Sequence Rational

The landscape course at Four County Career Center is actually a horticulture class.  It covers landscaping, turfgrass, and greenhouse curriculums.  At the same time it also encompasses plant science, plant nutrition, soil science, entomology, irrigation systems, and business management.  This particular curriculum map is for the unit on landscape design.  It is extremely helpful if the students have biology and geometry before they enter this course, not required, but helpful.  This unit is the third that is covered for the year.  The first being industry scope and safety. The second covers plant identification.  The students learn about 80 trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals, ground covers, evergreens and broadleaf evergreens.  They learn to identify the plant based on leaf shape and buds, the Latin and common name, and anything else relevant to the plants appearance such as fall color and flower color.  When this unit is complete, we then move on to landscape design.

Landscape design encompasses 7 sub units, or lessons.  Those are taught in the following order: Analyzing the residential landscape, designing the landscape areas, beginning the design process, applying the principles of art and design, using annuals and perennials in the landscape, choosing plants for the landscape, and putting the plan to paper.  Analyzing the residential landscape is the first one due to the fact that in order to properly design a landscape the property needs to be assessed for problems, or potential problems, that may exist as well as the customer’s concerns.  After that it is helpful to break the outdoors into smaller more manageable spaces which what the second subunit does.  The third subunit is where the students actually begin to put their thought and ideas on paper in rough sketches and draw the property to a proper scale of 1/8 inch equals 1 foot.  They then learn they principles of art and design in lesson 4.  


In lessons 5 and 6 they begin to identify plants that will fit the criteria for their ideas and concepts they developed in lesson 3. This is where science meets art.  The plants not only have to look good together and fit into their surroundings, but it has to be able to survive the environment that it is being put into.  The last lesson then is putting together the final design.  It needs to be drawn to the proper scale to ensure that all the plants will fit.  It needs to be properly labeled so as to avoid any confusion between the designer and the customer.  The final design must also be colored appropriately, based on the plant colors, and have a professional appearance.  

The unit that is covered after this is on estimating.  The student must then analyze their design and material list in order to price the plants, mulch, soil and anything else going into the design.  They must also establish an approximate labor cost for installation purposes by estimating how much time it will take to install all that material.
