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ASSIGNMENT 2

CURRICULUM PLANNING

DUE:  29th July

35% weighting

OBJECTIVES:


· To develop a practical understanding of the relationships between curriculum, and assessment.

· To gain an understanding of how Essential Learnings guide the planning of a unit of work for year 8/9.

· To develop skills in team planning.

TASK DESCRIPTION:


In a group, you will design a year 8 or 9 unit plan choosing from a list provided to you from the QSA work program. 
Your design will follow the same structure as the sample unit plan given to you. It will include:

1. A Unit focus/description: a brief description of the focus of the unit in a few sentences.

2. Unit key questions: What are questions that this unit addresses? These questions could relate to content and/or processes (i.e. investigative abilities).

3. Unit Assessment Overview: Describe what students are to do to demonstrate their understanding of the content/processes being focussed on within the unit.

4. QCAR Essentials of the Unit: In a table list the ways of working, knowledge and understanding and assessable elements addressed by this unit.

5. Unit Vocabulary List: what key terms will students be learning in this unit?

6. A List of Teaching Strategies: List teaching strategies that would likely be enacted to support learning of the content and processes (ways of working) in this unit. 

7. Integrated ICTs: List ways in which you have integrated opportunities for students to work with ICTs. 

8. Unit Lesson Sequence-Assessment Opportunities: Prepare a table of the Lesson number, lesson focus and opportunities for assessment.

9. Unit Lesson Sequence – Suggested Learning Activities: Sequence the lessons and group them by phases (i.e. 5E’s). Identify what you want students to be able to do (learning objectives) by the end of the lessons or series of lessons and list some suggested learning experiences/activities that would allow students to demonstrate these objectives. Briefly describe the learning experiences. 

10. An assessment task: Design a culminating assessment task using the allocated assessment instrument in the work program for the unit (i.e. supervised assessment (test), model, report etc.). Make sure the assessment focuses on the assessable elements. Design a task-specific criteria sheet that focuses on the assessable elements as criteria, and uses task-appropriate descriptors for each of the standards (A-E).

11. Resource list: Include a list of resources where you sourced your ideas and learning experiences from. 

Note: You will be assessed as a group and receive a group mark. 

	
	Grade Descriptors

	Criteria
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3-1

	Unit Focus/Context and Links to Essential Learnings
	Comprehensive and synthesised account of 

context; specifically linked to Essential Learnings and Assessment
	Clear explanation of 

context, broad 

linking of Essential Learnings and Assessment
	Satisfactory 

explanation of 

context; provides some links to Essential Learnings and Assessment, with some obviously omitted


	A description of unit 

with limited explanation of 

context; attempts to 

link Essential Learnings and Assessment
	Fails to provide any 

links among context, Essential Learnings and Assessment 

	Alignment and 

sequence
	Learning experiences clearly align with Essential Learnings and assessment of unit; Sequence of learning experiences shows logical progression and connectedness 
	Learning experiences 

align with Essential Learnings and Assessment of 

unit; 

Sequence of learning experiences show a logical progression
	Learning experiences are identified but do not  completely align with Essential Learnings or Assessment;

Sequence of learning experiences show a logical progression


	Includes learning experiences without links to Essential Learnings or Assessment;

Sequence of learning experiences shows, in the main, logical progression
	Learning experiences are 

inadequately described

Sequence of learning experiences shows little evidence of progression

	Learning 

experiences
	Diversity of learning experiences with detailed links to resources; high degree of promotion of life-long learning evident; synthesis of developmental learning across unit and real-life activities


	Diversity of  learning experiences with some links to resources; evidence of promotion of life-long learning; includes a range of developmental learning activities and real-life 

activities
	Learning experiences with some links to resources; 

attempts to promote 

life-long learning; some evidence of real-life learning activities

 
	Learning experiences provided; evidence of planning for worthwhile 

experiences and to develop life-long learning; variety of activities included but 

not developmental

 
	Learning experiences lack variety; limited evidence of planning to develop life-long learning



	Resources
	Resources are:

· imaginatively selected

· highly motivational 

· well geared towards developing students’ needs and interests
	Resources are: 

· highly appropriate  

· motivational 

· relevant to students’

needs and interests


	Resources are:

· appropriate

· relevant to students’

needs and interests
	Resources are:

· appropriate for 

      the topic
	Resources have:

· limited relevance to  topic or students’  needs

	Assessment and 

evaluation
	Range of procedures for evaluating different aspects of the unit are evident, including a detailed and synthesised  description of formative &

summative assessment
	Some procedures for 

evaluating different 

aspects of the unit are 

included.  These include detailed descriptions of formative & summative 

assessment
	Evaluation procedures relate only to some aspects of the 

unit but do describe formative & summative 

assessment
	Suggests limited procedures for 

evaluating unit  and provides some 

information on 

formative & 

summative assessment
	Limited information on 

assessment;  with procedures for 

evaluation either 

missing or irrelevant

	
	Task and task criteria are valid.

Task is:

· interesting

· relevant

· clearly and objectively described

· explicitly aligned with unit content. 
	Task and task criteria 

are valid.

Task is:

· clearly described

· interesting 


	Task and task criteria are valid.

Task is:

· outlined for students 
	Task and task criteria are 

satisfactory. 

Task is:

· described.
	Task and explanation 

of task are inadequate.



	COMMENTS:
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