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I.  Rationale
Propaganda is all around us.  It’s on television, billboards, the Internet, radio, and even in our schools.  Our students are inundated with propaganda, and they will be for the rest of their lives.  Because of this, we must teach them to be aware of the common techniques that propagandists use to try to fool the unsuspecting public.  If they are aware of the techniques, we will have educated consumers in the future, and they will be able to view propaganda with a critical eye.  


Currently the Ohio State Standards indicate that propaganda and research are both topics to be covered in the 9th grade English and Social Studies curriculum.  I have decided to make this unit an interdisciplinary unit between the two subject areas using a problem-based approach.  The purpose of this unit is to teach students the techniques that propagandists use to fool the public.  They will:

· view television commercials to detect propaganda techniques in each

· view political ads and point out the bias and common techniques used in political ads

· view fake web sites and determine the commonalities between them

· view war propaganda and decipher the tools and objectives that are used

· view food advertisements and learn the techniques used to make the food look better than it really is

Providing experiences for students to view the propaganda will allow them to become aware of the propagandists’ techniques so they will not be fooled in the future.  It is important to have an understanding of propaganda because it is all around us, and students will spend the rest of their lives being told how to think, what to wear, what to eat, who to vote for, and what to support by propaganda.  It is relevant to them now, and will be relevant to them in the future.  We cannot have a society filled with people that are easily fooled by the techniques of propagandists.


My project lends itself to a problem-based model.  In a problem-based model, students use information to solve problems and as a result, they will become self-directed learners (Chiarelott, 2006).  According to Chiarelott, one crucial aspect of PBL is that “the problem be of sufficient interest and significance that its solution is worth pursuing personally, socially, and/or academically” (2206).  The unit on propaganda meets these criteria.  They are surrounded by propaganda, so they already have the background knowledge needed to undertake a PBL project.  The topic is worth pursuing because it is something they must learn to decipher for the rest of their lives; it is something they will encounter in the “real” world.  In PBL, “children are constructing knowledge and building on their background knowledge.  Children retain more information when they learn by doing” (Bell, 2010).  In this project they will experience propaganda first-hand when they watch commercials, view wartime propaganda and explore web sites.  I teach them how to view each with a critical mind before they experience the propaganda, then they report back to me what they saw.  


PBL ensures that our students will enter the workforce with the skills needed to thrive.  In the future, “children must enter a workforce in which they will be judged on their performance.  They will be evaluated not only on their outcomes, but also on their collaborative, negotiating, planning, and organizational skills” (Bell, 2010).  In this project there are no “right” and “wrong” answers, rather the students are faced with options.  They must use problem-solving skills and then demonstrate what they have learned in a final debriefing paper.  The skills that my students must use to complete the propaganda project include 21st Century skills such as collaboration, negotiation, planning, and organization

I chose a WebQuest as the appropriate tool to teach my unit on propaganda.  A WebQuest is a “computer-based teaching and learning model in which learners are actively involved in an activity or situation and use the Internet as a resource” (Halat, 2008, p. 109).  WebQuests are made for a project/problem-based unit because they last anywhere from 3-10 days, and the students are in charge of working at their own pace and making their own choices in order to complete a “task” embedded in the WebQuest.  Lamb and Teclehaimanot (2004) claim that WebQuests are a “student-centered and project-based approach to teaching and learning, which a variety of theories, such as constructivist philosophy, critical and creative thinking, situated learning environments, cooperative learning, and engaged learning, support.”  A huge part of project/problem-based learning entails the students dealing with a real world problem that is engaging to the; a WebQuest serves to enhance this because it is computer-based, not “paper and pencil” based.  According to Varank (2005), “using computers enhances students’ motivation because while working on computers, students enjoy more, work harder, and show more involvement in the classroom.”  

As I am faced with using PBL in this unit, I must keep in mind that some students are not used to this type of learning, so they may feel that it is too chaotic, or they may feel lost at times because it does not involve memorization or right and wrong answers.  One solution to this problem is for teachers to listen to “student talk” as they negotiate through the problem.  Teachers can “encourage students to be confident that they can work on the problem as they encourage students to move towards creatively discovering new solutions” (Barrett, 2010).  As they are going through the various activities, I need to be available to help students who may feel overwhelmed.  I can assure them that it is ok to feel lost sometimes, and to just keep plugging away!

II.  Sub-Unit Outcomes


Since my unit is an interdisciplinary unit in social studies and language arts, I have included sub-unit outcomes for both.

Social Studies 

The student will: 

· detect bias and propaganda (Evaluation)
· evaluate credibility of sources for: logical fallacies, consistency of arguments, unstated assumptions, and bias (Evaluation)
· analyze the reliability of sources (Analysis)
· develop and present a research project (Synthesis)
Language Arts 


The student will: 

· construct informational essays or reports (Application)
· use correct spelling conventions (Application)
· use correct capitalization and punctuation (Application)
· identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (Application)
· determine the accuracy of sources and the credibility of the author by analyzing the sources' validity (Evaluation)
· compile and organize important information and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes (Synthesis)
· combine quotations and citations into written text to maintain a flow of ideas (Synthesis)
· use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources (Application)
· use a variety of communication techniques to present information that supports a clear position about the topic (Application)
· deliver persuasive presentations (Comprehension)
III.  Pre-Assessment
This lesson will be their first exposure to propaganda in my classroom.  These students have studies propaganda in middle school, so they all have prior knowledge about the common techniques used in propaganda.  In order to make this lesson meaningful and real, we will begin looking at recorded TV commercials, magazine advertisements and newspaper editorials.  While viewing they will document their feelings and responses to each form of media.  After all have been viewed, students will discuss what persuasive techniques they think were used by the advertisers and authors.  

Pre-Assessment Reflection Log

Commercial #1
Product Advertised___________________________________

What grabbed my attention _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Commercial #2
Product Advertised___________________________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Commercial #3
Product Advertised___________________________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________   

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Commercial #4
Product Advertised___________________________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Commercial #5
Product Advertised___________________________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________   

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Magazine Advertisement #1
Product Advertised______________________

 What grabbed my attention ____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________  

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Magazine Advertisement #2
Product Advertised______________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________   

What did they do to try to persuade me to buy the product? ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Newspaper Editorial #1
What is being discussed? _______________________

What grabbed my attention ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

What did they do to try to persuade me? ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Instructional Plans

I am basing my instructional plans on the project-based lesson plan model.  While there are objectives listed for this sub-unit, most of the objectives are “expressive because specific outcomes are difficult to predict when dealing with problem-based or project-based learning” (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 95).  When students are using a WebQuest as the tool for the project, they have choice in how they would like to proceed.  I am going to write my lesson plans as one student who is going through the WebQuest.  All students will have the same final project, but how they get there is different for each student.  The link for the actual WebQuest that I designed is here:
http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/index.htm
Lesson 1 (Introduce WebQuests)

A. Introductory Activity: (15 minutes)

· Pull up the WebQuest (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/index.htm) and discuss all the parts of the WebQuest (Introduction, Task, Process, Evaluation, and Conclusion).  

· Read the Introduction to them (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/intro.htm)

· Listen to the Task (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/task.htm
· Review Propaganda Terms (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/Propaganda%20Terms.pdf)

B. Developmental Activity: (15 minutes)

· Upon completion of the introduction to WebQuests, explain to the students that they are going to solve a problem on their own, and write a report about what they learned.  Begin looking at the parts of the Process page(http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/process.htm) because this is where they will spend most of their time investigating
C.  Concluding Activity (10 minutes)
· Go over the rules of the computer lab, and explain to them how they can get to the link to the WebQuest from home.

Lesson 2 (to be done in the computer lab)

A.  Introductory Activity (5 minutes)

· Go to the Process page on the WebQuest (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/process.htm)
B.  Developmental Activity (25 minutes)

· Go to the Process page and do the “Food Advertising Tricks” section:
(http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/food_advertising_tricks.htm)

· Students will view the following websites: (http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/foodadtricks.html) and (http://www.paragonlight.com/food.html) 

· Students will answer the questions found here: (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/food_advertising_tricks.htm)
C.  Concluding Activity

· Student must fill out an exit slip and give it to me before they leave. 
· Student sharing and discussing 
· Ask them if they are having any trouble/issues with WebQuest
Lesson 3 (to be done in the computer lab)

V. Introductory Activity (5 minutes)

· Go to the Process page on the WebQuest (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/process.htm)
V. Developmental Activity (25 minutes)

· Go to the Process page and do the “Propaganda of Advertising” section:
(http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/whats_in_an_ad.htm)
Students will view one cereal, one toy and one clothing commercial.  They will then answer the questions found here: http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/whats_in_an_ad.htm
V. Concluding Activity

· Student must fill out an exit slip and give it to me before they leave.  
· Student sharing and discussing
· Ask them if they are having any trouble/issues with WebQuest
V. Post-Assessment

The post-assessment for this sub-unit is the final research findings paper.  Students will use all the materials collected in the WebQuest to write their final paper.  The directions for the paper can be found here: (http://gozips.uakron.edu/~jat28/hypermedia/final/research_findings.htm)

· In the directions I have embedded instructions on how to write parenthetical citations, a Works Cited list, and note cards.  I have also included a rubric so they will know how their final project will be evaluated.  Lastly, because there are many parts to the WebQuest, I included a checklist of all material that needs to be turned in for the final project.   
Student Exit Slip
1.  One thing I learned today is.... 
2.  One thing I am not sure about today's lesson is.... 
3.  I can use this knowledge or process again when I....
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