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Rationale 


Literacy is the one of the most important pieces to being an active participant in our society today. It is heavily focused on and taught in our schools as well as required for an individual to be successful, communicate, further their education, and learn. 

The Kindergarten curriculum design included in this project lays a foundation for literacy skills that can be built upon in future grades. The goal is to introduce and expose students to literacy concepts, phonemic awareness, vocabulary skills, and basic reading elements. Kindergarten students are just beginning their journey in literacy and some of them may already have emerging literacy skills. This reading curriculum is designed and implemented to begin to prepare students to become life long learners and successful readers so that they may become active participants in society. It will also begin with the most basic of skills and be taught in a sequential order as to prevent reading difficulties in primary grades. 

According to the Ohio Department of Education, in the school where I teach, 74 percent of students scored proficient or above in the third grade Ohio Third Grade Reading Achievement Test in May 2009 (Ohio Department of Education). That leaves 26 percent of third grade students who are not reading at their grade level and are put in the “basic or limited” category. Every year, our school scores the lowest on the third grade Ohio Reading Achievement Assessments in our district. I feel that this is an issue that needs to be addressed and given attention to ensure success for all our students and their futures. We also have fifty-one students or 14 percent of students on academic Individualized Education Plans who are currently receiving academic intervention services. A reading curriculum that will begin students at the primary level, teach and foster basic literacy skills, and prevent reading difficulties is essential in our building. 

Because there are so many children who struggle with learning to read, reading curriculum needs to be designed to fit student’s individual needs and allow students to gain the skills they need to become successful readers. Once students fall behind their peers and begin struggling with reading, it is very difficult to catch up. Kindergarten literacy skills are early indicators of first and second grade reading achievement (Morris, 2003, pg. 93). Kindergarten is a critical year for putting reading curriculum and interventions into place as students’ emergent literacy skills develop significantly over the course of the school year (Snow, Scarborough, & Burns, 1999). 

This reading curriculum design has many literacy components to it that encompass a balanced literacy program. Children need balanced literacy instruction to improve reading skills. As Pressley states in the book Reading Instruction that Works, “Balanced literacy teachers combine the strengths of whole language and skills instruction, and in doing so create instruction that is more that the sum of its parts.” (Pressley, 2002, pg.)

This instructional design is centered on lessons that stem from an Acquisition of Vocabulary Unit. My lessons are created and implemented using the Basic Lesson Plan Model as illustrated by Leigh Chiarelott in Designing Instruction For Contextual Teaching and Learning. This model will allow me to create a well articulated written plan that indicates concepts to be taught, key objectives, developmentally appropriate procedures, and assessment strategies. This formal instructional design model is most appropriate for my classroom because it is conducive to my students’ needs and gives them opportunity to be in a suitable learning environment. 

Throughout the Concept Word Meaning unit lessons, students will be exposed to vocabulary and word meanings that will be used in daily conversation, their environments, and implemented as they learn to read and write independently. Children need to know the meaning of the words they are learning and it is important for them to expand their vocabulary continuously as well as develop a more complex understanding of words they already know. Concept Word Meaning is directly correlated to the development of vocabulary. When children learn concept words, they begin to form categories that can be used as a framework in retrieving concept words. 

Unit Outcomes
· Students will categorize words such as color words, number words, and common words (analysis)
· Students will recognize that a color has a name (comprehension)
· Students will identify that color words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish color words in text (analysis)
· Students will recognize that a number has a name (comprehension)
· Students will identify that number words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish number words in text (analysis)
· Students will recognize the days of the week have names and are always in the same order (comprehension) 
· Students will arrange the days of the week in the correct sequence (knowledge)
· Students will identify that days of the week words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish days of the week words in text (analysis)
Pre-assessment
Directions: individually or in a small group, cut apart color and number cards and encourage student to match each word with its correct number or color
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Lesson Plan #1

Color Words

CONCEPT/SKILL

· Definition and meaning of a color word
UNIT OUTCOMES

· Students will categorize words such as color words, number words, and common words (analysis)
· Students will recognize that a color has a name (comprehension)
· Students will identify that color words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish color words in text (analysis)
LESSON OBJECTIVES

· Students will be able to match color words one to one on a pocket chart
· Students will be able to complete a two way sort by matching color words
· Students will be able to identify color words in a poem
· Students will be able to recite or sing The Color Song Poem
MATERIALS/RESOURCES

· Growing Colors by Bruce McMillan
· Chart Paper or Smartboard
· Black marker
· Highlighter tape
· Pocket chart
· Color word cards 

· Two way sort sheets
· One sheet of color words per child 
· Crayons, scissors, glue stick
TIME (45-50 minutes)

PROCEDURES

Introductory Activity (10-15 minutes) 

· Gather students on the carpet and read aloud Growing Colors by Bruce McMillan. As you are reading, point out each color word on the page and explain to children that each color has a name and a word that reads that color. 

· Explain to students that you can find and identify color words in songs, poems, and stories. 

· Write The Color Song poem on chart paper with a black marker or on Smartboard. Sing it a few times to the children pointing to the words as you sing. Give students one line at a time to repeat and practice reading/singing. Repeat the song two or three more times. If students need a movement break, have them stand in a circle and do motions with the song lyrics. 

· Today, we are going to find as many color words as we can in our poem. 

· Call on students to come up to the chart paper or smartboard to highlight a color word they have identified. 

· Review all color words students have recognized and point out any they may have missed. 

Developmental Activity (25 minutes) 

· Explain to students that we are going to read and match some color words today. Ask What is a color word you know? Call on students and recognize all responses. 

· Have the pocket chart ready with one set of Color-Coded Word Cards on the left and the Color Word Cards on the right mixed up. 

· Point to each color word on the left and go over what each word says calling on students if they recognize it

· Then point to the words on the right and review those words. Explain to children that we are going to match these words to the words on the other side of our chart

· Select a word such as “red” and ask if anyone can identify it. Ask the student to come up to the pocket chart and guide them in matching the word “red” in the right column to the word “red” in the left column

· Ask the class if the student is correct. Discuss with children how we can check to be sure it is correct. Suggest things such as looking at the first letter, show them how to check letter by letter to be sure the words match

· Continue matching color words until all words are matched. 

· Tell the children they are going to be completing their own color word matching by using a Two Way Sort

· Give each child a Two-Way Sort sheet and one color word card sheet. Instruct students to cut out and read the color words first. Then glue one word in the left column. Find its match, cut it out and glue it in the right column. Do the first one together. 

· Continue to find as many matches as you can. After they have finished matching, they can use crayons to color the word cards with the appropriate color

Concluding Activity (10-15 minutes)

· Visit http://www.crickweb.co.uk/colour-english.html on the smartboard and play “Color Labeling.” It is an interactive game that reviews color words. Call on students to come up to the board, click on a color word and drag it to its correct color box. If it is correct, the word will turn green. 

· Gather children back on the carpet with color word cards displayed on the pocket chart. Ask questions such as What do you notice about the letters in our color words? What color words begin with the same letter? 
· Review “Big Ideas”

EVAULATION/CLOSURE

· Completion of Color Word Sort sheet
· Attending to group activities and attempting to repeat poem/song
· Participation in whole group discussions and answers to teacher questions
· Teacher observation

BIG IDEAS:

1) Every color has a name and it is a word

2) Color words represent a color

3) We use color words in reading and writing 
Lesson Plan #2
Number Words

CONCEPT/SKILL

· Definition and meaning of number words
UNIT OUTCOMES

· Students will categorize words such as color words, number words, and common words (analysis)
· Students will recognize that a number has a name (comprehension)
· Students will identify that number words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish number words in text (analysis)
LESSON OBJECTIVES

· Students will be able to match number words one to one on a pocket chart
· Students will be able to complete a number/number word activity by matching using the Four Box sheet
· Students will be able to identify number/ number words in a familiar nursery rhyme 
· Students will be able to recite or sing One Two Buckle My Shoe
MATERIALS/RESOURCES

· Ten Black Dots by Donald Crews
· Pocket chart
· Sentence strips
· Markers 
· Number cards
· Number Word Cards
· “Feely” Box
· Crayons, scissors, glue stick 
· Four-Box sheet
TIME (45-50 minutes)

PROCEDURES

Introductory Activity (10-15 minutes) 

· Gather students on the carpet and read aloud Ten Black Dots by Donald Crews. As you are reading, count the black dots on each page as a class, find the number and matching number word
· Explain to students that you can find and identify number words in songs, poems, and stories. 

· Write each line of One, Two Buckle My Shoe on a sentence strip and place it in the pocket chart or write it on the smartboard. Students should be very familiar with this nursery rhyme. 

· Sing it a few times to the children pointing to the words as you sing. Give students one line at a time to repeat and practice reading/singing. Repeat the song two or three more times. If students need a movement break, have them stand in a circle and do motions with the song lyrics. 

· Today, we are going to find as many numbers and number words as we can in our poem. 

· Call on students to come up to the chart paper or smartboard to highlight or circle a numeral or number word they have identified. 

· Review all number words students have recognized and point out any they may have missed.

Developmental Activity (25 minutes) 

· Explain to students that we are going to read and match number words today. 

· Have the pocket chart ready with Number and Number Word Cards placed in separate columns. Also have another set of Number and Number Word Cards cut up and placed in a Feely Box. (a box or container where students can reach their hand in and pull something out without looking)

· Point to each number word on the left and go over what each word says calling on students if they recognize it

· Then point to the numbers on the right and review those. Explain to children that we are going to match these words and numbers to the cards that are in the “Feely Box.” Reach your hand inside the feely box and pull out a card such as “three”. Ask a student to identify it and come up to the pocket chart and guide them in placing it next to the numeral 3 card. 

· Continue matching numbers and number words until all words are matched. 

· Tell the children they are going to be completing their own number word matching by using a Four-Box sheet

· Give each child a copy of the Number cards, Number Word cards, and a Four-Box sheet. Instruct students to cut out four number cards of their choice and glue each one in a different box. Then find and read the number word that is its match. Cut it out and glue it under the correct number. 

· After they have finished matching, they can use crayons to draw that number of objects in the box

Concluding Activity (10-15 minutes)

· Visit http://www.crickweb.co.uk/number-english.html on the smartboard and play “number Labeling.” It is an interactive game that reviews number words. Call on students to come up to the board, click on a number word and drag it to its correct numeral. If it is correct, the word will turn green.
· Gather children back on the carpet with color word cards displayed on the pocket chart. Ask questions such as What do you notice about the letters in our number words? What number words begin with the same letter? 
· Review “Big Ideas”
EVAULATION/CLOSURE

· Completion of number to number word activity 
· Correct number of objects drawn for number
· Attending to group activities and attempting to repeat poem/song
· Participation in whole group discussions and answers to teacher questions
· Teacher observation

BIG IDEAS:

1) Every number has a name and it is a word

2) Number words represent a number

3) We can find and use number words in reading, writing, and math 

Lesson Plan #3

Days of the Week Words

CONCEPT/SKILL

· Definition, meaning, and sequential order of Days of the Week words
UNIT OUTCOMES

· Students will recognize the days of the week have names and are always in the same sequential order (comprehension) 
· Students will arrange the days of the week in the correct sequence (knowledge)
· Students will identify that days of the week words can be read and written (comprehension)
· Students will distinguish days of the week words in text (analysis)
LESSON OBJECTIVES

· Students will be able to match days of the week words one to one on a pocket chart
· Students will be able to arrange the days of the week in the correct order
· Students will be able to identify days of the week in text
MATERIALS/RESOURCES
· Cookie’s Week by Cindy Ward
· Pocket Chart
· Days of the Week cards
· Two Way Sort
· scissors, glue stick 
· “Days of the Week” song by Dr. Jean
TIME (45-50 minutes)

PROCEDURES

Introductory Activity (10-15 minutes) 

· Gather students on the carpet and read aloud Cookie’s Week by Cindy Ward.  As you are reading, point out each day of the week on the page and explain to children that each day of the week had a name and they always fall in the same order.
· Cut out the Days of the Week word Cards and Cookie’s Week Story Cards. Place them in the pocket chart.

· Go through each day of the week beginning with Sunday and recall the events in the story that took place on that particular day. Match the picture card to the day of the week card. 

Developmental Activity (25 minutes) 

· Take story cards away from pocket chart and leave the days of the week words. Using an additional set, hand out one Day of the Week Card to seven students. 

· Explain to children that these are the days of the week we see on our calendar everyday. They are always in the same order and each day of the week word represents a different day. Point to each word and review it with students by saying its name and noticing the letters it begins with, end with, etc. 

· Describe to students that we are going to read and match the days of the week today. Point to the first day of the week and ask for identification. Recognize student responses and encourage students to look at the word card in their hand if they have one. 

· Ask which student has “Sunday”. Encourage them to come up to the pocket chart and match it with the Day of the Week card already in the pocket chart.  Continue through all the days of the week until all the words are matched. 

· Tell the children they are going to be completing their own Days of the Week word matching by using a Two Way Sort

· Give each child a Two-Way Sort sheet and one Days of the Week word card sheet. Instruct students to cut the word cards apart and glue a day word in the left column and then glue the matching day word next to it in the right column. The days of the week need to be in the correct order going from Sunday to Saturday
Concluding Activity (10-15 minutes)
· Gather students back on the carpet and review what we learned today. Review Big Ideas and encourage them to be thinking of things they like to do on certain days of the week. In the future we will be doing a journaling activity. For example, “I like to go to the Library on Tuesday.”

· Sing “Days of the Week” by Dr. Jean and sung to the tune of the “Adam’s Family Theme song.
EVAULATION/CLOSURE
· Completion of Days of the Week activity 
· Correct sequence of all seven days of the week
· Attending to group activities and attempting to repeat poem/song
· Participation in whole group discussions and answers to teacher questions
· Teacher observation

BIG IDEAS:
1) Days of the week have names and each name is a word

2) The days of the week are always in the same order

3) We can find days of the week in stories we read
Post-assessments

Directions: Color the box the correct color

blue

yellow

orange

red

green

white

black

purple
Directions: Draw a line to match the words and numbers
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

three

eight

five

nine

two

one

ten

seven

four

six

TEACHING MATERIALS 

Color Word Cards (for pocket chart)

	red
	orange

	blue
	purple

	green
	pink

	yellow
	white

	brown
	black


Color Word Cards (Color-Coded)

	red
	orange

	blue
	purple

	green
	pink

	yellow
	white

	brown
	black


Cookie’s Week:  Days of the Week Cards and Story Cards

The Color Song

By  Marlene & Robert McCracken
 (to the tune of "The Itsy Bitsy Spider")

Orange is a carrot,
Yellow is a pear,

Green is the grass,

And brown is a bear,
 Purple is a plum,

Blue is the sky,

Black is a witch's hat,

And red is cherry pie.
One, Two Buckle My Shoe

Nursery Rhyme

1, 2 buckle my shoe,
3, 4 shut the door,

5, 6 pick up sticks,

7, 8 lay them straight,

9, 10 a big fat hen! 

One, two buckle my shoe,

Three, four shut the door,

Five, six pick up sticks,

Seven, eight lay them straight,

Nine, ten a big fat hen! 

Days of the Week

By Dr. Jean

(to the tune of the Adam’s Family)

Days of the Week (snap snap) repeat 5 times
There’s Sunday and there’s Monday

There’s Tuesday and there’s Wednesday

There’s Thursday and there’s Friday

And then there’s Saturday!

Days of the Week (snap snap)
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