Lab:  Capillary Action: CLASS COPY—PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS SHEET!
Directions:  On your own paper, write your heading and the lab title.  You will need to record the following sections on your paper, experiment, data, analysis and conclusion.
Purpose:  To test the properties of water. You will be using 3 cups that are each filled with a different liquid: water, oil, rubbing alcohol.  You will put a paper towel strip into each substance and observe what happens.

Materials:  
· 3 cups: water, oil, rubbing alcohol—each cup is filled with ____ mL of liquid

· 1 piece of foil

· 6 paper towel strips
· 1 ruler

· 1 calculator
*Experiment:

· Identify the independent variable:

· Identify the dependent variable:

· Identify 3 constants:

· Identify the operational definition:

Procedure:
1. Get materials when teacher directs.

2. Place a piece of foil flat onto the desk to cover the desk top area.   

3. Drape 2 paper towel strips over the side of each cup.  The tip of the paper towel should barely touch the liquid in the beaker.  

4. Let the paper towels sit in the cups for 5-10 minutes.

5. After the time has elapsed, carefully remove all of the strips of paper towels by laying them flat on the foil on your desk.
6. Using a ruler, measure the amount of liquid that was absorbed into the paper towels and record your data.
7. Clean up all materials before starting the analysis and conclusion.  Remember to put everything back in the correct location.
*Data
	
	Measurement for Strip # 1
	Measurement for Strip # 2
	Average

	Water
	
	
	

	Rubbing Alcohol
	
	
	

	Oil
	
	
	


*Analysis
Create a graph of your data.  Use different colors to represent your data.  Remember to title your graph and label axis.
*Conclusion

1. How did you “witness” capillary action today in your lab activity?  Be sure to also include the definition of capillary action.

2.  Which liquid had the largest measurement?  (meaning which liquid moved onto the paper towel the most?)  Explain why you think the results happened this way.  Remember to include data and support your answer with a full explanation.
