2005), note that the vision of mathematic literacy within society has moved from basic skills to a demanding standard for all.

All students, even those labeled as having disabilities must also develop and build upon these skills. These skills, mostly presented and developed by the Ohio Department of Education, offer benchmarks and standards that all students must meet and demonstrate proficiency. According to Napper (2002), trends indicate that work forces made up of women, minorities, and persons with disabilities are increasing. This demonstrates a need for students, especially those with disabilities, to become more proficient is applying basic mathematical concepts in order to succeed. Allowing students to participate in a classroom environment of lower levels, will not obtain this goal. All students must be presented a higher level content with high expectations. 


 The goals of this course, if met, will provide students with the basic foundation for developing mathematical proficiency and mathematical literacy, as determined by meeting standards placed by the State of Ohio, by offering real-life examples, practical applications, and an environment in which all students, including those with disabilities are able to learn. 
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